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WTROVUCTICN 

Racism and capitalism have trampled the potential of 
black people in this country and thwarted their self-
determination. In i t ia l ly the physical characteristics 
of those of African descent were used to f i t blacks 
into the lowest niche in the capital ist hierarchy -
that of maintenance. Therefore, black women and men 
of today must not encourage division by extending 
physical characteristics to serve as a criterion for 
a sexual hierarchy. If the potential of the black 
woman i s seen mainly as a supportive role for the black 
man, then the black woman becomes an object to be u t i l 
ized by another human being. Her potential stagnates 
and she cannot begin to think in terms of self-deter
mination for herself and a l l black people. It i s not 
right that her existence should be validated only by 
the existence of the black man. 

The black woman 16 demanding a new) bet o£ female 
definition* and a recognition otj her&el^ at> a citi
zen, companion and confidant, not a matriarchal 
villain OK a &tep stool baby-makeJi. Hole Integra
tion advocates the conplementary recognition o/j man 
and woman, not the competitive recognition ol same. * 

Role integration encourages a broader mental and 
emotional growth in- black women and men as they share 
the responsibility of working towards liberation. 
Neither of them should be relegated to a narrow ex
perience in l i f e . Neither of them should have their 
potentiality for self-determination controlled and pre
determined by the opposite sex. That is a type of 
slavery that wi l l not deliver us as a people. That i s 
a form of bondage which i s an integral part of the 
racist and capitalist system which black women and 
black men must work to oppose and overthrow. 

(.Gayle Lynch) 

* Linda La Rue, The Black Movement and Women'A Libera-
tion, The Black Scholar, Vol. I , May, 1970, p.42 
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Some subjec ts are so complex, so unyielding of 
f a c i l e i n s i g h t , t h a t i t w i l l not do to think about them 
in the ordinary way. Black women - t h e i r l o t and t h e i r 
future - i s for me such a sub jec t . Thus, the new crop of 
l i t e r a t u r e concerning women - at tuned to the p e c u l i a r 
r e l a t i o n s h i p between white women and white men in Amer
i c a - has i n sp i r ed me much, but less than the poetry of 
the grea t black poet , Gwendolyn Brooks, who wr i t es for 
me and about me. Take, for example Miss Brooks' poem, 
"Sadie and Maude," * a sad b a l l a d t h a t in a few s tanzas 
touches in some in t imate respect a l l of us who are black 
women: 

Maude went to co l lege . 
Sadie stayed a t home. 
Sadie scraped l i f e 
With a f ine- too th comb 

She d i d n ' t leave a tangle i n . 
Her comb found every s t r a n d . 
Sadie was one of the l i v i n g e s t ch i t s 
In a l l the land. 

Sadie bore two babies M 
Under her maiden name. 
Maude and Ma and Papa 
Nearly died of shame. 

When Sadie s a i d he r l a s t so-long 
Her g i r l s s t ruck out from home. 
(Sadie had l e f t as h e r i t a g e 
Her f ine- too th comb.) 

Maude, who went to co l l ege , 
Is a thin brown mouse. 
She i s l i v ing a l l alone 
In t h i s old house. 

L/C 

"Gwendolyn Brooks, Selected Poems, Harper 8, Row, N.Y. 1963 
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Sadie and Maude are blood s i s t e r s , each in her own 
way l iv ing the unrequited l i f e of the black woman. 
Sadie has two chi ldren out of wedlock, but the Sadies 
of t h i s world a lso include black women who have been 
married but have los t t h e i r husbands in America's 
wars agains t the black family. Maude "went to col
lege" - or wherever black women have gone over the 
years to escape the p e r i l s of l i v ing the near ly p re 
dest ined h a l f - l i f e of the black woman in t h i s country. 
Maude, the " th in brown mouse" l ives alone r a t h e r than 
incur Sad ie ' s r i sk s or r i s k Sad ie ' s p l easu res . 

The difference in the l ives of these tw,o women can
not conceal the over - r id ing problem they share - l on l i -
ness , l i f e lacking in the chance to develop a r e l a t i o n 
ship with a man or s a t i s f a c t o r y family r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 
The complexities of the problem facing black women 
begin to unfold. Not only must we work out an unop-
press ive r e l a t i o n s h i p with our men; we must - we can 
at l a s t - e s t a b l i s h a r e l a t i o n s h i p with them de novo. 

In t h i s r e spec t , we conceive our mission in terms 
tha t are often d i f f e r en t from the expressed goals of 
many white women r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . To be s u r e , our 
goals and t h e i r s in t h e i r general ou t l ines are the 
same, but black women confront a task t h a t i s as 
de l i ca t e as i t i s revo lu t ionary . For black women 
are p a r t of a pre-imminent s t r ugg l e whose time has 
come - the f ight for black l i b e r a t i o n . If women were 
suddenly to achieve equa l i ty with men tomorrow, black 
women would continue to carry the e n t i r e array of 
u t t e r l y oppressive handicaps assoc ia ted with r ace . 
Racial oppression of black people in America has done 
what n e i t h e r c lass oppression nor sexual oppression, 
with a l l t h e i r pe rn ic iousness , have ever done: des
troyed an e n t i r e people and t h e i r c u l t u r e . The d i f fe r 
ence i s between exp lo i t a t i on and s l ave ry . Slavery 
partakes of a l l the worst excesses of exp lo i t a t i on -
and more - but exp lo i t a t i on does not always sink to 
the miserable depths of s l ave ry . 
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Yet black women cannot - must not - avoid the t ru th 
about t h e i r spec ia l subservience. They are women with 
a l l t ha t t ha t impl ies . If some have been forced i n t o 
ro les as providers or , out of the i n s e c u r i t y associa ted 
with being a black woman alone, have dared not develop 
independence, the r e s u l t i s not t h a t black women are 
today l i be r a t ed women. For they have been " l i b e r a t e d " 
only from love, from family l i f e , from meaningful work, 
and j u s t as often from the b a s i c comforts and neces s i 
t i e s of an ordinary ex i s t ence . There i s n e i t h e r power 
nor s a t i s f a c t i o n in such a "mat r ia rchy ." There i s only 
the b i t t e r knowledge tha t one i s a v ic t im. 

S t i l l the s t e r e o t y p i c image of matriarchy has b a s i c 
appeal to some black men who, in t h e i r f r u s t r a t i o n may 
not see immediately the counter - revolu t ionary na ture 
of such a b a t t l e cry. To allow the white oppressor to 
share the burden of h i s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y with the black 
woman i s madness. I t i s comparable to black people 
blaming Puerto Ricans for competing with them for 
j obs , thus r e l i ev ing the government of the pressures 
i t must have to f u l f i l l i t s duty to provide fu l l em
ployment. Surely , a f t e r hundreds of years black men 
r e a l i z e t h a t imprecision in de tec t ing the Enemy i s 
an inexcusable f au l t in a revo lu t ionary . 

But our problems only begin with the recons t ruc
t ion of the black family. As black men begin to 
find d ign i f ied work a f t e r so many genera t ions , what 
ro les w i l l t h e i r women seek? Are black people to 
r e j e c t so many of white s o c i e t y ' s values only to 
accept i t s view of woman and of the family? At the 
moment when the white family i s caught in a maze of 
n e u r o t i c con t r ad i c t i ons , and white women are supreme
ly f r u s t r a t e d with t h e i r r o l e s , are black women to 
take up such t roubled models? Shal l black women 
exchange t h e i r ancient i n s e c u r i t y for the white 
woman's f ami l i a l cocoon? Can i t serve us any b e t t e r 
than i t has served them? And how w i l l i t serve black 
men? 
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There is no reason to repeat bad his tory. There is 
no reason to envy the white woman who is sinking in a 
sea of close-quartered affluence, where one's world is 
one's house, one's peers one's children, and one's em
ployer one's husband. Black women shal l not have 
gained i f Sadie and Maude exchange the "fine-tooth 
comb" and the "old house" for the empty treasures white 
women are today trying to turn in. 

We who are black have a chance for something be t t e r . 
Europeans who came to this country struggled to be ac
cepted by i t and succeeded. Occasionally they changed 
America - for the be t t e r and for the worse - but mostly 
they took i t as i t was, hoping i t would change them. 
Black people imitated this process p i t i f u l l y , genera
tion after generation, but were just so much o i l on a l l 
that melting pot water. Today we are close to being 
true outsiders, no longer desiring to get in on any 
terms and at any cost. Racial exclusion has borne ironic 
f ru i t . We are perhaps the only group that has come to 
these shores who has ever acquired the chance to con
sciously avoid to ta l Americanization with i t s inherent, 
i t s rank faul ts . On the road to equality there i s no 
be t t e r place for blacks to detour around American values 
than in foregoing i t s example in the treatment of i t s 
women and the organization of i t s family l i f e . 

With black family l i fe so clearly undermined in the 
American environment, blacks must remake the family 
unit , not imitate i t . Indeed, this task is central to 
black l iberat ion. The black male wi l l not be returned 
to his h i s to r i c strength - the foremost task of the 
black struggle today - i f we do not recreate the strong 
family unit that was a part of our African heritage be
fore i t was dismembered by the slave-owning class in 
America. But i t wil l be impossible to reconstruct the 
black family i f i t s central characters are to be crepe 
paper copies acting out the old white family melodrama. 
In that fai l ing production, the characters seem set 
upon a course precisely opposite to ours. White men 
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in search of endless financial security have sold thei r 
sp i r i t s to that goal and begun a steady emasculation in 
which the fiscal needs of wife and family determine 
l i f e ' s values and goals. Their now ungrateful-wives 
have begun to see the fraud of this way of l i f e , even 
while eagerly devouring i t s f ru i t s . Their even more un
grateful children are in b i t t e r rejection of a l l that 
this sort of l i fe signifies and produces. White family 
l i fe in America today is less than a poor model for 
blacks. White family l i fe is disintegrating at the 
moment when we must reforge the black family unit . The 
whole business of the white family - i t s softened men, 
i t s frustrated women, i t s angry children - is in a s ta te 
of great mess. 

But i t would be naive to think that the temptatious 
aspects of this sort of l i fe are incapable of luring 
black people into a disastrous mockery. The ingredi
ents are a l l there. We are a people in search of what 
for us has been the interminably elusive goal of eco
nomic security. Wretchedly poor for 350 years in a 
country where most groups have fattened, we could come 
to see the pain of much of white family l i fe as bear
able when measured against the tortures we have borne. 
Our men, deliberately emasculated as the only way to 
enforce the i r servi le s t a tu s , might easily be tempted 
by a family structure which, by making them the finan
cial head of the household, seemed to make them i t s 
actual head. In our desperation to escape so many suf
fering decades, we might t r i p down the worn path taken 
by so many in America before us. 

