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Symposium keynote address 
marks state of race relations 
By SCOTT GELIN 

Racial problems are present at the Uni­
versity, but so is the potential for reform, 
Dean of Arts and Science Richard White 
told a sparse but spirited crowd Tuesday 
night in Page Auditorium. 

In his keynote address to the sympo­
sium, "Issues Surrounding the Experi­
ences of Black Students on White Cam­
puses," White spoke about past and pres­
ent minority relations problems at the 
University, in relation to the University's 
goals for the future. 

For details on symposium panel 
discussions, see page 3 

White identified three major areas 
presenting problems for black students 
and offering possibilities for change: sup­
port systems, financial aid and academ­
ics. 

Citing the low numbers of blacks in un­
dergraduate, graduate and faculty posi­
tions at the University since the early 
60s, he noted that the percentages for all 
three categories have fluctuated yearly, 
but have always remained at less than 10 
percent. "It's been a small change year to 
year," White said. "We can't say tha t we 
have come a long way." 

While noting a "new tide of racism ris­
ing in academic colleges," White said he 
also saw a recently increased interest in 
black-white fellowship and interaction. In 
spite of some reforms, we are not suc­
cessful, he said. "We need to develop 
strategies for satisfactory retention fand 
fulfill a] need for belongingness." 

Although black graduation rates at the 
University are always well above the na­
tional average of 50 percent, this is 
"nothing to brag about, but the potential 
is there." 

While speaking favorably of the Office 
of Minority Affairs and the positive effects 
of mentorship programs for blacks, he 
suggested at the same time tha t greater 
funding and participation was necessary 
for both programs. 

One black support program in question,' 
he said, is the Duke Preview Program, an 
organization which brings black students 
to the University the summer before they 
matriculate. The program was called 
racist by the mother of one black high 
school applicant, he said, who questioned 
why black students should have to adjust 
to the University ra ther than the Univer­
sity to them. The program's existence con­
tributed to the student 's decision to even-

See KEYNOTE on page 16 • 
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Bread from heaven 
Wonder buns line up outside the Bryan Center, awaiting their moments of 
glory as Ratburger sandwiches. 

Hawes gets 40 
years for rapes 
From staff reports 

Lawrence Edward Hawes of Durham 
was sentenced to 40 years in prison 
Monday after pleading guilty to raping 
two students last spring, according to 
the Durham Morning Herald. 

Hawes pleaded guilty to two counts 
of second-degree rape, two counts of 
first-degree burglary, and two counts 
of committing other sexual offenses, 
the Herald reported. 

Superior Court Judge Anthony 
Brannon recommended tha t Hawes 
not receive parole or work-release 
during his sentence, the Herald said. 

Hawes was originally charged with 
two counts of first-degree rape, for 
which he could have received up to 260 
years in prison. However, with his plea 
bargain he was allowed to plead guilty 
to second-degree rape, and charges re­
lated to the robbery of the two students 
were dropped, according to the Herald. 

The first rape to which Hawes con­
fessed occurred April 29 in Giles dor­
mitory first-floor study room. Accord­
ing to Duke Public Safety reports, the 
student was studying for a final exam 
at about 3 a.m., when her assailant 
entered the dorm and raped her. 

The second rape occurred May 4 in a 
Swift Avenue apartment. In tha t case, 
the victim awoke to find the rapist 
crouched beside her bed. 

Hawes was arrested May 6, ap­
proximately a week after being 
released from prison on charges of 
breaking and entering and robbing the 
former Ivy Room res turant at gun­
point. 

Fund lends a hand to private social services 
This story is the first in a two-part series 

on public and private responses to social 
problems. 

By CRAIG OLIVER 

Rather than rely on a perceived dearth 
of governmental ability to solve social 
problems, a private, Southern foundation 
has been funding community-based orga­
nizations in their at tempts to confront a 
number of social problems. 

While government does have an impor­
t an t role in dealing with social problems, 
the scope of the problems is huge and gov­
ernment alone cannot adequately solve 
them, said J im Levy, North Carolina coor­

dinator for the Fund for Southern Com­
munities (FSC). 

