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NEWSPAPERS IH 4 WESTERN STATES 
N 

V/e had occasion to consider the comparative cost of space in 
various types of newspapers in the s t a tes of Minnesota, Icwa, 
Wisconsin and Michigan. Some facts were brought out which are 
pa r t i cu la r ly informative. The attached statement wi l l give the 
d e t a i l s . 

In general the problem was to consider the r e l a t ive cost of cov
ering these four s t a t e s with e i ther metropolitan newspapers, 
small town papers or country weeklies. 

The f i r s t group consists of the l a rges t c i ty in each s t a t e and 
the b ig popular paper. The second group - smaller c i t i e s in these 
s t a tes - shows that i t takes a t o t a l of 51 papers to reach approxi
mately the same amount of people as are reached by the four metro
po l i t an papers, and is twice as expensive. 

Country weeklies have been divided into two groups, the American 
Press Association and the Western newspaper Union. 

The American Press Association consis ts of those papers which can 
be selected for individual towns and require a p la t e for each publ i 
ca t ion . 

I t i s i n t e res t ing to note tha t they hace oract ly the same c i r cu la t ion 
as the 51 papers in the small c i t i e s . The r e s t i s $10.52 for the 
country weeklies (Ama>7ican Press Associsticu) as against $2.64 for 
the small town newspapers. 

The Western Newspaper Union papers (country weeklies) are sold in 
groups Which have to be bought on the ba-sis of l i s t s tha t have the 
most c i rcu la t ion in these four sta ' .os, T.ie four l i s t s which are used 
have a to ta l cf "11 p a p e r s Only four peaces, one for eaoh l i s t , 
woaid be required . 

The schedule for each grc.p ia apportions:5., comparatively, on the 
theory tha t i t i s not necessary to use as much apace in the smaller 
papars as would be necessary in metropolitan papers , to get the sane 
ef fec t . This also shows the cost of running these comparative 
schedules in each type of publ ica t ion . 

Summary i s as follows: 
Circula t ion Lineage Aggregate Cost of Milline Rate 

Line Rate. ScheduT.e 
Metropolitan Newspapers 682,022 10,000 $1.20 $12,000 $1.76 
Small Town Hew6papere 739,183 5,000 2.64 13s222 3.58 
Country Ueekliee 739,450 2,500 10,52 26,304 14.24 
(American Press Assoc.) 

Country Weeklies 599,383 2,500 4.09 10,225 6.83 
(Western newspaper Union) 
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COMPARATIVE SCHEDULES FOR NEWSPAPERS IN 

States Total State 
Pooulation 

MINNESOTA. IOWA. WISCONSIN AND MICHIGAN 
Showing cost of covering Metropolitan centers, smal

ler cities and the rural pooulation. 

Population Per- Number of Total cir- City cir- Per-
In cities cent- families culation culation cent-
covered age in cities ago 

Aggre
gate 
1 ine 
rate 

Cest of 
schedule 

Milline rate or 
rate 
per 1 
circu 

i.er line 
,000.000 
lation 

• • • •Count ry 2500 l i n e schedule Western Newspaper union (711 Country Weeklies! 
Weeklies 

Minnesota 2 ,387,125 
Iowa 2 ,404,021 
Wisconsin 2,632,067 
Michigan 3.568,412 

Tota l 11,091,625 

193,345 
115,861 
177,532 
112.645 

5S9 t383 

$ie50 
o50 

1 02. 
C *"• 

$3750. 
2250. 
2550. 
1675. 

$7-77 
7.76 
5.73 
5»93 

£4 .09 $10 ,225 . $6.83 

•*** Total of 711 count ry weekl ies (Western Newspaper Union) Minneapolis l i s t : 262 . Milwaukee L i s t : 178. 
Des Moines L i s t : 154. D e t r o i t L i s t : 117 < 

Only one p l a t e per group of papers r e q u i r e d . 



COMPARATIVE SCHEDULES FOR NEWSPAPERS IN 
MINNESOTA. IOWA. WISCONSIN AND MICHIGAN 

Showing cost of covering Metropolitan centers, smal
ler cities and the rural population 

States Tota l s t a t e 
popula t ion 

Populat ion 
in c i t i e s 
covered 

•Met ropo l i t an 
Newspapers 10.000 l i n e schedule 

Minnesota 
I?wa 
Wisconsin 
Michigan 

To ta l 

2 ,387,125 
2 ,404,021 
2.632J067 
5.668.412 

234,698 
126,468 
457,147 
993.678 

Per- Number of 
c e n t - f ami l i e s 
age in c i t i o a 

11,091,625 1,611,991 

9.8 
5 .3 

17,4 
27,1 
16 .3 

54,409 
31,644 

106,101 
219.9*3 
411,127 

Tota l c i r c u -
l a t i o n 

I f5 ,164 
136,846 
118^.26 
271'.3P 3 
66~, 0»i2 

Ci ty c i r c u - Per - Aggre- Cost of 
l a t i o n con t - g a t e schedule 

age l i n o 
r a t e 

96,376 
47,503 
74,l??i 

P. 08 ,,?9'i. 
426,708 

62,1 
34.7 
62.5 
70 9 

$ .28 
.25 
.22 
c45 

£2800. 
2500. 
2200. 
4500, 

M i l l i n e r a t e 
or r a t e per 
l i n e p e r 
1.000.000 
c i r c u l a t i o n 

$1 .81 
1.82 
1.85 
1.66 

62.6 1.20 $12 ,000 . $1 .76 

* St. Paul, Minn: Pioneer Press &Dispatch. Des Moines, Iowa: Register Tribune* Milwaukee, Wis.: Journals Detroit, Mich. 
News. 

• •Smal l C i t i e s 
newspapers 

Minnesota 
Iowa 
Wisconsin 
Michigan 

Tota l 

5.000 l i n e 

2 ,387 ,125 
2 ,404,021 
2,632,067 
3.668.412 

11,091,625 

schedule 

210,492 
441,520 
442,364 
615.829 

1,710,205 

8.6 
18.4 
16.8 
16.8 
15.4 

46,776 
98,116 
93,303 

136.351 
380,046 

76,147 
206,086 
160,384 
296.566 
739,183 

39,553 
8 9..504 
90,4 r ;3 

173.4S0 
392,010 

51.9 ,3644 $1822. 
42-9 .785 3925. 
56 ,.4 .695 3475. 
58.5 .800 4000. 
53 ,0 $2.6444 $13 ,222 . 

'To ta l of 51 papers in c i t i e s from 150,000 popula t ion t o 10 ,000. M i n n . - - 9 . , Iowa—16. W i s . - - 1 5 . Mich .—11 . 

• • •Count ry 2500 l i n e schedule American Press Assoc ia t ion 
Weeklies 

Minnesota 
Iowa 
Wisconsin 

' Michigan 
Tota l 

2 ,387.125 
2 ,404,021 
2,632,067 
3,668.412 

11,091,625 

(611 Country weekl ies) 

76,320 
206,720 
160,160 
296.250 

$1.0096 $ 2524. 
2.892 
2.39 
4 . 2 3 

7230. 
5975. 

10575. 

54.79 
3.81 
4.34 
2.69 

£3.58 

739,450 $10.5216 $26304. 
Tota l »f 611 count ry weekl ies . (Amex.Sress A s s ' n , ) M i n n : 4 8 . Icwa:170. Wis: 143. Michi250. Ind iv idua l p l a t e s r e q u i r e d . 

$13.28 
13.97 
14.94 
14.29 

&14.24 