If we are to avoid this d isas ter , the bes t , perhaps 
the only, place to begin is in our conception of the 
black woman. After a l l , the immediate tasks of the 
black man are laid out for him. I t is the future role 
of the black woman that is problematical. And what she 
is allowed to become - or relegated to - wi l l shape not 
simply her future but that of the black family and the 
fate of i t s members. 
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If she is forced into the current white model, she 
is doomed to the fate of the "Empty Woman" about whom 
Miss Brooks has also writ ten: 

"The empty woman had hats 
To show. With feathers. Wore combs 
In polished waves. Wooed ca t s . " 

If so she wil l be unfit for the onerous responsibil i 
t ies she must meet i f the struggle for black freedom 
is to bring us out of our ancient bondage into a 
truly new and liberated condition. 

In any case i t is too late for any group to con
sciously revert to old familial patterns of male dom
inance and female s e rv i l i t y . Those roles have the i r 
roots in conditions of l i fe that are rapidly disappear
ing, and especially so in this country. If the woman's 
place has h i s to r ica l ly been at home, i t was at least 
in part because there was much work to be done there, 
and as the natural custodian of the children, i t seemed 
logical for her to do i t . But today there is neither 
so much work to be done there, nor so many children. 
Do-i t-al l appliances and technology are making house
work a part-time job, freeing millions of women to do 

omething e lse . An increasing array of b i r th pre
ventatives has released women from the unwanted mul
t ip les of children i t was dif f icul t to avoid in the 
past . The effect on the family of these work and 
child l iberating phenomena wil l reverberate in ways 
we s t i l l cannot foresee. 

Yet i t is certain that the ins t i tu t ion of the 
family will undergc radical a l terat ion largely 
through the new roles women wil l have to seek. With 
bi r th preventatives and with world over-population, 
many couples will rethink whether i t is wise to have 
children at a l l . And even though most may choose to 
have children, i t is doubtful that i t wi l l any longer 
be prestigious or wise to have very many. With children 
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no longer the u n i v e r s a l l y accepted reason for marriage, 
marriages are going to have t o e x i s t on t h e i r own mer
i t s . Marriages a re going t o have t o e x i s t because they 
possess inheren t q u a l i t i e s which make them worthy of 
e x i s t i n g , a plane to which the i n s t i t u t i o n has never 
oefore been e l eva t ed . For marriage to develop such 
inheren t q u a l i t i e s , the woman p a r t n e r he re to fo re o r i 
ented toward f u l f i l l i n g now outmoded functions w i l l 
have t o seek new func t ions . Whether black or whi te , 
i f American women are t o f ind themselves, they must 
begin looking outs ide the home. This w i l l undoubted
ly lead them i n t o doing and th inking about mat ters 
now p r e t t y much reserved for men. I n e v i t a b l y , women 
are going to acquire new goals and a new s t a t u s . 

We who are black are taking up the long-delayed 
work of fami ly-bui ld ing a t an h i s t o r i c moment in 
h i s t o r y . We embark upon t h i s goal a t a time when 
the family i n s t i t u t i o n in America i s in a s t a t e of 
grea t f lux . This i s fo r tuna te happenstance, for 
had we been about t h i s task in the years immediate
ly following World War I I , we might have f a l l en 
i n t o the mold which today t r aps white f a m i l i e s , and 
e s p e c i a l l y white women. 

As i t i s , we have a chance to p ioneer in forging 
new r e l a t i o n s h i p s between men and women. We have a 
chance to make family l i f e a l i b e r a t i n g experience 
i n s t ead of the confining experience i t more often 
has been. 

We have a chance t o f ree woman and with h e r the 
r e s t of us . 
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• " Ph'Atj by Sid SuttlM 

Wor/ren demonstrat ing in New York march demanding repeal of state 
abort ion laws, March 28. 

( ti ) 



In the ear ly p a r t of the s i x t i e s , soc ia l s c i e n t i s t s 
became more and more i n t e r e s t e d in the family s t r u c t u r e 
of Blacks. Unemployment and soca l l ed crime among Blacks 
was inc reas ing , and some of these " s c i e n t i s t s " decided 
tha t the problems of the Black community were caused by 
the family p a t t e r n among Black people. Since Blacks 
were devia t ing from the "norm" - more female heads of 
households, h igher unemployment, more school "dropouts" • 
these p seudo- sc i en t i s t s claimed t h a t the way to solve 
these problems was t o b u i l d up a more s t ab l e Black fam
i l y in accord with the American p a t r i a r c h a l p a t t e r n . 

In 1965, the U.S. government published a booklet 
e n t i t l e d "The Negro Family - The Case for National 
Act ion." The author (U.S. Dept. of Labor) s t a t e d , 
"In essence, the Negro community ha%been forced 
in to a matr ia rchal s t r u c t u r e which, because i t i s so 
out of l ine with the r e s t of the American s o c i e t y , 
s e r ious ly r e t a rds the progress of the group as a 
whole." According to t h i s theory , the i n s t i t u t i o n 
of s lavery led to a breakdown in the Black family and 
the development of a s o - c a l l e d matr iarchy, in which 
the Black woman was "dominant." This "mat r ia rcha l" 
s t r u c t u r e was held respons ib le , in t u rn , for c o n t r i 
but ing to the "emasculat ion" of the Black man. In 
other words, as these people would have i t , the op
press ion of Brlack people was*partly caused by the 
chief victims of th i s oppression, Black Women.' ^ - ^ —~^ 

This myth of the Black matriarchy has had wide
spread inf luence, and i s even widely be l ieved in the 
Black community today. I t is something we have to 
f ight aga ins t and expose. To show j u s t how wrong t h i s 
theory i s , l e t ' s look a t the rea l condit ion and h i s 
tory of the so -ca l l ed dominant Black woman. 

Under s l ave ry , once a r r i v ing on American s o i l , the 
African soc ia l order of Black people was broken down. 
Tribes were separated and shipped to d i f fe ren t p lan ta -
- r^cm^ w ^laves xmderwent a process of de - soc i a l i za t ion 
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and had to adopt a new cu l tu re and language. Black men 
grea t ly outnumbered Black women. Soc io logis t E.F. Fraz ier 
ind ica tes in h i s book The UZQUO Family in the. U.S., t ha t 
t h i s probably led to "numerous cases of sex r e l a t i o n s 
between Negro s laves and indentured white women." The 
"marriage" r a t e between Black men and white women became 
so high t h a t i n t e r r a c i a l marriages were banned. 

Pr io r to th i s time, Black men were encouraged to marry 
white women in order to enrich the s lavemas te r ' s p lan ta 
t ion with more human labor. The Black man in some in 
s tances was able to s e l e c t a mate of h i s choice. However 
in c o n t r a s t , the Black woman had l i t t l e choice in the 
s e l ec t i on of her mate. Living in a p a t r i a r c h a l soc i e ty , 
she became a mere breeding instrument. Jus t as Black 
men were chained and branded under s l ave ry , so were 
Black women. Lying nude on the s lave s h i p , some women 
gave b i r t h to chi ldren in the scorching hot sun. 

There were e 
women having as 
her chi ld was b 
the infant only 
are cases of Bl 
separa ted from 
Fie auction b io 
ging. And in s 
of her own chi l 
oppression of s 

conomic i n t e r e s t s involved in the Black 
many offspring as she could bear . After 

orn, she was allowed to nurse and fondle 
at the s lavemas te r ' s d i s c r e t i o n . There 

ack women who grea t ly r e s i s t e d being 
t h e i r chi ldren and having them placed on 
ck even though they were subjec t to flog-
ome cases , the Black woman took the l i f e 
dren r a the r than s u b j i t them to the 
lavery. 

Tim b\a& ten.'& HouAzhold 

There are those who say tha t because the Black woman was 
in charge of car in; for the s lavemas te r ' s ch i ldren , she 
became an important f igure in the household. Nothing 
could be fur ther from the t r u t h . The Black woman be
came the most exploi ted "member" of the master ' s house
hold. She scrubbed the f l oo r s , washed d i shes , cared 
for the chi ldren and was often subjected to the lus t fu l 
advances of Miss Ann's husband. She became an unpaid 
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domestic. However, she worked outs ide as we l l . S t i l l 
today, many Black women continue to work in households 
as underpaid domestics. And as W.E.B. DuBois s t a t e d 
in h i s essay The SeJivant in the. HouAe., "The personal 
degradation of t h e i r work i s so grea t t h a t any white 
man of decency would r a t h e r cut h i s daughter ' s throat 
than l e t h e r grow up to such a d e s t i n y . " 

In t h i s way arose the "mammy"image of Black women -
an image so embedded in the system t h a t i t s impact i s 
s t i l l f e l t today. Unt i l r e c e n t l y , the mass media has 
aided in r e in fo rc ing t h i s image of por t ray ing Black 
women as weighing 200 pounds, holding a ch i ld to her 
b r e a s t , and/or scrubbing f loors with a rag around her 
head. For such a one, who was constant ly portrayed 
with h e r head to the f loor and he r behind facing the 
c e i l i n g , i t i s ludicrous to conceive of any dominant 
r o l e . Contrary to popular opinion, a l l Black women 
do not w i l l i n g l y submit to the sexual advances of 
white men. Probably every Black woman has been to ld 
the old myth t h a t the only ones who have had sexual 
freedom in t h i s country are the white man and the 
Black woman. But, in many ins tances even physical 
force has been used to compel Black women to submit. 
F raz ie r gives a case in h i s book where a Black woman 
who refused the sexual advances of a white man was 
subdued and held to the ground by Black men while 
the "Master" stood there whipping he r . 

In some i n s t a n c e s , Black women stood in awe of the 
white skin of t h e i r masters and f e l t t ha t copulation 
with a white man would enhance he r s lave s t a t u s . There 
was a lso the p o s s i b i l i t y t ha t he r mulatto offspring 
would achieve emancipation. Her admiration of white 
skin was not very d i f f e ren t from the s lave mental i ty 
of some Blacks which caused them to iden t i fy with 
t h e i r master . In some cases , the Black woman who sub
mitted h e r s e l f sexual ly played a v i t a l ro le in saving 
the l i f e of the Black man. I f she gave the master a 
"good l o v i n ' , " she could sometimes prevent her husband 
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from being horse-whipped or punished. 

"Emancipation" 

The myth tha t i s being pe rpe t ra ted in the Black 
community s t a t e s t h a t somehow the Black woman has man
aged to escape much of the oppression of s lavery and 
tha t a l l avenues of opportunity were opened to her . 
Well, t h i s i s highly i n t e r e s t i n g , s ince in 1870 when 
the Fif teenth Amendment guaranteed c i t i zens the r i gh t 
to vo te , t h i s r i gh t did not apply to the Black woman. 
During recons t ruc t ion , those Blacks who served as 
j u s t i c e s of the peace and superintendents of educa
t i o n , and in municipal and s t a t e governments, were 
men. Although the recons t ruc t ion period was far from 
being an e ra of "Black Rule," i t i s estimated tha t 
thousands of Black men used t h e i r votes to help keep 
the Republicans in power. The Black women remained 
on the ou ts ide . 