A group of southerners founded the 
FSC in 1981 to award grants to small so­
cial action organizations in Georgia, 
North Carolina and S~y_ 
South Carolina, / 1 
who normally "had nf-TAfc, Jr\ IK, 
no way of getting 
funds for activities," 
Levy said. 

Organizations funded by the FSC in­
clude Nine to Five, a clerical workers or­
ganization, the Georgia Black Student As­
sociation and the Coalition Against a Ra­
dioactive Environment, based in 

IQWN 

Taylorsville, N.C. 
Levy was quick to identify the advan­

tages he believed such grassroots organi­
zations have over the government. "Most 
government programs are designed to 
help people so tha t it doesn't change the 
social order," Levy said. "We're not inter­
ested in putt ing Band-Aids" over social 
problems." 

Levy said the groups' greatest asset is 
the t ra ining and support they provide 
along with monetary aid. 

"We don't jus t give out the grant. We 
follow tha t up with training," Levy said. 
He listed several ways the FSC supports 

See FSC on page 6 ^ 

Professors recommend calculus revolution 
ByBOBLEVEtLLE 

Two associate professors of mathemat­
ics at the University are trying to change 
the way calculus is taught nationally by 
including writ ing and reasoning skills, as 
well as more individual attention, in the 
calculus curriculum. 

This upcoming spring semester, the two 
men plan to implement elements of their 
reform in a preceptorial offered to stu­
dents taking Math 32, in place of the stan­
dard course. 

"Calculus now emphasizes symbol ma­
nipulation," said David Smith, one of the 
two associate professors. "These manipu­
lations are calculations which are being 
done better and faster by machines. We 
don't want students to be merely poor 
copies of machines. Instead, we want to 
focus on having s tudents think." 

Smith and Lang Moore, also an asso­
ciate professor in mathematics, have 
received half of a $20,000 one-year plan­

ning grant from the National Science 
Foundation (NSF) in order to study these 
potential alterations in calculus instruc­
tion. The grant was one of 25 grants the 
NSF made nationally to explore possible 
changes in the way calculus is taught. 

A major par t of the the problem is the 
fact tha t the teaching of calculus to 
750,000 students each year is a "mass 
production industry" in the United States, 
Smith and Moore said. 

"We are prepared to make the case tha t 
most of the money spent on calculus in 

America now is wasted," Smith continued. 
"We feel tha t it is more cost-effective to 
spend more and get a better product." 

Smith said a new calculus curriculum 
would emphasize writing, reading and 
speaking. He added the program would 
build on the writing skills developed in 
the University Writing Program. 

Smith and Moore said they hope to im­
plement the writing aspect by requiring 
take-home examinations and laboratory 
reports. The source for this laboratory 

See CALCULUS on page 4 • 

Inside Weather 
Personal profiles: Author Gail 
Sheehy said a few things Tuesday 
about the presidential candidates' 
characters. Find out who is obstinate 
and who is obedient on page 3. 

W o o l : I t looks like those sweaters are 
here to stay. Today will be partly 
cloudy. Look up in the sky if you don't 
believe me. The high will be in the low 
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World & National 
Newsfile 
Associated Press 

Reagan bans Nicaraguans: President Reagan 
has banned most Nicaraguan government officials 
from entering the United States in the latest round of 
a tit-for-tat diplomatic feud. The prohibition applies 
to all Nicaraguan government and party officials with 
the exception of those carrying out activities relating 
to the United Nations or other international or­
ganizations. 

Radon rOtS lungS: The National Association of 
Homebuilders says it won't recommend any changes 
in insulation practices to combat the buildup of 
radon, which government officials say is probably the 
second-ranking cause of lung cancer. 

Developing democracy: The 
ministration, in a policy shift reflecting moves toward 
democracy in Chile, is expected to support a Chilean 
loan request in the Inter-American Development 
Bank, State Department officials said Tuesday. 

Merger mania c o s t s jobs: The intensifying 
pace of multibillion-dollar takeovers and restructur­
ings tha t rely mainly on borrowed money could 
severely reshape the U.S. job market and leave 
thousands of people unemployed, labor economists 
and consultants said Tuesday. 

