
The d i sc ip l ine and fury of ancient Crete 

was awakened to breathe i t s anger on the modern 

world l a s t September 7 in , of a l l unl ikely but 

ideal p laces , At lant ic Shi t ty , a t the Miss America 

Pageant. Crete, because i t was one of the l a s t 
* 

c iv i l ized soc ie t ies where women held a degree 
of honest power over t h e i r own l ives (not the 

/ s t e r e o t y p i c a l \bave been 
^KiaraipHisciixB manipulative power we ^»s forced 
A r _ 
to resot to at ever s ince, but decent self-

determination as human beings) , and At lan t ic 

City because one of the most ho r r i f i c combination-

symbols of a l l America stands for was being re 

created there in a barbaric r i t u a l . 

The Miss America Pageant—a seemingly ludicrous 

t a rge t for an act ion—is ac tua l ly one of the more 

dangerous l i t t l e r i t u a l s going. I t nea t ly combines 

a l l the good old American values : racism, capi tal ism, 
«competitlor»' ivi<dx e&^vt^U*.. 

militarism,) vu lgar i ty , puritanism, and l igh t -hear tedness , k J 
which pro tes t s i t from anyone taking i t ser iously , and 

maybe doing something about i t . 

About two hundred women from the Women's Libera

tion Movement, however, were not so taken in by 

i t s "harmlessness. "(Florence Kennedy, the black c i v i l -

r igh t s lawyer and a mi l i tan t on women's r ights as wel l , 

s a id , " Chicago i s comparable to throwing a brick through 

the window of a pol ice s t a t i on . SUbe At lan t ic City act ion 

is comparable to peeing on an expensive rug a t a po l i t e 

cocktai l par ty . They never expect the second kind of 

p r o t e s t , and very often i t is the one that r e a l l y gets 
them 
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them up- t igh t . ") 

The gut issue a t the Pageant, of course, and 
(Were J & e r e ^ 

the basic reason why our s i s t e r s %BM± was~because 

a l l of the disgusting values represented (mentioned 

above) were personif ied--or ra ther packaged--in 

the guise of Woman. I t f igures . All throgfe h i s to ry , 

empire-building, conquest, c l a s s - s t rugg le , the 

one group^Teverybody could agree was infer ior was 

women. Human females are the oldest oppressed people 

on aa r th . I can see the smiles on the faces of some 

male-chauvinist readers of Rat, se l f - s ty led revolut ion

a r i e s who have studied the i r Marx, Guevara, Marcuse, 

Fanon (go back and read the chapter on Algerian women, 

by the way, in A Dying Colonialism), but who haven' t 

given qui te the same a t t en t ion to endless anthropological 

s tudies t h a t : 1) there i s no d i f fe rence / betieen men 

and women but the obvious one of gen i ta l s and reproduction, 

— that means no inherent psychological separateness, 

bro thers , 2) only in those soc ie t i e s where tte sexual 
5_and functions 

roles ^overlap can there be l a s t ing cooperation and 

peace (such t r ibes do e x i s t ) ; con t ra r i ly , those cul tures 

that polar ize the ssxsatx sexes are aggressive and warlike 

—familiar? 3) the Hemingway mystique (slap women and shoot 

animals and you're a rea l man) is as bru ta l iz ing to men 

as ±s the " i n t u i t i v e , emotional , pas s ive , " stereotype 

is degrading to women. 

O.K., you immediately agree. Now we're to the male 

l i b e r a l s . Then why did the ins is tence of Women's Liberation 

Groups on recognizing only women reporters for the i r act ion 



pu t the p r e s s (underground as we l l as Es tabl i shment) 