To be su r e , the Black man had a d i f f i c u l t time 
exerc i s ing h i s r i gh t to vote . Mobs of whites waited 
for him a t the voting booth. Many were threatened 
with the loss of jobs and subjected to the t e r r o r of 
Klan elements. The p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y for the Black 
" in was r e l a t i v e l y ephemeral, but while i t l a s t ed , 
.nany off ices fo^ the f i r s t time were occupied by them. 
The loose t i e s e s t ab l i shed between Black men and women 
during s lavery were in many cases dissolved a f t e r eman
c ipa t ion . In order to t e s t t h e i r freedom, some Black 
men who remained with t h e i r wives began flogging them. 
Previously, t h i s was a p rac t i ce reserved only for the 
white master. In the l a t e r pa r t of the 1860s and 
ear ly 70s, female h- ids of households began to crop up. 
Black men who held jobs as s k i l l e d craftsmen, carpente rs , 
e t c . , were being driven out of these occupation. Since 
the Republicans no longer needed the Black vote a f t e r 
1876, the "welfare" of Blacks was placed in southern 
hands. Black men found i t very d i f f i c u l t to obtain jobs 
and in some ins tances found employment only as s t r i k e -
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breake r s . Black men, who were made to fee l " l e s s of a 
man" in a r a c i s t oppressive system, turned toward Black 
women, and began to blame them for the pos i t ion they 
occupied. 

The Black woman, in some cases , l e f t to h e r s e l f with 
chi ldren to feed, a lso went looking for employment. Many 
went to work in the white man's k i tchen . DuBois in the 
same essay mentioned e a r l i e r , The SeAvant in the HouAe, 
gives a vivid por t raya l of the exp lo i t a t i on of domestic 
workers. He speaks of the personal degradation of t h e i r 
work, the fact tha t they are s t i l l in some instances 
made to en te r and e x i t by the s ide door, t ha t they are 
re fe r red to by t h e i r f i r s t name, paid extremely low 
wages, and subjected to the sexual e x p l o i t a t i o n of the 
"master ." All t h i s proves tha t because the Black 
woman worked, i t did not make her more "independent" 
than the white woman. Rather, she became more subject 
to the b r u t a l exp lo i t a t i on of cap i ta l i sm - as Black, 
as worker, as woman. 

The "Tn&e" Lab on Market 

I mentioned e a r l i e r t ha t a f t e r emancipation Black men 
had a d i f f i c u l t time obtaining employment, t ha t a f t e r 
emancipation he was bar red from many of the c ra f t s he 
had been t r a ined in under s l ave ry . The labor market for 
Black women also proved to be a d i s a s t e r . Black women 
entered the needle t rades in New York in the 1900s, as 
a cheap source of labor for the employers, and in Chicago 
in 1917, Black women who were w i l l i ng to work for lower 
wages, were used to break a s t r i k e . There was general 
d i s t r u s t between Black and white workers, and in some 
c i t i e s , white workers refused to work bes ide Black women 
and walked off t h e i r jobs . 

The Black woman has never held high s t a tu s in t h i s 
soc i e ty . Under s lavery she was mated l ike c a t t l e and 
used as a mere breeding instrument. Today, the majority 
of Black women are s t i l l confined to the most menial and 
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lowest paid occupations - domestic and laundry workers, 
f i l e c l e r k s , counter workers, and other se rv ice occupa
t i o n s . These jobs in most cases are not yet unionized. 

Today, a t l e a s t 20 percent of Black women are employed 
as p r i va t e household workers, and t h e i r median income i s 
$1200. These women have the double exp lo i t a t ion of f i r s t 
doing drudgery in someone e l s e ' s home, and then having to 
take care of t h e i r own households as wel l . Some are 
forced to leave t h e i r own chi ldren without adequate super
vis ion in order to earn money by taking care of someone 
e l s e ' s ch i ld ren . Sixty-one percent of Black married 
women were in the labor force in 1966. Almost one-fourth 
of Black famil ies are headed by females, double the per
centage for whi tes . Due to the shortage of Black men, 
most Black women are forced to accept a r e l a t i o n s h i p on 
male terms. In Black communities there sometimes ex i s t s 
a type of s e r i a l polygamy - a s i t u a t i o n where many women 
share the ? -̂ me man, one at a t ime. 

Black ii> Be.auti{ul 

As i f Black women did not have enough to contend wi th , 
being exploi ted economically as a worker, being used as 
a source of cheap labor because she i s a female, and be
ing t r e a t e d even worse because she i s Black, she a lso 
finds h e r s e l f f ight ing the beauty "s tandards" of a white 
western soc i e ty . Years ago i t was a common s igh t to see 
Black women wearing blond wigs and rouge, the object be
ing to get as close to the white beauty s tandard as one 
possibly could. But, in s p i t e of the fact tha t bleach
ing creams and h a i r s t r a igh t ene r s were used, the t r i c k 
j u s t d i d n ' t work. Her skin was s t i l l black ins tead of 
f a i r , and her h a i r kinky ins tead of s t r a i g h t . She was 
cons tant ly being compared to the white woman, and she 
was the a n t i t h e s i s of what was considered b e a u t i f u l . 
Usually when she saw a Black man with a white woman, the 
image she had of h e r s e l f became even more pa infu l . 
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But now, "Black i s b e a u t i f u l , " and the Black woman 
is playing a more prominant ro le in the movement. But 
there i s a catch! She is s t i l l being to ld to s tep back 
and l e t the Black man come forward and lead. I t i s 
i r o n i c tha t a t a time when a l l t a l e n t s and a b i l i t i e s 
should be u t i l i z e d to aid in the s t rugg le of na t iona l 
l i b e r a t i o n , Stokely Carmichael comes along and declares 
t ha t the pos i t ion of women in the movement i s "prone." 
And some years l a t e r , Eldridge Cleaver in r e f e r r i ng to 
the s t a t u s of women sa id they had "pussy power." Since 
then, the Black Panther Party has somewhat a l t e r e d i t s 
view, saying "women are our other h a l f . " When wr i t i ng 
t h e i r p o l i t i c a l s ta tement , the Republic of New Africa 
s t a t e d they wanted the r i g h t of a l l Black men to have 
as many wives as they can afford. This was based on 
t h e i r conception tha t t h i s i s the way things were in 
Africa. (In t h e i r publ ica t ion Trie Mew kfaiica wr i t t en 
in December 1969, one of the poin ts in t h e i r Declara
t ion of Independence seeks "to assure equa l i ty of r i gh t s 
for the s e x e s . " Whether t h i s means tha t the Black 
woman would be allowed to have as many husbands as she 
can afford, I have no way of knowing.) 

Abontion and Bintk Control 

So today, the Black woman s t i l l finds h e r s e l f up the 
creek. She feels tha t she must take the nod from "her 
man," because i f she "acts up" then she j u s t might lose 
him to a white woman. She must s t i l l subordinate her 
s e l f , her own feel ings and d e s i r e s , e spec ia l ly when i t 
comes to the r i gh t of having control of her own body. 
When the b i r t h control p i l l f i r s t came i n t o use , i t was 
experimentally t e s t ed on Puerto Rican women. I t i s 
therefore not su rp r i s ing tha t Third World people look 
at t h i s example and declare tha t both b i r t h control and 
abort ion i s a form of genocide - a device to e l iminate 
Third World people. However, what i s a t issue i s the 
r i gh t of women to control t h e i r own bodies . Enforced 
motherhood i s a form of male supremacy; i t i s react ionary 
and b r u t a l . During s l ave ry , the p l an t a t i on masters forced 

( 15 ) 



motherhood on Black women in order to enrich t h e i r plan
t a t ions with more human labor . 

I t i s women who must decide whether they wish to have 
chi ldren or not . Women must have the r i gh t to control 
t h e i r own bodies . And th i s means tha t we must a lso 
speak out against forced1, s t e r i l i z a t i o n and agains t com
p e l l i n g welfare mothers t o accept cont racept ive methods 
against t h e i r w i l l . There i s now a women's l i be r a t i on 
movement growing in the United S t a t e s . By and la rge , 
Black women have not played a prominant ro le in t h i s 
movement. This i s due to the fact t ha t many Black women 
have not ye t developed a feminist consciousness. Black 
women see t h e i r problem mainly as one of na t iona l 
oppression. The middle c lass mental i ty of some white 
women's l i be r a t i on seem to be i r r e l e v a n t to Black wo
men's needs. For in s t ance , f.t the November 1969 Con
gress to Unite Women in New York, some of the p a r t i c i 
pants did not want to take a stand agains t the school 
t racking system - fear ing tha t "good" s tudents thrown 
in with "bad" ones would cause the " b r i l l i a n t " s tudents 
to leave school , thus lowering the s tandards . One 
white woman had the ga l l to mention to me tha t she f e l t 
women l iv ing in Scarsdale were more oppressed then Third 
World women trapped in the ghet to! There was also l i t t l e 
attempt to deal with the problems of poor women, for 
example the fact t h a t women in Scarsdale exp lo i t Black 
women as domestics. 

The movement must take a c l e a r e r s tand against the 
horrendous condit ions in which poor women are forced to 
work. Some women in the movement are in favor of elimin
a t ing the s t a t e p r o t e c t i v e laws for women. However, poor 
women who are forced to work in sweatshops, fac tor ies 
and laundries need those laws on the books. Not only 
must the S ta te p ro t ec t i ve laws for women remain on the 
books, but we must see tha t they are enforced and made 
even s t ronger . 

Women in the women's l i b e r a t i o n movement a s s e r t that 
they are t i r e d of being s laves to t h e i r husbands, con-
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fined to the household performing menial t a s k s . While 
the Black woman can sympathize with t h i s view, she does 
not feel t ha t breaking her ass every day from nine to 
f ive i s any form of l i b e r a t i o n . She has always had to 
work. Before the Emancipation Proclamation she worked 
in the f i e lds of the p l a n t a t i o n , as Malcolm X would say, 
"from c a n ' t see in the morning u n t i l c a n ' t see at n i g h t . " 

And what i s l i b e r a t i o n under t h i s system? Never own
ing what you produce, you are forced to become a mere 
commodity on the labor market. Workers are never s e 
cure , and t h e i r length of employment is subject to the 
ups and downs in the economy. Women's l i b e r a t i o n must 
r e l a t e to these problems. What i s hampering i t now i s 
not the fact t ha t i t i s s t i l l composed of mainly white 
middle c lass women, Rather i t i s the f a i l u r e to engage 
in enough of the type of act ions tha t would draw in 
and l ink up with the masses of women not yet in the 
movement., including working and Third World women. 
Issues such as day-care , support for the s t r i k i n g t e l e 
phone workers, support for the laws which improve work
ing condit ions for women, and the campaign to free Joan 
Bird are a s tep in the r i g h t d i r ec t i on . I don ' t f e e l , 
however, t h a t white women s i t t i n g around a room, brow
bea t ing one another for t h e i r " rac ism," saying, "I 'm a 
r a c i s t , I'm a r a c i s t , " as some women have done, i s doing 
a damn thing for the Black woman. What i s needed i s 
ac t ion . 