LeSSOnS l e a r n e d : Emerging from what a senior 
commander calls a "do-it-yourself war" in the Persian 
Gulf, the U.S. Navy is absorbing and, in some cases, 
already applying lessons learned in a year of un­
relenting tension and sudden bursts of combat. 

Invasion Celebrated: A U.S. Navy band played 
"God Bless America" and sailors from the frigate USS 
Simpson marched in review Tuesday as Grenadians 
celebrated the fifth anniversary of a U.S. invasion 
tha t ousted a Marxist jun ta . 

Jury orders two groups to pay marchers 
By RONALD SMOTHERS 
N.Y. Times News Service 

ATLANTA — In a verdict unsealed on Tuesday, a fed­
eral jury found guilty two white supremacist groups and 
11 people responsible for the violent disruption of a 1987 
civil r ights march in Forsyth County, Ga., and awarded 
over $1 million in damages to demonstrators who filed 
the suit. 

The verdict was the second one in a year in the South­
east aimed a t curbing the illegal activities of white racist 
groups by bringing civil suits and extracting large dam­
age awards. An Alabama jury last year awarded $7 mil­
lion to the mother of a black man slain by members of 
the Ku Klux Klan. 

The verdict, reached Oct. 6, was in a suit filed against 
the Invisible Empire Knights of the Ku Klux Klan and 
the Southern White Knights. Each group was ordered to 
pay $400,000 into a pool tha t will be divided among the 
50 plaintiffs in the case. 

Individuals named as defendants were ordered to pay 
damages ranging from a high of $50,000 for David Hol­
land, the grand dragon of the Southern White Knights, 
to a low of $1,000 for several others. 

Attorneys for the defendants immediately said they 
would appeal the verdict, mainly on the basis of a split 
tha t developed in the ranks of the plaintiffs at the end of 
the 10-day trial. The Rev. Hosea Williams, an organizer 
of the march and former aide to the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, withdrew as a plaintiff, saying that it 
would be "unchristian" to seize the meager assets of the 
white counter-demonstrators. 

The development led the judge to seal the verdict 
while he sent questionnaires to the other plaintiffs to see 
whether they too wanted to withdraw. He unsealed the 
verdict Tuesday after receiving responses from those 
plaintiffs. 

The defense attorneys said the appeal would be based 
See KLAN on page 15 • 

Times-CBS poll gives Bush widening lead 
By E.J. DIONNE 
N.Y. Times News Service 

Voters are giving Vice President George Bush a 
widening lead over Michael Dukakis, according to the 
latest New York Times-CBS News Poll, but they say 
they dislike the choice they have been offered and regard 
the presidential campaign as negative, uninterest ing 
and insubstantial . 

Yet the survey found tha t Bush's attacks on Dukakis 
— the most hard-hit t ing examples of the negative cam­
paigning tha t voters said they disliked — were plainly 
hur t ing the Massachusetts governor. 

Bush led by 51 percent to 38 percent. In the last 
Times-CBS News Poll, conducted jus t before the candi­
dates ' debate on Oct. 13, Bush led by 47 percent to 42 
percent. 

The poll also showed tha t Bush's support was becom­
ing increasingly firm. Forty-three percent of the proba­

ble electorate, a measure of the sample weighted to 
reflect their likelihood of voting, said tha t their minds 
were made up for Bush, the Republican nominee. 

Only 31 percent said they were firmly for his Demo­
cratic rival, Dukakis. The poll had a margin of sampling 
error of plus or minus three percentage points. 

The answers of the 1,287 registered voters among the 
1,827 adults interviewed by telephone showed that Bush 
was scoring his successes — persuading many voters 
tha t Dukakis would be soft of crime, raise taxes and 
weaken United States defenses — with an electorate 
whose assessments of the 1988 campaign are dismal. 