so u p - t i g h t ? Poss ib ly because the "news c h i c k s " were 

s h u t t l e d off somewhere covering fash ion shows ( the 

Voice) or school and day-ca re crap t h a t is 'women's 

news? Well , we found our own for the Miss America 

zap : women r e p r o t e r s , women photographers , women 

from BA I lugging tape r e c o r d e r s , women from LNS and 

Newsreel hung wi th s ix cameras each—and they were 

with us i n p a r t i c i p a t o r y journa l i sm from the KiHBBitHg 

planning s e s s i o n s through t h e bus r i d e s down, wi th 

us on the boardwalk, with us i n s i d e the Convention 

H a l l , w i th us in the j a i l , (Carol Ann Jones , tape 

r eco rde r and a l l , was one of t h o s e b u s t e d ) . Not 

t h a t t h i s is unusua l - - the "weaker sex" has been 

busted and beaten everywhere from Chicago to Columbia 

to Oakland—but somehow we always ge t isxt ignored 

when "movement l e a d e r s ge t t o g e t h e r ' (Remebej? the 

h a i r - r a i s e r in Fayerweather Ha l l when an SDS guy 

asked for "chicks to v o l u n t e r for cooking duty?) " O P 

t h a t ma t t e r , Up Against the Wall , Rat J, fo*> ads t h a t 

ask f o r "a ch ick to do typing? and for p lay ing the 

c i r c u l a t i o n skin-game on i t s c o v e r s . Nothing a g a i n s t 

s k i n — i t s g r rovy , man, but why always only a naked 

women? I s i t because we ' re jus t s ex -ob j ec t s a f t e r a l l 

and c o u l d n ' t p o s s i b l e a c t i v e l y dig sex o u r s e l v e s , d ig 

looking a t a naked guy on a Rat coves-? What the h e l l i s 

going on here? 

We in the movement a r e supposed to be t ry ing to 

c r e a t e a l t e r n a t i v e l i f e - s t y l e s to the p u t r i d swamp 

we see a l l around u s . Can we d a r e , then , to lug wi th 



the auctioning off of a huge Miss America dummy 

to which some of the women chained themselves--

the auctioneer dressed as a c l a s s i ca l Wall S t ree t 

f inancier cum male chauvinis t ; the f i l l i n g of 

a huge Freedom Trash Can with instruements of 

women t o r t u r e : b ra s , g i r d l e s , c u r l e r s , fa l se 

eyelashes, steno pads and d ishc lo ths , and issues 

of women's magazines. All th i s to the accompaniment 

of songs that Beverly Grant and Lyn Loredo, among 

o thers , had wr i t t en : "A p re t t y g i r l i s a commodity", 

"We sha l l not be Used," and "Ain't she sweet/ 

makin' p rof i t off her meat/ beauty s e l l s she 's 

told so she 's out pluggin' i t / a i n ' t she sweet." 

The fuzz were g a l l a n t - p o l i t e to the extent 

of causing paranoia at f i r s t , but as the day wore 

on (we were there untII-midnight) they began act ing 

l ike normal p igs . (Some in te res t ing side bonuses— 

a l a d i e s ' room rap with policewomen, who a r e n ' t 

allowed to stand picket duty, and can ' t make a r r e s t s 

in At lant ic Ci ty , about the i r r i g h t s . This put a younger 

one wxi through changes un t i l her older superior rescued 

her from currupting influences.) 

A headquarters in the black community had been established 

through the good graces of Flo Kennedy, where people went 
twenty-member 

to res t and eat and where the "inside squad" went to change 

into s t r a igh t disguise before entering the Hall on t i cke t s 

bought weeks e a r l i e r . Ssxsxstx^sd The res t stayed on the 

boardwalk, p icket ing, singing, and rapping furiously with 

the crowd of about five hundred spectators held back by 



us old va lue s and p r e j u d i c e s of such Insidiou sness? 

The suburban i t e commutes to Wall S t r e e t whi le h i s 

wife p l a n s l i t t l e gourmet d i n n e r s of squab—the 

"new man" gBJsarxBff l eaves h i s Lower East Side pad 

to work for the Revolut ion in anyone of a hundred 

ways, while k±Ek hio "ohick" s t ays home and s t i r s 

the brown r i c e . This has g o t to s t o p , and new, 
b r o t h e r s , 

before we t u r n i n t o our own oppressors a l l t he 

more. " Imper i a l i sm," as Jud i th Duf fe t t of Women's 

AR&-%hie-te3»4ttgs-ae-baek-%e-A%la-»fe3re-5£%£*y. 

L i b e r a t i o n s a y s , "begins a t home." 

And t h a t b r ings us back to A t l a n t i c T i t t y . 

Women's L ib . groups have been func t ion ing for a 

few years now, a l l over t h e c o u n t r y , but the 

Pageant brought them t o g e t h e r for t h e i r f i r s t 

major m i l i t a n t demons t ra t ion . People came from 

F l o r i d a , Washington, Boston, New J e r s e y , P h i l a . , 

and New York, and messages of s o l i d a r i t y a r r i v e d 

from C a l i f o r n i a , Chicago, e t c .—groups t h a t c o u l d n ' t 

get ua the bread to make t h e t r i p . 

We a r r i v e d a t about two p .m . , having a l r eady accom

p l i shed a spontaneous t r i u m p h — l i b e r a t i n g a men's room 

in a t u rnp ike r e s t u a r a n t (fuck these p u r i t a n i c a l r u l e s 

when people have to go to the John)—and established 

a bas ic p i cke t l i n e d i r e c t l y in f r o n t of Convent ionHal l . 