Women's Liberat ion must not i s o l a t e i t s e l f from the 
masses of women or the Third World community. At the 
same t ime, white women cannot speak for Black women. 
Black women must speak for themselves. The Black Women's 
All iance has been formed in New York to begin to do t h i s . 
We f e l t there was a need for a revolu t ionary Black women's 
movement tha t spoke to the oppression of Black women as 
Blacks, as workers, as women. We are involved in reading, 
d i scuss ion , consciousness r a i s i ng and taking ac t ion . We 
feel t h a t Black women w i l l have a d i f f i c u l t time r e l a t i n g 
to the more b i t t e r anti-male sentiment in the women's l ibe r -
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at ion movement, fear ing tha t i t w i l l be a device to keep 
Black men and women f igh t ing among themselves and diver
t ing t h e i r energies from the rea l enemy. 

Many Black women r e a l i z e i t w i l l take both men and 
women to wage an e f f ec t ive s t r u g g l e . However, t h i s does 
not negate the necess i ty of women bu i ld ing our own move
ment because we must b u i l d our s t rugg le now and continue 
i t a f t e r the revolut ion i f we are to achieve r ea l eman
c ipa t ion . 

When the Third World woman begins to recognize the 
depth of her oppression, she w i l l move to form a l l i ances 
with a l l revolut ionary forces ava i lab le and s e t t l e for 
nothing less than complete des t ruc t ion of t h i s r a c i s t , 
c a p i t a l i s t , male-dominated system. 

care 
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In at tempting to analyze the s i t u a t i o n of the black 
woman in America, one crashes abrupt ly i n t o a so l id wall 
of grave misconceptions, ou t r igh t d i s t o r t i o n s of fact 
and defensive a t t i t u d e s on the p a r t of many. The sys
tem of capi ta l i sm (and i t s a f t e r b i r t h . . . r a c i s m ) under 
which we a l l l i v e , has attempted by many devious ways 
and means to destroy the humanity of a l l people, and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y the humanity of black people . This has 
meant an outrageous a s s a u l t on every black man, woman 
and ch i ld who res ide in the United S t a t e s . 

In keeping with i t s goal of destroying the black 
r a c e ' s w i l l to r e s i s t i t s subjugat ion, capi ta l i sm 
found i t necessary to c rea te a s i t u a t i o n where the 
black man found i t impossible to find meaningful or 
productive employment. More often than no t , he couldn ' t 
find work of any kind. And the black woman likewise 
was manipulated by the system, economically explo i ted 
and phys ica l ly assau l ted . She couid often find work in 
the white man's k i t chen , however, and sometimes became 
the so le breadwinner of the family. This predicament 
has led t o many psychological problems on the pa r t o£-
both man and woman and has cont r ibuted to the turmoil 
tha t we find in the black family s t r u c t u r e . 

Unfortunately, n e i t h e r the black man nor the black 
woman understood the t rue na ture of the forces working 
upon them. Many black women tended to accept the capi
t a l i s t evaluat ion of manhood and womanhood and be l ieved , 
in f ac t , t ha t black men were s h i f t l e s s and lazy, other
wise they would get a job and support t h e i r families as 
they ought t o . Personal r e l a t i onsh ips between black men 
and women were thus torn asuncer and one r e s u l t has been 
the separa t ion of man from wife, mother from ch i ld , e t c . 

America has defined the roles to which each individ
ual should subscr ibe . I t has defined "manhood" in terms 
of i t s own i n t e r e s t s and "feminini ty" l ikewise . There
fore , an individual who has a good job , makes a lo t of 
money and drives a Cadi l lac i s a rea l "man," and con-
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ver se ly , an indiv idual who i s lacking in these "qua l i 
t i e s " i s less of a man. The adver t i s ing media in 
t h i s country continuously informs the american male 
of h i s need for indispensable signs of h i s v i r i l i t y -
the brand of c i g a r e t t e s t ha t cowboys p re fe r , the whiskey 
t h a t has a masculine tang or the labe l of the jock 
s t r a p tha t a t h l e t e s wear. 

The idea l model t h a t i s projec ted for a woman i s 
to be surrounded by h y p o c r i t i c a l homage and estranged 
from a l l r ea l work, spending i d l e hours primping and 
preening, obsessed with conspicuous consumption, and 
l imi t ing l i f e ' s functions to simply a sex r o l e . We 
u n q u a l i t a t i v e l y r e j e c t these re spec t ive models. A 
woman who s tays a t home, car ing for chi ldren and the 
house often leads an extremely s t e r i l e ex i s tence . She 
must lead her e n t i r e l i f e as a s a t e l l i t e to her mate. 
He goes out i n t o soc ie ty and br ings back a l i t t l e 
p iece of the world for he r . His i n t e r e s t s and h i s 
understanding of the world become her own and she can
not develop h e r s e l f as an i n d i v i d u a l , having been r e 
duced to only a b i o l o g i c a l funct ion. This kind of 
woman leads a p a r a s i t i c exis tence tha t can apt ly be 
described as " l ega l i zed p r o s t i t u t i o n " . 

Furthermore, i t i s i d l e dreaming to think of black 
women simply caring for t h e i r homes and children l ike 
the middle c lass white model. Most black women have 
to work to help house, feed and clothe t h e i r famil ies . 
Black women make up a s u b s t a n t i a l percentage of the 
black working force and th i s is t rue for the poorest 
black family as well as the so -ca l l ed "middle c l a s s" 
f ami ly . 

Black women were never afforded any such phony 
l uxu r i e s . Though we have been browbeaten with th i s 
white image, the r e a l i t y of the degrading and dehumani
zing jobs tha t were re lega ted to us quickly d i ss ipa ted 
t h i s mirage of "womanhood". The following excerpts 
from a speech tha t Sojourner Truth made at a Women's 
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Rights Convention in the 19th century show us how mis
leading and incomplete a l i f e t h i s model represents 
for us: 

". ..Well, chllenn, whan. dan. It, -bo muck nacket 
dan. must be. -Something out o'kitten. I tink dot 
'twlxt de. niggens o£ de. Soufi and de women at 
de nonfi all a talkin' 'bout nights, de white, 
men will be in a. £tx pnetty soon. But what's 
all dis henz talkin' 'bout? Vat man ober dan. 
say dot women needs to be helped into carriages 
and lifted oben ditches, and to have de best 
place event, whan.. Nobody even help me into 
carriages, on oben mud puddles, on gives me 
any best places,. ..and an.'nt I a woman? Look 
at me'. Look at my anm... I have plowed, and 
planted, and gathened into banns, and no man 
could head me - and an'nt I a woman? I could 
wonk as muck as a man {when I could get it), 
and bean, de lash as well - and an.'nt I a woman? 
I have bonne {five ckilenn and I seen 'em mos' 
all sold ofal into slaveny, and when I cnled 
out with a mother's grie{, none but Jesus heard 
--and ar'nt 1 a woman?" 

Unfortunately, there seems to be some confusion in the 
Movement today as to who has been oppressing whom. Since 
the advent of black power, the black male has exerted a 
more prominent leadership ro le in our s t rugg le for 
j u s t i c e in t h i s country. He sees the system for what 
i t r e a l l y i s for the most p a r t . But where he r e j e c t s 
i t s values and mores on many i s s u e s , when i t comes to 
women, he seems to take h i s guidel ines from the pages 
of the Ladies Home Journa l . 

Certain black men are maintaining tha t they have 
been ca s t r a t ed by soc ie ty but tha t black women somehow 
escaped th i s persecut ion and even cont r ibuted to t h i s 
emasculation. Let me s t a t e here and now tha t the black 
woman in america can j u s t l y be described as a "s lave of 
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a s l a v e . " By reducing the black man in america to such 
abjec t oppression, the black woman had no p ro t ec to r and 
was used, and i s s t i l l being used in some cases , as the 
scapegoat for the e v i l s t h a t th i s horrendous system has 
pe rpe t r a t ed on black men. Her physical image has been 
mal ic iously maligned; she has been sexual ly molested 
and abused by the white colonizer ; she has suffered 
the worst kind of economic e x p l o i t a t i o n , having been 
forced to serve as the white woman's maid and wet nurse 
for white offspring while her own chi ldren were more 
often than no t , s t a rv ing and neglec ted . I t i s the depth 
of degradation to be s o c i a l l y manipulated, phys ica l ly 
raped, used to undermine your own household, and to be 
powerless to reverse th i s syndrome. 

I t i s t rue tha t our husbands, f a the r s , bro thers and 
sons have been emasculated, lynched and b r u t a l i z e d . They 
have suffered from the c r u e l l e s t a s sau l t on mankind tha t 
the world has ever known. However, i t i s a gross d i s 
t o r t i on of fac t to s t a t e tha t black women have oppres
sed black men. The c a p i t a l i s t system found i t expedient 
to enslave and oppress them and proceeded to do so with
out s igning any agreements with black women. 

I t must a lso be pointed out a t th i s time, t ha t black 
women are not resen t fu l of the r i s e to power of black 
men. We welcome i t . We see in i t the eventual l i be ra 
t ion of a l l black people from th i s corrupt system under 
which we suf fe r . Nevertheless , t h i s does not mean tha t 
you have to negate one for the o ther . This kind of 
thinking i s a product of miseducation; t ha t i t ' s e i t h e r 
X or i t ' s Y. I t i s fa l lac ious reasoning tha t in order 
the black man to be s t rong , the black woman has to be 
weak. 

Those who are exer t ing t h e i r "manhood" by t e l l i n g 
black women to s tep back in to a domestic, submissive 
ro le are assuming a counter- revolut ionary pos i t i on . 
Black women likewise have been abused by the system and 
we must begin t a lk ing about the e l iminat ion of a l l kinds 
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of oppression. If we are t a lk ing about bu i ld ing a s t ronj 
na t ion , capable of throwing off the yoke of c a p i t a l i s t 
oppression, then we are t a lk ing about the t o t a l involve
ment of every man, woman, and ch i ld , each with a highly 
developed p o l i t i c a l consciousness. We need our whole 
army out there deal ing with the enemy and not h a l f an 
army. 

There are also some black women who feel t ha t there 
i s no more productive role in l i f e than having and r a i 
s ing ch i ld ren . This a t t i t u d e often r e f l e c t s the condi
t ion ing of the soc ie ty in which we l ive and i s adopted 
( t o t a l l y , completely and without change) from a bour
geois white model. Some young s i s t e r s who have never 
had to maintain a household and accept the confining 
ro le which th i s e n t a i l s , tend to romanticize (along 
with the he lp of a few bro thers ) t h i s ro le of house
wife and mother. Black women who have had to endure 
th i s kind of function as the so le occupation of t h e i r 
l i f e , are less apt to have these Utopian v i s i o n s . 

Those who p ro jec t in an i n t e l l e c t u a l manner how 
great and rewarding th i s ro le w i l l be and who feel 
tha t the most important thing tha t they can c o n t r i 
bute to the black nat ion i s ch i ld ren , are doing them
selves a great i n j u s t i c e . This l i ne of reasoning com
p le t e ly negates the cont r ibut ions tha t black women 
have h i s t o r i c a l l y made to our s t rugg le for l i b e r a t i o n . 
These black women include Sojourner Truth, Har r i e t 
Tubman, Ida B. Wel ls-Barnet t , Mary McLeod Bethune and 
Fannie Lou Hamer to name but a few. 