Nearly two-thirds of those polled said they wished 
they had choices other t han Bush and Dukakis, a much 
higher level of dissatisfaction t han The Times and CBS 
News found in 1980 or 1984. Nearly half thought the 
campaign was more negative than past campaigns; less 

See POLL on page 8 • 

BUSINESS CAREER IN MIND? 
MARY DOERFLEIN 

(Sociology) 
formerly of Union Carbide, 

now a Consultant to the industry 

and 

DEAN MARTINA BRYANT 
Pre-Business Adviser 

will talk on 

MANAGEMENT STUDIES 
IN THE LIBERAL ARTS 

CURRICULUM 

Wednesday, October 26th, 3:30 pm 
Room 136 Social Science Building (#10) 

Followed by Reception at SOCIOLOGY OPEN HOUSE 
Room 331 Sociology/Psychology Building IH9) 

SCHOOL OF FORESTRY 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
SYMPOSIUM 

The Future of Education and 
Research in Natural Resources: 

The Next 50 Years 

October 28,1988 
Von C a n o n H a l l , B r y a n C e n t e r , D u k e U n i v e r s i t y 

8:30 a .m.-12 n o o n 

SPEAKERS 
• Kathleen M. Bennett, managing director, environmental affairs, James Hiver Corp. 
• F. Herbert Bormann, Oastler professor of forest ecology, Yale University 
• Richard Cornelison, president, Camet Co. (affiliate of W. R. Grace & Co.) 
• Richard Goodland, chief, environmental division for Latin America, World Bank 
• Jay D. Hair, president, National Wildlife Federation 
• Daniel A. Okun, Kenan professor of environmental engineering emeritus, University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
• R. Max Peterson, chief emeritus, USDA-Forest Service 
• R. Paul Wilms, director, North Carolina Division of Environmental Management 

Registration fee $25; limited seating available free of charge with Duke ID. 
Pick up ticket in Z06-B Biological Sciences o r call 684-2135 to preregister. 
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Discussions broach black student recruitment, support 
From staff reports 

Faculty members, students and 
educators discussed ways to strengthen 
universities' efforts to recruit black stu­
dents to predominantly white schools, as 
well as the importance of providing sup­
port programs to retain these students, at 
a the first of four panel discussions Tues­
day in the symposium, "Issues Surround­
ing the Experiences of Black Students on 
White Campuses." About 85 people were 
present in Von Canon A of the Bryan Cen­
ter for the first discussion. 

Black students are often unaware of the 
educational opportunities available to 
them, said Leroy Ervin of the National 
Consortium for Educational Access. Uni­
versity admissions offices could increase 
black enrollment by recruiting black stu­
dents as early as their sophomore year in 
high school, he said. 

"Across the country most admissions of­
fices have been shortsighted," competing 
for a small number of top black students, 
said Richard Steele, director of admis­
sions. 

Talented black students who receive 
low scores on standardized tests are over­
looked in the admissions process, noted 
William Cox, editor of the magazine, 
Black Issues in Higher Education. 

The enrollment of black students at 
predominantly black colleges has in­
creased, he added, because of "a resur­
gence of racism on predominantly white 
campuses around the country." 

Panelists agreed tha t universities need 
more support systems to help acclimate 

JIM FLOWERS/THE CHRONIULt 

Participants in the f inal panel discussion said they were frustrated by an appar­
ent lack of progress 

black s tudents to college life and lower at­
trition rates among minority students. 

At the conclusion of the discussion, as­
sistant director for the Office of Financial 
Aid Debra Marshall said the office was 
strengthening efforts to increase black 
s tudents ' awareness of financial aid op-
portunites. 

S u p p o r t On C a m p U S : The most im­
portant way to facilitate the recruitment 
and retention of black students on univer-

Bus critically injured in wreck 
From staff reports 

A University bus is out of commission, 
possibly for the rest of the semester, fol­
lowing a collision at Duke University 
Road and Anderson Street Oct. 21, ac­
cording to transportation services offi­
cials. 

The bus, which was traveling east on 
Duke University Road, struck a van trav­
eling south on Anderson at 3:10 p.m. The 
Durham police charged the driver of the 
van with running a red light. 

Five students were on the bus, in addi­
tion to the driver. No one was injured, al­
though the van was probably totalled and 
the bus sustained significant damage, 

said David Majestic, director of transpor­
tation services. 