Some s igns r e a d : Miss America S e l l s I t , The Living 

Bra and the Dead S o l d i e r , Everyone i s B e a u t i f u l , Miss 

America i s A l ive and Angry in Harlem, and Up Agaains t 

the Wall Motherhood. G u e r r i l l a t h e a t e r exploded every 

hour or so : the crowning of a l i v e sheep as Miss A . , 



pol ice barr icades . Double barricades had to be put 

up a t one point , when the heckling began to be 

physical ( t h a t ' s O.K., too—some of the sistars 

are into learning judo). At lant ic City is Wallace 

country, so we got the usual commie-calls in addit ion 

to being ca l led ug l i e s , d ikes , whores, and cas t ra t ing 

b i t ches . (There a r e no uglies—only ugly beauty standards; 

Lesbians are people who want to love in peace, and we're 

a l l bi-sexual anyway, i f we'd come off i t ; whores 

are the creat ions of whoremasters; and cas t ra t ing bi tches 

are people who might jus t be f ighting for the i r l i v e s . ) 

Women from the crowd did join the demonstrators 

(one complete with baby-carriage and todd le r ) , but most 

jus t smiled when the i r purple-faced mates weren't 

watching. At midnight, a candle- l ight dance was held 

in funeral ce lebra t ion for Miss America, and in so l idar 

i t y with the inside squad who, by tha t time, had d i s 

rupted the Pageant on l i ve t e l ev i s ion . 

The f i r s t to be busted, Peggy Dobbins, had been 
Toni Hair Conditioner 

spraying near the Mayor's box. This junk smells l i k e 

what was put Into the ven t i l a t i on system of Humphrey's 

ho te l in Chicago, and Toni i s , what 's more, a sponsor 

of the Pageant. (So Is Oldmobile and Pepsi . Women's 

Liberation i s boycotting a l l th ree . ) Dobbins was charged 

with dosorderly conduct, with ba i l set a t 1000 do l l a r s 

_ (the Mayor wacsr obviously hates Toni). Since then, the 

charge has been escalated to an ind ic tab le offense with 

a possible two-to-three year rap. We had h i t r ight a t 

the soft white underbelly of the beast , and At lant ic 

City doesn ' t fool around. Women's Liberation is mobilizing 



a defense fund, and contr ibut ions and l e t t e r ^ 

of support can be sent t o : 

Meanwhile, in the balcony, s ixteen s i s t e r s 

unfurled a huge Women's Liberation banner over 

the r a i l , and shouted "Freedom" and "No More 

Miss America" u n t i l the t e l ecas t stopped dead 

for over ten seconds. The contestants turned 

as l i l y -wh i t e as t h e i r gowns, Bert Parks 

forgot h is l ines (aided by scrambled cue cards, 

thanks, we have been to ld , to a s i s t e r - t r a v e l e r 

among the contestants themselves!) , axsa an NBC 

cameraman asking permission to focus on the 

banner was told he 'd be f i red on the spot if 

he d id , and the blue meanies fina l l y came charging 

in . 

Elizabeth Natale-Regina was h i t on the head 
with 
by a pocketbook by a l i v id lady who f e l t the 

center of A-weriea-R parr lot ism had been invaded, 

and Susan Silverman said she f e l t more afraid 

of the ail-American audience's rage than of the 

p l i c e themselves. There were a t l ea s t s ix a r r e s t s 

in a l l , some forc ib le because a number of women 
locked 

wxsrjiHBd t h e i r arms around the balcony r a i l and 

kept shouting u n t i l muzzled and dragged out. Naomi 

Jaffee returned to her chair and refused to leave, 

showing her t i c k e t , un t i l she was wrenched away. 

Peggy Dobbins, a l ready In custody, was meanwhile 
karsc±iagxxkg» being given Indian-burns by five cops 



in the pol ice s ta t ion- - they have to get the i r 

j o l l i e s somehow. 

Some of the women were released a f te r charges 

had been dropped. This "compromise"was reached 

a f t e r Police Chief F lore l la was informed the 

outside women were about to march into the ha l l 

fin p ro t e s t . He demanded we leave the c i t y immediately 

and comandeered our buses an hour early to get us 

out . We said we weren't going without Dobbins, 

Jaffee, and Jones, s t i l l In j a i l , and Flo Kennedy, 

who was trying to ex t r i ca te them. The chief 

backed down and we went Instead to our headquarters , 

feel ing be t t e r because the fuzz were more than 

alarmed a t making a scene in the black community. 