We l ive in a highly i n d u s t r i a l i z e d soc ie ty and every 
member of the black nat ion must be as academically and 
technologica l ly developed as p o s s i b l e . To wage a revo
l u t i o n , we need competant t eachers , doc tors , nurses , 
e l e c t r o n i c expe r t s , chemists , b i o l o g i s t s , p h y s i c i s t s , 
p o l i t i c a l s c i e n t i s t s , and so on and so for th . Black 
women s i t t i n g at home reading bedtime s t o r i e s to t h e i r 
chi ldren are j u s t not going to make i t . 
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ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION OF BLACK WOMEN 

The economic system of cap i t a l i sm finds i t expedient 
to reduce women to a s t a t e of enslavement. They often
times serve as a scapegoat for the ev i l s of t h i s system. 
Much in the same way tha t the poor white cracker of the 
South who i s equal ly v ic t imized , looks down upon blacks 
and cont r ibu tes to the oppression of b l acks , --So by 
giving to men a fa lse fee l ing of s u p e r i o r i t y (a t l e a s t 
in t h e i r own home or in t h e i r r e l a t i onsh ip s with women,) 
the oppression of women acts as an escape valve for 
cap i ta l i sm. Men may be c rue l ly explo i ted and subjected 
to a l l s o r t s of dehumanizing t a c t i c s on the p a r t of the 
ru l ing c l a s s , but they have someone who is below them -
at l e a s t t h e y ' r e not women. 

Women also represent a surplus labor supply, the 
control of which is absolute ly necessary to the p r o f i t 
able functioning of cap i ta l i sm. Women are sys temat ica l ly 
explo i ted by the system. They are paid less for the 
same work tha t men do and jobs tha t are s p e c i f i c a l l y re le 
gated to women are low-paying and without the p o s s i b i l i t y 
of advancement. S t a t i s t i c s from the Women's Bureau of 
the U.S. Department of Labor show tha t the wage sca le 
for white women was even below t h a t of black men; and 
the wage sca le for non-white women was the lowest of a l l : 

White Males $6,704. 
Non-white Males 4,277. 
White Females 3,991. 
Non-white Females 2,861 

Those i n d u s t r i e s which employ mainly black women are 
the most e x p l o i t a t i v e in the country. Domestic and hospi
t a l workers are good examples of t h i s oppression; the 
garment workers in New York City provide us with another 
view of t h i s economic s lavery . The In t e rna t iona l Ladies 
Garment Workers Union (ILGWU) - whose overwhelming member
ship cons i s t s of black and Puerto Rican women has a 
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leadership tha t is nearly l i l y -wh i t e and male. Hiis 
leadership has been working in col lus ion with the ru l ing 
class and has completely sold i t s soul to the corporate 
s t r u c t u r e . 

To add i n s u l t to in ju ry , the ILGWU has invested 
heavi ly in business en t e rp r i s e s in r a c i s t , apar theid 
South Africa, --with union funds. Not only does t h i s 
bought-off leadership cont r ibu te to our continued ex
p l o i t a t i o n in th i s country by not t ru ly represent ing 
the bes t i n t e r e s t s of i t s membership, but i t audaciously 
uses funds that black and Puerto Rican women have pro
vided to support the economy of a vicious government 
tha t is engaged in the economic rape and murder of our 
black bro thers and s i s t e r s in our Motherland - Africa. 

The e n t i r e labor movement in the United Sta tes has 
suffered as a r e s u l t of the super exp lo i t a t ion of black 
workers and women. The unions have h i s t o r i c a l l y been 
r a c i s t and chauv in i s t i c . They have upheld racism in 
t h i s country (and condoned imper i a l i s t exp lo i t a t ion 
around the world) -and have fa i l ed to f ight the white 
skin p r iv i l eges of white workers. They have fa i led 
to f ight or even make an issue against the inequ i t i e s 
in the h i r i n g and pay of women workers. There has 
been v i r t u a l l y no s t rugg le against e i t h e r the racism 
of the white worker or the economic exp lo i t a t i on of 
the working woman, two factos which have cons i s t en t ly 
impeded the advancement of the rea l s t rugg le against 
the ru l ing c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s . 

This r a c i s t , chauv in i s t i c and manipulative use of 
black workers and women, e spec ia l ly black women, has 
been a severe cancer on the american labor scene. I t 
therefore becomes e s s e n t i a l for those who understand 
the workings of capi ta l i sm and imperialism to r e a l i z e 
tha t the exp lo i t a t ion of black people and women works 
to everyone's disadvantage and tha t the l i be r a t i on of 
these two groups is a s tepping stone to the l i be ra t ion 
of a l l oppressed people in t h i s country and around the world. 
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I have b r i e f l y discussed the economic anu psycho
log ica l manipulation of black women, but perhaps the 
most out landish act of oppression in modern times is 
the current campaign to promote s t e r i l i z a t i o n of non-
white women in an attempt to maintain the populat ion 
and power imbalance between the white haves and the 
non-white have n o t s . 

These t a c t i c s are but another example of the many 
devious schemes tha t the ru l ing e l i t e attempt to perpe
t r a t e on the black populat ion in order to deep i t s e l f 
in con t ro l . I t has recent ly come to our a t t en t i on 
tha t a massive campaign for s o - c a l l e d "b i r th con t ro l" 
i s p resen t ly being promoted not only in the underdevel
oped non-white areas of the world, but a lso in black 
communities here in the United S t a t e s . However, what 
the a u t h o r i t i e s in charge of these programs re fe r to 
as "b i r th con t ro l " is in fact nothing but a method of 
ou t r i gh t su rg i ca l genocide. 

The United S ta tes has been sponsoring s t e r i l i z a t i o n 
c l i n i c s in non-white coun t r i e s , e spec ia l ly in India 
where already some 3 mil l ion young men and boys in and 
around New Delhi have been s t e r i l i z e d in make-shift 
opera t ing rooms se t up by the american peace corps 
workers. Under these circumstances, i t is understan
dable why ce r t a in countr ies view the Peace Corps not 
as a benevolent p r o j e c t , not as evidence of america 's 
concern for underdeveloped a reas , but r a the r as a 
t h r e a t to t h e i r very ex i s t ence . This program could 
more aptly be named the "Death Corps." 

The Vasectomy which i s performed on amies' and takes 
only s ix or seven minutes is a r e l a t i v e l y simple opera
t i on . The s t e r i l i z a t i o n of a woman, on the other hand, 
i s admittedly major surgery. This su rg ica l Operation 
(Salpingectomy)* must be performed in a hosp i ta l under 

^Salpingectomy • Through an abdominal inc i s ion , the Stir- ~ 
geon cuts both Fallopian tubes and t i e s off the separated 
ends a f t e r which there is no way for the egg to pass from 
the ovary to the womb̂  . 

( 2b ) 



general anes thes ia . This method of "b i r th con t ro l" is 
a common procedure in Puerto Rico. Puerto Rico has 
long been used by the c o l o n i a l i s t e x p l o i t e r , the United 
S t a t e s , as a huge experiemental laboratory for medical 
research before allowing ce r t a in p rac t i ces to be im
ported and used he re . When the b i r t h control p i l l was 
f i r s t being perfec ted , i t was t r i e d out on Puerto Rican 
women and se lec ted black women (poor) , using them l ike 
Guinea p i g s , to evaluate i t s ef fect and i t s e f f ic iency . 

The Salpingectomy has now become the commonest opera
t ion in Puerto Rico, commoner than an appendectomy or a 
tonsilectomy. I t is so widespread tha t i t is re fe r red 
to simply as " la ope ra t ion . " On the Is land, 209o of 
the women between the ages of 15 and 45 have already 
been s t e r i l i z e d . 

An.now, as previously occurred with the p i l l , t h i s 
method has been imported in to the United S t a t e s . These 
s t e r i l i z a t i o n c l i n i c s are cropping up around the country 
in the black and Puerto Rican communities. These so-
ca l led "Maternity C l in i c s " s p e c i f i c a l l y o u t f i t t e d to 
purge black women or men of t h e i r reproductive poss i 
b i l i t i e s , are appearing more and more in hosp i t a l s and 
c l i n i c s across the country. 

A number of organizat ions have been formed to popu
la r i ze the idea of s t e r i l i z a t i o n such as the Association 
for Voluntary S t e r i l i z a t i o n and The Human Bctterr.cnt (!!?) 
Association for Voluntary S t e r i l i z a t i o n which has i t s 
headquarters in Xew York City. Front Royal, Virginia 
has one such "Maternity Cl in ic" in Warren Memorial Hos
p i t a l . The t a c t i c s used in the c l i n i c in Fauquier 
County, Vi rg in ia , where poor and he lp less black mothers 
and young g i r l s are pressured in to undergoing s t e r i l i z a 
t ion arc ce r t a in ly not confined to tha t c l i n i c alone. 

Threatened with the cut-off of r e l i e f funds, some 
black welfare women have been forced to accept th i s 
s t e r i l i z a t i o n procedure in exchange for a cont inuat ion 
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of welfare b e n e f i t s . Mt. Sinai Hospital in New York City 
performs these operat ions on many of i t s ward p a t i e n t s 
whenever i t can convince the women to undergo t h i s sur
gery. Miss i ss ippi and some of th o ther Southern s t a t e s 
are notorious for t h i s ac t . Black women are often 
a f ra id to permit any kind of necessary surgery because 
they know from b i t t e r experience tha t they are more 
l i ke ly than not to come out of the h o s p i t a l without 
t h e i r i n s i d e s . (Both Salpingectomies S, Hysterectomies 
are performed.) 

We condemn t h i s use of the black woman as a medical 
t e s t i n g ground for the white middle c l a s s . Reports of 
the i l l e f fec t s inc luding deaths from the use of the 
b i r t h cont ro l p i l l only s t a r t e d to come to l i g h t when 
the white p r i v i l eged c lass began to be af fected. These 
outrageous Naz i - l ike procedures on the p a r t of medical 
researchers are but another manifestat ion of the t o 
t a l l y amoral and dehumanizing b r u t a l i t y t ha t the capi
t a l i s t system pe rpe t r a t e s on black women. The s t e r i l i 
zation experiments ca r r i ed on in concentrat ion camps 
some twenty-five years ago have been denounced the 
world over, but no one seems to get upset by the repe
t i t i o n of these same r a c i s t t a c t i c s today in the United 
S ta tes of America - land of the free and home of the 
brave . This campaign i s as nefarious a program as 
Germany's gas chambers and in a long term sense , as 
e f f ec t ive and with the same ob jec t ive . 

The r i g i s laws concerning abor t ions in t h i s country 
are another v ic t ious means of subjugat ion, and, i n d i r e c t l y 
of ou t r igh t murder. Rich white women somehow manage to 
obtain these operat ions with l i t t l e or no d i f f i c u l t y . I t 
is the poor black and Puerto Rican woman who i s at the 
mercy of the local bu tcher . S t a t i s t i c s show us tha t the 
non-white death r a t e at the hands of the unqual if ied 
abo r t i on i s t is s u b s t a n t i a l l y h igher than for white women. 
Nearly ha l f of the ch i ld-bear ing deaths in New York City 
were a t t r i b u t e d to abort ion alone and out of these , 79°o 
are among non-whites and Puerto Rican women. 
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We are not saying t h a t black women should not p rac 
t i c e b i r t h cont ro l o r family planning. Black women have 
the r i g h t and the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o determine when i t i s 
in the i n t e r e s t of the s t r u g g l e to have chi ldren or not 
to have them. I t i s a l so h e r r i g h t and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
to determine when i t i s in he r own b e s t i n t e r e s t s to 
have ch i ld ren , how many she w i l l have, and how, far apar t 
and th i s r i g h t must not be re l inqu i shed to anyone. 