Majestic said transportation services is 
still estimating the damage. Although the 
bus could be driven back to the transpor­
tation lot, the vehicle sustained structural 
damage, as well as surface damage, such 
as a shattered windshield. "It probably 
won't be in operation this semester," al­
though there is an "outside chance," he 

The loss of the bus may be assuaged to 
a degree by the purchase of two more 
buses this summer to relieve overall 
t ransportat ion workload, Majestic said. 

sity campuses is to provide strong support 
for blacks and black culture, most 
speakers argued at the second panel dis­
cussion, "Black presence — recruitment 
and retention." 

It is also important to ensure that black 
students become involved in campus ac­
tivities not specifically geared to blacks, 
they said. 

"Although we are not desti tute of 
programs of support, we recognize the 
need to improve and re-evaluate the sup­

port programs on this campus," said 
Caroline Lattimore, dean of minority af­
fairs. 

Audreye Johnson, a representative 
from the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, said one of the ways to fight 
racism on campus is to make all students 
more aware of black culture. 

"What we are living in and what we 
have been given permission to deal with is 
a Euro-centric vision and not an Afro-
centric vision," she said. "If I gave a short 
history quiz, I dare say most people here 
would probably not pass in terms of what 
contributions blacks have made." 

An audience member who spoke at the 
end of the discussion concurred, suggest­
ing tha t in order to combat racial igno­
rance, all s tudents should be required to 
take a course dealing with issues of race 
and poverty. "Most white people are say­
ing, 'I will accept you if you denounce your 
culture and be like me , ' " she said. 

But Roger Bryant of North Carolina 
Central University, suggested that black 
s tudents should integrate themselves into 
society. "I think we must of course be 
black, but we must be aware and know all 
the games to succeed," he said. 

About 70 people attended the discus­
sion, held in Von Cannon A in the Bryan 
Center. 

Black role m o d e l s : Black role 
models, whether alumni, peers, faculty or 
community leaders, are a crucial aspect 
now generally missing in the lives of black 

See PANELS on page 5 • 

Candidates' characters defined 
ByJACKLOHAVICHAN 

A noted journalist and author Tues­
day morning discussed her character 
analyses of the two presidential candi­
dates, saying such differences between 
vice-president George Bush and Mas­
sachusetts governor Michael Dukakis 
should be more important to voters 
than the candidates' positions on is­
sues or thei r par ty affiliation. 

Gail Sheehy, contributing political 
editor of Vanity Fair magazine and au­
thor of "Passages," "Pathfinders" and 
the recently published "Character," 

spoke to an audience of 50 people in 
the Breedlove Reading Room in Perk­
ins Library. 

Character has become important be­
cause many people no longer vote for a 
candidate solely because of party affili­
ation, Sheehy said. And while a candi­
date's positions on political issues 
sometimes change after the candidate 
has been elected, character remains 
consistent, she said. "A candidate's 
character and beliefs place him or her 
in a certain party. Therefore it is logi-

See CHARACTER on page 6 • 

Primadonna^ 
Northgate Mall, Durham 

286-3353 

Area's Best Selection of Quality, Imported Sweaters, 
Clothing and Jewelry at the Lowest Prices. 

Discover a beautiful selection of 
imported clothing, sweaters and 
sterling silver jewelry from over 
fifteen countries. 

At Primadonna's you wi l l find the 
area's best prices for the largest 
selection of handcrafted apparel 
and jewelry to complement your life 
styles. 

**Cet a free leather or cotton bracelet wi th 
any purchase. 

• Costumes For Sale or Rent • 
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Flaws found in Energy Department contractor bonus program 

WASHINGTON — The Department of 
Energy has routinely awarded millions of 
dollars in performance bonuses over the 
last decade to contractors tha t run nu­
clear weapon factories racked by safety, 
heal th and environmental deficiencies, 
government documents show. 

The bonuses have resulted from perfor­
mance rat ings of "excellent" given the 
contractors by field managers for the 
department. 

In some cases, the managers them­
selves have received annual bonuses of as 
much as $13,950 even though they took 
actions opposing important aspects of en­
vironmental, safety and health policies 
that Energy Secretary John Herrington 
instituted in September 1985. 