The brothers and s i s t e s s there were beaut i fu l , 

and ax of inestimable help when the pigs wouldn't 

l e t us out of the buses. Confrontation. Women 

ge t t ing angry now. Cops get t ing freaked. F ina l ly 

we won our poin t , got our bai l together, »ar and 

a delegation went to the ja il.iaxspKxiagx The 

group included two witnesses to F l o r e l l a ' s l i e s 

about dropping the charges against everyone (and 

making a deal about Dobbins), as well as p res s . 

The home-in-bed-you-can't-reach-him pol ice chef 

was suddenly ava i l ab le . Bail was reduced, we 

got our s i s t e r s out, and even comandeered pol ice 

cars to take the extra people back to the busses. 

The Atlant ic City aftermath is weird. Itseems 

the town feels convention business i s harmed (more 

they say, than Chicago's, because they ' r e nearer to 



New York and these wild-eyed radical women could 

cme down any t ime); the Pageant may have to be 

taped next year, without a l ive audience (execept 

for the twenty, the audience was dead, anyway). 

But what wi l l they do for contes tan ts , whom they 

can no longer t r u s t , or judges, for t ha t matter, 

one of whom, a newspaper woman, resigned in sym

pathy with our p ro t e s t ) ? 

At lant ic City was only the beginning for the 

Women's Liberation Movement, and i t was an apt 

place for a debut. Future plans include a round 

the clock open s torefront disseminating everything 

from b i r th -con t ro l and abortion information to 

judo lessons and coffee and l i be ra t ion rapping; 

act ions against the tosmetic and fashion empires, 

debutante b a l l s , a l l -male public res taurants and 

bars . Women's Liberation wi l l be In Boston when 

B i l l Baird 's case comes before the Mass. Supreme 

Court (for giving away intruements of b i r th c o n t r o l ) . 

Judo-trained Women's Liberation ce l l s w i l l be a t 

Columbia th i s f a l l . Others are planning act ions to 

once and for a l l h i t the he l lhole that is the Women's 

House of Detention. 

There's no end from here on in , r ight u£> to and 

through the revolut ion. Women are angry now. Women 

are sick of dying din kit hen tables from abor t ions . 

Welfare women are sick of l iv ing under the th rea t of 

losing t h e i r kids ifxi&acy unless they deny the i r own 

sexual being. Black women have had i t with the kind 

o 



of S toke ly pronouncemtn t h a t b o a s t s , " the only 

p o s i t i o n for women in SNCC i s p r o n e " . Poor 

women a r e s i c k of being even more oppressed 

than t h e i r husband'^, who can beat them up 

atRstx in order to r e g a i n l o s t "manhood". College 

women a r e s ick of p r i s o n do rm- ru le s . Even "e s t 

ab l i shment" women a r e s ick of job d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 

and being pa t ron i zed fo r ^oing equal work a t 

l e s s pay than men. And Movement women a r e 

s i c k and goddamned mad a t p l ay ing home-f i re 

to t h e i r r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s , a t being l a y s but 

never comrades, a t being ca l l ed f r i v o l o u s to 

demand t h e i r own r i g h t s as human beings "when 

more s e r ious r evo lu t i ona ry problems a r e a t s t a k e . " 

Your own gut i s sue i s the key to your commit 

ment. Empathy for o t h e r s does not case r a d i c a l 

change, only an awareness of your own oppre s s ion . 

Malcolm sa id itx no count ry i s f ree where i t s 

women a r e ens laved . A l g e r i a , China, Cuba, No*h 

Vie tnam—they ' re a l l l e a rn ing t h a t . But don' 

wai t to admire women a s people u n t i l we c a r r y 

machine-guns. W e ' l l do t h a t t oo , when t h e t ime 

comes, and i t ' s coming. What about now, unglamourous 

now? Look a t how youn l i v e , b r o t h e r s . Look how you 

a r e being made i n t o oppressors to f u r t h e r oppress 

u s . The r e v o l u t i o n begins a t home. 

And s i s t e r s , j o i n u s . We're a motley crew, not 

f r e e because how can anyone be f r e e i n t h e midst of 

t h i s s o c i e t y , but t r y i n g to l e a r n the awkward motions 

^ 



of being ourselves, of loving and respecting our

selves and each other , of refusing to p r o s t i t u t e 

ouselves before our own degradation. 
mi l i tan t 

Black people no matter how committed, are s t i l l 

a minority, Peace people, no matter how committed, 

are s t i l l a minority. Under-25's are fas t becoming 

a majority, but women are a majority r ight now. Dig 

i t , s i s t e r s . We can be the cut t ing edge . We are 

the Revolution. 

And up against the wall any frivolous male 

reactionary who gets in our way.' 