The lack of the a v a i l a b i l i t y of safe b i r t h cont ro l 
methods, the forced s t e r i l i z a t i o n p r a c t i c e s and the in 
a b i l i t y to obtain l ega l abor t ions are a l l symptoms of 
a decadant soc ie ty t h a t jeopardizes the hea l th of black 
women (and thereby the e n t i r e black race) in i t s attempts 
to con t ro l the very l i f e processes of human be ings . This 
r ep res s ive control of b lack women i s symptomatic of a 
soc ie ty t h a t be l i eves i t has the r i g h t to b r ing p o l i t i c a l 
fac tors i n t o the pr ivacy of the bedchamber. The e l imina
t ion of these horrendous condi t ions w i l l free black women 
for fu l l p a r t i c i p a t i o n in the r evo lu t ion , and t h e r e a f t e r , 
in the bu i ld ing of the new s o c i e t y . 

RELATIONS*/! P TO WHITE MOVEMENT 

Much has been wr i t t en r ecen t ly about the white women's 
l i b e r a t i o n movement in the United S ta tes and the quest ion 
a r i s e s whether there are any p a r a l l e l s between t h i s s t r u g 
gle and the movement on the p a r t of black women for t o t a l 
emancipation. While there are ce r t a in comparisons tha t 
one can make, simply because we both l ive under the same 
e x p l o i t a t i v e system, there are c e r t a i n d i f f e r ences , some 
of which are qu i t e b a s i c . 

The white women's movement i s f a r from being monol i th ic . 
Any white group t h a t does not have an a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t 
and a n t i - r a c i s t ideology has abso lu te ly nothing in common 
with the black woman't s t r u g g l e . Are white women asking 
to be equal to white men in t h e i r pern ic ious t rea tment 
of t h i r d world peoples? What assurances have black women 
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t h a t white women w i l l be any less r a c i s t and e x p l o i t a t i v e 
i f they had the power and were in a p o s i t i o n to do so? 
These are se r ious quest ions t h a t the white women's l i b 
e ra t ion movement has f a i l e d to address i t s e l f t o . 

Black people are engaged in a l i f e and death s t r u g 
gle with the oppressive forces of t h i s country and the 
main emphasis of black women must be to combat the cap i 
t a l i s t , r a c i s t e x p l o i t a t i o n of black people. While i t 
i s t rue t h a t male chauvinism has become i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
ized in american s o c i e t y , one must always look for the 
main enemy. . . the fundamental cause of the female condi
t i o n . In f a c t , some groups come to the incor rec t con
c lus ion t h a t t h e i r oppression i s due simply to male 
chauvinism. They t he r e fo r e , have an extremely a n t i -
male tone to t h e i r d i s s e r t a t i o n s . 

Another major d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n i s t h a t the white 
women's l i b e r a t i o n movement is b a s i c a l l y middle c l a s s . 
Very few of these women suf fe r the extreme economic 
e x p l o i t a t i o n t h a t most black women are subjected to day 
by day. I f they find housework degrading and dehumani
zing, they are f i n a n c i a l l y able to buy t h e i r freedom -
usual ly by h i r i n g a black maid. The economic and 
s o c i a l r e a l i t i e s of the black woman's l i f e are the 
most c ruc i a l for u s . I t i s not an i n t e l l e c t u a l pe r se 
cution alone; the movement i s not a psychological out
b u r s t for u s ; i t i s t ang ib l e ; we can t a s t e i t in a l l 
our endeavors. We as black women have got to deal with 
the problems t h a t the black masses deal with, for our 
problems in r e a l i t y are one and the same. 

I f the white groups do not r e a l i z e tha t they are in 
f a c t , f igh t ing cap i ta l i sm and racism, we do not have 
common bonds. I f they do not r e a l i z e t h a t the reasons 
for t h e i r condi t ion l i e in a d e b i l i t a t i n g economic and 
s o c i a l system, and not simply t h a t men get a v ica r ious 
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pleasure out of "consuming thei r bodies for exploitative 
reasons," (This kind of reasoning seems to be quite 
prevalent in certain white women's groups) then we can
not unite with them around common grievances or even 
discuss these groups in a serious manner, because they're 
completely irrelevant to black women in par t icular or 
to the black struggle in general. 

THE NEW WORLD 

The black community and black women especially, must 
begin raising questions about the kind of society we 
wish to see established. We must note the ways in 
which capitalism oppresses us and then move to create 
ins t i tu t ions that will eliminate these destructive in
fluences . 

The new world that we are struggling to create must 
destroy oppression of any type. The value of this new 
system wil l be determined by the status of those persons 
who are presently most oppressed - the low man on the 
totem pole. Unless women in any enslaved nation are 
completely l iberated, the change cannot really be called 
a revolution. If the black woman has to re t rea t to the 
position she occupied before the armed struggle, the 
whole movement and the whole struggle will have retreated 
in terms of truly freeing the colonized population. 

A people's revolution that engages the part icipat ion 
of every member of the community, including men, and 
women, brings about a certain transformation in the 
participants as a resul t of this par t ic ipat ion. Once 
you have caught a glimpse of freedom or tasted a b i t 
of self-determination, you can' t go back to old routines 
that were established under a r ac i s t , cap i ta l i s t regime. 
We must begin to understand that a revolution entai ls 
not only the willingness to lay our lives on the firing 
line and get k i l led . In some ways, this is an easy 
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commitment to make. To die for the revolu t ion is a one-
shot dea l ; to l ive for the revo lu t ion means taking on 
the more d i f f i c u l t commitment of changing our day-to-day 
l i f e p a t t e r n s . 

This w i l l mean changing the t r a d i t i o n a l rou t ines tha t 
we have e s t a b l i s h e d as a r e s u l t of l i v i n g in a t o t a l l y 
cor rupt ing s o c i e t y . I t means changing how you r e l a t e 
to your wi fe , .your husband, your paren ts and your co
workers. I f we' are going to l i b e r a t e ourselves as a 
people , i t must be recognized t h a t b lack women have 
very s p e c i f i c problems t h a t have to be spoken t o . We 
must be l i b e r a t e d along with the r e s t of the populat ion. 
We cannot wai t to s t a r t working on those problems u n t i l 
t h a t g rea t day in the future when the revolu t ion somehow 
miraculously , i s "accomplished. 

TQ assign women the r o l e of housekeeper and mother 
while men go for th i n t o b a t t l e i s a h ighly quest ionable 
doc t r ine for a revo lu t ionary to p ro fes s . Each individ
ual must develop a high p o l i t i c a l consciousness in or
der to understand how t h i s system enslaves us a l l and 
what ac t ions we must take to b r ing about i t s t o t a l des
t r u c t i o n . Those who consider themselves to be revolu
t ionary must begin to deal with o ther r evo lu t iona r i e s 
as equa l s . And so fa r as I know, r evo lu t iona r i e s are 
not determined by sex . 

Old people , young people , men and women must take 
pa r t in the s t r u g g l e . To r e l ega t e women to purely sup
p o r t i v e ro les or to simply c u l t u r a l cons idera t ions is 
dangerous doc t r ine to p r o j e c t . Unless black men who 
are prepar ing themselves for armed s t rugg le understand 
t h a t the soc ie ty which we are t ry ing to c rea te is one 
in which the oppression of ALL MEMBERS of t ha t soc ie ty 
i s e l imina ted , then the revolu t ion w i l l have f a i l ed in 
i t s avowed purpose. 

Given the 
women a l i k e 

mutual 
to the 

commitment 
l i b e r a t i o n 
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oppressed peoples around the world, the t o t a l involve
ment of each indiv idual i s necessary. A revolut ionary 
has the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of not only toppl ing those t h a t 
are now in a pos i t ion of power, but more important ly , 
the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of c rea t ing new i n s t i t u t i o n s tha t 
w i l l e l iminate a l l forms of oppression for a l l people. 
We must begin to re -wr i t e our understanding of t r a d i 
t i ona l personal r e l a t ionsh ips between man and woman. 

All the resources tha t the black community can 
muster up must be channeled in to the s t r u g g l e . Black 
women must take an ac t ive par t in br inging about the 

kind of world where our ch i ld ren , our loved ones, and 
each c i t i zen can grow up and l ive as decent human be ings , 
free from the nressures of racism and c a p i t a l i s t explo i 
t a t i o n . 
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BUT IS THIS WHERE 

YOU WANT TO GO ? ? 
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Let us f i r s t discuss what common l i t e r a tu r e ad
dresses as the "common oppression" of blacks and 
women. This is a tasty abstract ion designed purposely 
or inadvertently to draw val id i ty and seriousness to 
the women's movement through a universal i ty of p l igh t . 
Every movement worth i t s "revolutionary s a l t " makes 
these headliner general i t ies about "common oppression" 
with others - but le t us s t a t e unequivocally tha t , 
with few exceptions, the American white woman has had 
a be t t e r opportunity to live a free and fu l f i l l i ng l i f e , 
both mentally and physically, than any other group in 
the United S ta tes , with the exception of her white hus
band. Thus, any attempt to analogize black oppression 
with the pl ight of the American white woman has the 
val id i ty of comparing the neck of a hanging man with 
the hands of an amateur mountain climber with rope 
burns. k. *m \ ^ ^ 

"Common oppression" is fine for rhe to r i c , but i t 
does not re f lec t the actual distance between the op
pression of the black man and woman who are unemployed, 
and the "oppression" of the American white woman who 
is "sick and t i r ed" of Playboy fold-outs, or Christian 
Dior lowering hemlines or adding ru f f l es , or of Miss 
Clairol t e l l i ng her that blondes have more fun. Is there 
any logical comparison between the oppression of the 
black woman on welfare who has d i f f icul ty feeding her 
children and the discontent of the suburban mother who 
has the luxury to protest the washing of the dishes on 
which her family's full meal was consumed? 

The surge of "common oppression"rhetoric and propa
ganda may lure the unsuspecting into an in t e l l ec tua l 
al l iance with the goals of women's l ibe ra t ion , but i t 
is not a wise a l l iance . I t is not that women ought not 
to be l iberated from the shackles of t he i r present un-
fulfi l lment, but the depth, the extent , the in tens i ty 
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the importance - indeed, the suffering and depravity of 
the real oppression blacks have experiences - can only 
be minimized in an al l iance with women who heretofore 
suffered l i t t l e more than boredom, genteel repression, 
and dishpan hands. 

For a l l the s im i l a r i t i e s and analogies drawn between 
the l ibera t ion of blacks, the point remains that when 
white women received the i r voting r igh t s , most blacks, 
male and female, were systematically disenfranchized 
and had been that way since Reconstruction. And even 
in 1970, when women's r ight of franchise is rarely 
questioned, i t is s t i l l a less than common occurrence 
for blacks to vote in some areas of the South. Taste
less analogies l ike abortion for oppressed middle 
class and poor women i d e a l i s t i c a l l y assert that a l l 
women have the r ight to decide i f and when they want 
children, and thus fa i l to catch the flavor of the 
actual circumstances. Actual circumstances bo i l down 
to middle class women deciding when i t is convenient 
to have children, while poor women decide the prudence 
of bringing into a world of already scarce resources, 
another mouth to feed. Neither t he i r motives nor the i r 
objectives are the same. But current l i t e r a tu re leads 
one to lumping the decisions of these two women under 
one general izat ion, when in fact the difference between 
the pl ights of these two women is as clear as the dif
ference between being hungry and out of work, and skip
ping lunch and taking a day off. 

If we are r e a l i s t i c a l l y candid with ourselves, and 
accept the fact that despite our beloved rhe tor ic of 
Pan-Africanism, our vision of th i rd world l ibera t ion , 
and perhaps our dreams of a world s t a t e of mul t i - rac ia l 
humanism, most blacks and a good many who generally ex
empt themselves from categories , s t i l l want the prover
b i a l "piece of cake." American values are d i f f i cu l t to 
discard for, unlike what more mi l i tan t "brothers" would 
have us be l ieve , Americanism does not end with the adop
tion of Afro ha i r s ty les on pregnant women covered in 
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long African robes . 

Indeed Jhe fact t ha t the 
demonstrated by the black Mus 
Nixon's speeches , appeared fo 
out of the ghe t to i n t o the l i 
geance to the maxim t h a t perh 
than black anglosaxons. Upon 
a t ion s t r u g g l e in the s i x t i e s 
p l a c e " advocates immediately 
home and b a b i e s , which is aim 
of black anglo-saxonism as is 
c a p i t a l i s m . " 

independent black c a p i t a l i s m 
l ims , and i l l u s t r a t e d in 
r many b lacks as the way 
ght , lends a t r u t h f u l ven-
aps b lacks a re no th ing more 

the r e b i r t h of the l i b e r -
, a whole genre of "women's 
r e l e g a t e d black women to 
ost as ugly an express ion 
Nixon's concept of "black 

The study of many developing a r ea s . and coun t r i e s r e 
f l e c t s at l e a s t an at tempt to allow freedom of educat ion 
and oppor tuni ty to women. Yet, b lack Americans have not 
adopted developing a r e a ' s "new r o l e " paradigm, but 
r a t h e r the Puritan-American s t a t u s of "home and b a b i e s , " 
which i s advocated by the c a p i t a l i s t Muslims. This r e 
f l e c t s e i t h e r ingra ined Americanism or the lack of the 
s imples t imagina t ion . 

Several weeks ago, women's l i b advocates demanded 
t h a t a loca l women's magazine be "manned" by a woman 
e d i t o r . Other segments of the women's movement have 
c a r r i e d on a sma l l e r campaign in indus t ry and b u s i n e s s . 
I f white women have h e r e t o f o r e remained s i l e n t whi le 
white men maintained the b e t t e r p o s i t i o n and monopolized 
the o p p o r t u n i t i e s by excluding b l a c k s , can we r e a l l y 
expect t h a t whi te women, when put in d i r e c t compet i t ion 
for employment, w i l l be any more open-minded than t h e i r 
male coun te rpa r t s when i t comes to the h i r i n g of b lack 
males and females in the same p o s i t i o n s for which they 
are competing? From the s t andpo in t of previous Ameri
can s o c i a l i n t e r a c t i o n , i t does not seem l o g i c a l t h a t 
white females w i l l not be tempted to take advantage of 
the fac t t h a t they are w h i t e , in an economy t h a t favors 
w h i t e s . I t i s e n t i r e l y p o s s i b l e t h a t women's l i b e r a t i o n 
has developed a sudden at tachment t o the b lack l i b e r a t i o n 
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movement as a ploy to share the at tent ion that i t has 
taken blacks 400 y a r s to generate. In short , i t can 
be argued that women's l iberat ion not only attached 
i t s e l f to the black mcveiuent, but did so with only 
marginal concern for black women and black l iberat ion, 
and functional concern for the r ights of white women. 

The indus t r i a l demands of two world wars temporarily 
offset the racial l imitat ions to mobility and allowed 
the poss ib i l i t y of blacks entering industry, as an im
portant labor force, to be actualized. Similarly, 
women have benefited from an expanded science and in
dus t r i a l i za t ion . Their biological l imi ta t ion, success
fully curbed by the p i l l and by automation, which makes 
s t ress ing physical labor more the exception than the 
ru le , has created an impressively large and available 
labor force of womer. 

The black labor force, never fully employed and 
always representing a substant ia l percentage of the 
unemployed in the American economy, wil l now be driven 
in to greater unemployment as white women converge at 
every level on an already dwindling job market. Ideally, 
we chanced to think of women's l ibera t ion as a promising 
beginning of the "oppressed r i s ing everywhere" in the 
typical ly Marxian fashion that many blacks seem drawn 
to . Instead, the spectre of racism and inadequate edu
cation, job discrimination, and even greater unequal 
opportunity wi l l be , more than ever before, a function 
of ne i ther maleness nor femaleness, but blackness. 

This discussion has been primari ly to ward off any 
unin te l l igent a l l iance of black people with white women 
in th is new l iberat ion movement. Rhetoric and anathema 
hurled at the r ight indus t r ia l complex, idealism which 
speaks of a f inal humanism, and denunciations of the 
system which makes competition a fact of l i f e , do not 
mean that women's l iberat ion has as i t s goal anyone 
e l s e ' s l iberat ion except i t s own. I t is time that 
def ini t ions be made c lear . Blacks are oppressed, and 
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that means unreasonably burdened, unjust ly, severely, 
rigorously, cruelly and harshly fet tered by white author
i t y . White women, on the other hand, are only Suppnessed, 
and that means checked, res t ra ined, excluded from con
scious and overt ac t iv i ty . And there is a difference. 

For some, the dangers of an unin te l l igent a l l iance 
with women's l iberat ion wi l l suggest female suppression 
as the only way to protect against a new economic th rea t . 
For others , a greater answer is needed, and required, 
before women's l ibera t ion can be seen in perspect ive. 

To say that black women must be freed before the 
black movement can a t t a in full revolutionary conscious
ness, i s meaningless because of i t s mal leabi l i ty . To 
say that black women must be freed from the unsat isfac
tory male-female role re la t ionship which we adopted from 
whites as the paradigm of the good family, has more mean
ing because i t indicates the incompatibil i ty of white 
role models with the goal of black l ibera t ion . If 
there i s anything to be learned from the current women's 
l ib ag i ta t ion , i t is that roles are not ascribed and 
inherent, but adopted and inter-changeable in every 
respect except pregnancy, breastfeeding and the system 
generally employed to bring the two former into existence. 

Role in tegra t ion , which I wi l l elaborate upon as the 
goal and the strength of the black family, is substan
t i a l l y different from the role "usurpation" of men by 
women. The fact that the roles of man and woman are 
deemed in American society as natural and divine, leads 
to false ego attachments to these ro les . During slavery 
and following Reconstruction, black men fe l t infer ior 
for a great number of reason, among them that they were 
unable to work in posit ions comparable to the ones to 
which black women were assigned. With these positions 
often went fringe benefi ts of extra food, clothes, and 
perhaps elementary reading and writing s k i l l s . Black 
women were in turn jealous of white women, and fel t 
inadequate and infer ior because paraded in front of 
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them constantly, was the white woman of luxury who had 
no need for work, who could, as Sojourner Truth pointed 
out, "be helped in to carr iages , and l i f t ed over d i tches , 
and . . .have the best place everywhere." 

The resul t ing "respect" for women and the acceptance 
of the dominating role for men, encouraged the myth of 
the immutability of these ro le s . The term "matriarchy" 
Frazier employed and Moynihan exploited, was used to 
indicate a dastardly, unnatural role a l t e r a t ion which 
could be blamed for inequal i ty of opportunity, discrim
ination in h i r ing and sundry other i l l s . I t was as i f 
"matriarchy" was transgression of divine law or natural 
law, and thus would be punished un t i l the proper h i e r 
archy of man over woman was restored. 

Black people have an obl igat ion, as do white women, 
to recognize that the designation of "mother-head" and 
"father-head" does not imply i n f e r io r i t y of one and the 
super ior i ty of the other . They are merely arbitrary-
role d is t inc t ions which vary from culture to culture 
and circumstance to circumstance. Thus to quip, as i t 
has been popularly done, that the only place in the 
black movement for black women, i s prone, i s actual ly 
supporting a white role i dea l , and i t i s ne i ther a com
pliment to men or women to advocate such sexual capitalism 
or sexual colonialism. 

I t seems incongruous that the black movement has sanc
tioned the revolutionary involvement of women in the Al
gerian revolution, even though i t s revolutionary circum
stances modified and often a l ternated the common role 
models, but have been duped in to hat ing even t h e i r own 
slave grandmothers who, in not so admirable yet equally 
frightening and demanding circumstances, also modified 
and a l tered the common role models of the black family. 
Fanon wrote in glorious terms about th is ro le change: 

The unveiled Algerian women, who assumed an Increasingly 
Important place In revolutionary action, developed her 
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pensonallty, dLscovened Hie exalting malm o^ 
responsibility.. This woman who, in the avenues 
o& Algiers on OQ Cons tontine, would carry tiie 
gnenades on the submacltine gun charges, the woman 
who tomorrow would be outraged, violated, ton tuned, 
could not put henseli back into her former state 
ofa mind, and nelive her behavior o^ the past....(/) 

Can i t not be said that in slavery black women assumed 
an increasingly important place in the survival action 
and thus developed the i r personal i t ies and sense of 
responsibi l i ty? And af ter being outraged, violated and 
tortured, could she be expected to put herse l f back 
into her former s t a t e of mind and re l ive her behavior 
of the past? 

The crux of this argument is essent ia l ly that blacks, 
since slavery and through the i r en t i re existence in Amer
ica , have also been l iving in revolutionary circumstances 
and under revolutionary pressures. Simply because the 
black l iberat ion struggle has taken 400 years to come 
to fruit ion does not mean that i t is not every b i t as 
dangerous or psychologically exhausting as the Algerian 
s t ruggle . Any revolution cal ls upon the best in both 
i t s men and women. This is why Moynihan's statements 
that "matriarchy" is a root cause of black problems is 
as unfounded as i t is inane. He does not recognize the 
l iberat ion struggle and the demands that i t has made on 
the black family. 

How unfortunate that blacks and whites have allowed 
the most trying and b i t t e r experience in the his tory of 
black people to be interpreted as the beginning of an 
"unashamed plo t" to usurp the very manhood of black men. 
But the myth was perpetuated, and thus what brought the 
a l ternat ion of roles in Algeria was dis tor ted and systema-

1J Frantz Fanon, A Vying Colonialism, New York: 
Grove Press, 1965, p. 107 
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t i c a l l y employed t o s e p a r a t e black men and women in 
Ame r i ca. 

Black women take kindness £or weakness. Leave 
them Jie least little opening and they will put 
you on the cross....It would be like trying to 
pamper, a cobra.... (2) 

Unless we r e a l i z e how thoroughly the American value 
o f male super ior i ty and female i n f e r i o r i t y has per
meated our re la t ionships with each other, we can never 
appreciate the role i t plays in perpetuating racism 
and keeping black people divided. 

Most, but not a l l , American re la t ionships are based 
on some type of "exclusive competition of the superior , 
and the exc lus ive competition of the i n f e r i o r . " This 
means e s s e n t i a l l y that the poor, the uneducated, the 
deprived and the m i n o r i t i e s of the aforementioned groups , 
compete among themselves for the same s c a r c e resources 
and i n f e r i o r o p p o r t u n i t i e s , while the p r i v i l e g e d , mid
dle c l a s s , educa ted , and s e l e c t white m i n o r i t i e s , com
p e t e with each other for r a t h e r p l e n t i f u l resources and 
s u p e r i o r o p p o r t u n i t i e s for p r e s t i g e and power. Competi
t ion among groups i s r a r e , due t o the fac t t h a t elements 
who qua l i fy are almost i n v a r i a b l y absorbed to some ex
t e n t (note the black middle c l a s s ) by the group to which 
they seek e n t r y . We may wel l unders tand t h a t t h e r e i s 
only one equal r e l a t i o n s h i p between man and woman, black 
and wh i t e , in America, and t h i s e q u a l i t y i s based on 
whether or not you can force your way i n t o qua l i fy ing 
for the same r e s o u r c e s . 

But i n s t ead of a t t empt ing to modify t h i s compet i t ive 
d e f i n i t i o n wi th in the black movement, many black males 
have affirmed i t as a way of main ta in ing the c losu re of 
male monopolization of sca rce b e n e f i t s and making the 

i 2 )1 ld r idge Cleaver , Soul On Ice, New York: 
McGraw H i l l , 1968, p.158 
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"dominion of males" impenetrable to black females." This 
i s , of course, very much the American way of exploi ta t ion. 

The order of logic which makes i t possible to pro
nounce, as did Dr. Robert Staples , that "black women 
cannot be free qua women un t i l a l l blacks a t t a in the i r 
l i be ra t ion , " (3) maintains, whether purposely or not , 
that black women wil l be able to separate t he i r female-
ness from the i r blackness and thus they would be able 
to be free as blacks, i f not free as women; or, tha t 
male freedom ought to come f i r s t ; or , f i na l ly , tha t the 
freedom of black women and men, and the freedom of 
black people as a whole, are not one and the same. 

Only with the concept of role in tegrat ion can we 
hope to r i se above the petty demarcations of human 
freedom that America i s noted for, and that are un
fortunately inherent in Dr. S taples ' remark. Role 
integrat ion i s the rea l iza t ion tha t : 

--ego attachments to pa r t i cu la r a c t i v i t i e s or 
t r a i t s must be abolished as a method of determining 
malehood and femalehood; that instead, eto attachments 
must be d is t r ibuted to a wider var ie ty of tasks and 
t r a i t s in order to weaken the power of one ac t iv i ty in 
determining self-worth, and 

- - the f l e x i b i l i t y of a people in effect ing role 
a l ternat ion and role integrat ion has been an h i s t o r i 
cally proven asset to the survival of any people -
witness I s r ae l , China and Algeria. 

Thus, the unwitting adoption and the knowing perpe
tuation of th i s American value re f lec t s three i n t e r 
related s i t ua t ions : 

(3) Robert Staples , The Myth ojj the Black Matriarchy," 
The Black Scholar, Jan . -Feb . , 1970, p . 16 
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--black people's growing sense of securi ty and well-
being, and the i r fa i lure to recognize the expanse of 
black problems; 

--black people's over- identif icat ion with the dominant 
group, even though the survival of blacks in America is 
not assured, and 

--black people's be l ie f in the myth of "matriarchy" 
and the i r subsequent rejection of role integrat ion as 
unnatural and unnecessary. 

While the rhetor ic of black power and the advocates 
of cul tural nationalism laud black people for t he i r 
ab i l i ty to struggle under oppressive odds, they simul
taneously seek to s t r i p away or incapacitate the pheno
menon of role integrat ion - the very means by which 
blacks were able to survive.' They seek to replace i t 
with a weak, in t rac table role separation which would 
completely sap the strength of the black movement be
cause i t would inhib i t the mobilization of both women 
and men. I t was th is ab i l i t y to mobilize black men and 
black women that guaranteed .survival during slavery. 

The strength of role integration is sorely over
looked as blacks throw away the hot comb, the bleach 
cream, the lye, and yet i n s i s t on maintaining the worst 
of American values by placing the strength of black 
women in the t rac t ion of the white female s t a tu s . 

I would think black men would want a be t t e r s ta tus 
for t he i r s i s t e r black women; indeed, black women would 
want a be t t e r s tatus for themselves, rather than a 
warmed-over throne of women's in fe r io r i ty , which white 
women are beginning to abandon. 

Though most white women's l ib advocates fa i l to real ize 
the poss ib i l i t y , the i r subsequent l iberat ion may spel l a 
strengthening of the s ta tus quo values from which they 
sought l iberat ion. Since more and more women wil l be 



p a r t i c i p a t i n g in the decision making process , those few-
women p a r t i c i p a t i n g in the " s t rugg le" w i l l be out-numbered 
by the more t r a d i t i o n a l middle c lass women. This means 
tha t the t r a d i t i o n a l women wi l l be in a pos i t ion to take 
advantage of new oppor tuni t ies which rad ica l women's l i b 
e ra t ion has s t ruggled to win. Voting s tud ies now r e f l e c t 
tha t the t r a d i t i o n a l women, middle c lass and above, tend 
to vote the same way as t h e i r husbands. Because blacks 
have dea l t with these husbands in the e f fo r t to secure 
j o b s , housing and educat ion, i t does not seem l i ke ly 
tha t blacks w i l l gain s i g n i f i c a n t l y from the open mo
b i l i t y of less t o l e r a n t women whose viewpoints d i f f e r 
l i t t l e from those of t h e i r husbands. 

If white r ad ica l thought has ca l led upon the s t r eng th 
of a l l women to take a pos i t ion of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and 
power, can blacks afford to r e l ega te black women to 
"home and bab ie s" while white women re inforce the s t a t u s 
quo? The cry of black women's l i b e r a t i o n i s a cry 
against chaining a very much needed labor force and 
a g i t a t i n g force to a ro l e t ha t once belonged t o impo
t e n t , a p o l i t i c a l white women. Blacks speak lovingly 
of the vanguard and the importance of women in the 
s t r u g g l e , and yet f a i l to recognize tha t women have been 
assigned a new p lace , based on white ascr ibed charac te r 
i s t i c s of women, r a t h e r than on t h e i r ac tual p o t e n t i a l . 
The black movement needs i t s women in a pos i t ion of 
s t r u g g l e , not prone. The s t rugg le blacks face i s not 
taking place between knives and forks , at the washboard, 
or in the diaper p a i l . I t i s taking place on the labor 
market, a t the p o l l s , in government, in the p ro t ec t i on 
of black communities, in local neighborhood power s t r u g 
g l e s , in housing and in education. 

Can blacks afford to be sc unobservant of cur ren t 
events as to send t h e i r women to f igh t a non-ex i s t en t 
b a t t l e in a dishpan? Even now, the black adoption of 
the white values of women has begun to show i t s e f fec ts 
on black women in d i s t i n c t i v e ways. The black l i b e r a t i o n 
movement has created a p o l i t i c i z e d , un l ibe ra t ed copy of 
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white womanhood. Black women who par t ic ipated in the 
struggle have fai led to recognize, for the most pa r t , 
the unique contradiction between renunciation of capi
t a l i s t i c competition and the acceptance of sexual col
onialism. The fa i lure of the black movement to resolve 
and deal with this dilemma has perpetuated the following 
a t t i tudes in American po l i t i c ized black women: 

--The be l ie f in the myth of matriarchy. The black 
woman has been made to feel ashamed of her strength, and 
so to redeem herself she has adopted from whites the 
be l ie f that superiori ty and dominance of the male is 
the most "natural" and "normal"relationship. She con
sequently believes that black women ought to be sup
pressed in order to a t ta in that "natural balance." 

--Because the white woman's role has been held up as 
an example to a l l black women, many black women feel 
inadequate and so ardently compete in "femininity" with 
white females for black males' a t tent ion. She further 
competes with black females in an attempt to be the 
"blackest and the most feminine," thereby, the more 
superior to her fellow black s i s t e r s in appealing to 
black po l i t i c ized men. She competes also with the 
apol i t i ca l black female in an attempt to keep black 
males from "regressing" back to females whom she feels 
have had more "pract ice" in the t rad i t ional role of 
white woman than has she. 

—Finally, she emphasizes the t rad i t iona l roles of 
women, such as housekeeping, children, supportive ro les , 
and self-maintenance, but she po l i t i c izes these roles 
by cal l ing them the role of black women. She then 
adopts the a t t i tude that her job and her l i fe is to 
have more children which can be used in the vanguard 
of the black s t ruggle. 

Black women, as the song "Black Pearl" r e l a t e s , have 
been put up where they belong, but by American standards. 
Is i t so inconceivable that the American value of respect 
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that child or feed i t ? Does the vanguard, of which Dr. 
Staples so reverently speaks, recognize the existence 
of the term "bastard?" 

Someone once suggested that the word "bastard" be 
deleted from the values of black people. Would i t not 
be more revolutionary for blacks to advocate a five-year 
moratorium on black b i r th s un t i l every black baby in an 
American orphanage was adopted by one or more black 
parents? Then blacks could rea l ly have a val id reason 
for continuing to give b i r t h . Children would mean more 
than simply a role for black women to play, or fuel for 
the legendary vanguard. Indeed, blacks would be able 
to tap the potent ia l of the exis t ing children and could 
sensibly add more potent ia l to the black struggle for 
l ibera t ion . To do th is would be to do something no 
other c iv i l i z a t i on , modern of course, has ever done, 
and blacks would be allowing every black child to have 
a home and not jus t a plot in some under-staffed 
chi ldren 's penal farm.. 

What makes a healthy black baby in an orphanage 
different from "our own flesh and blood?" Except for 
the American value of i n fe r io r i t y - supe r io r i t y , and the 
concept of "bastard" that accompanies i t , there i s 
nothing" "wrong" with the orphaned child save what white 
society has taught us to perceive. 

We can conclude that black women's l iberat ion and 
black men's l ibera t ion is what we mean when we speak of 
the l iberat ion of black people. I maintain that the 
true l ibera t ion of black people depends on t he i r re jec
tion of the in fe r io r i ty of women, the reject ion of com
pet i t ion as the only viable re la t ionship between men, 
and the i r re-affirmation of respect for general human 
potent ial in whatever form, man, child or woman, i t i s 
conceived. 
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