In an interview with The New York 
Times last week, Herrington, while ac­
knowledging tha t the bonuses had tended 
to undercut his safety effort, said some 
such system was desirable as a way of 
creating incentive for superior manage­
ment of the aging network of plants that 
turn out the nation's nuclear bombs. 

But in the way the system has worked 
till now, critics stress, there is real incen­
tive only to meet production goals, fre­
quently at the expense of safety. The sys­
tem works this way: 

Under contracts between the govern­
ment and corporations tha t manage many 
of the weapon production plants, the 
Energy Department pays the cost of 
operations plus an annual fee. The fee is 
made up of a guaranteed base payment 
and a bonus tied to the contractor's per­
formance as determined by the govern­
ment field managers ' evaluations. 

The contractors are evaluated twice an­
nually, and among the factors on which 

they are graded are general management , 
cost management and quality assurance. 

Then there is the plant's performance 
on environment, safety and health, which 
until it was enhanced somewhat this year 
was a factor that accounted for 10 percent 
or less. 

Finally there is the plant 's ability to 
meet production goals, which accounts for 
fully 40 to 50 percent of the evaluation. 

Thus , a contractor t h a t scored low 
marks on environmental programs could 
gain excellent evaluations and high 
bonuses if it did well in meeting prod­
uction goals. 

Contractor evaluations writ ten by field 
managers, and evaluations of field man­
agers writ ten at Energy Department 
headquar ters in Washington, show tha t 
one striking example of the problem oc­

curred at the Feed Materials Production 
Center, a uranium processing plant near 
Fernald, Ohio. 

In 1984, NLO Inc., a subsidiary of NL 
Industr ies tha t had managed the plant 
since its opening in 1953, was paid 
$2,616,085 in management fees. Of that 
amount, a bonus accounte I for 
$1,306,955, more than three-quarters of 
the maximum bonus NLO could have 
received t h a t year. 

Joe La Grone, the manager of the 
Energy Department 's field office in Oak 
Ridge, Tenn., whose area of jurisdiction 
included the Fernald plant, judged its ef­
forts in delivering uranium ingots on 
time, in improving productivity generally 
and in keeping costs down as the most 
"significant accomplishments" there. 

La Grone also noted tha t the number of 

workers being exposed to radiation was 
increasing and tha t a more aggressive 
program was needed to "satisfactorily 
meet the demands of expanding environ­
mental laws and regulations." 

The heal th and safety concerns, howev­
er, did not dissuade La Grone from giving 
NLO an outstanding evaluation. "I com­
mend you for the overall excellent perfor­
mance of NLO Inc.," he wrote in Novem­
ber 1984. 

La Grone's evaluation masked the Fer­
nald plant 's hazards and differed sub­
stantially from the conclusions of a report 
prepared five months earlier by investiga­
tors whom he had appointed to study 
problems there. 

In a recent interview, La Grone said he 
had read the report by his investigators 

See DOE on page 5 • 

Professors recommend calculus revolution 
• CALCULUS from page 1 
work would be computer-based class ac­
tivity, Smith said. 

Smith and Moore have an initial time 
frame of five years for implementing their 
program at the University. The upcoming 
Math 32 course this spring will consist of 
two groups of six students with the stu­
dents breaking into pairs for the use of 
computers. The two professors intend to 
develop the materials for the course, 
Moore said. 

If this preceptorial is successful the two 
professors plan to begin a trial period 
with a few sections at the University. 
They said they hope to then proceed to the 
reform of half the calculus sections, and if 
this is successful all the sections could be 
changed, Smith said. 

Moore said he hoped students in the 
preceptorial would help to evaluate the 
program's teaching method. 

The mathemat ics depar tment will vote 
on whether to reform the teaching method 
when Smith and Moore propose reform, 
which they expect to be sweeping. Smith 
said he believes, however, tha t the reform 
program has "the general encouragement 
of the department." 

The cost of implementing this overall 
change at the University would be some­
where between $1 million and $2 million, 
Smith said. The added expenses would in­
clude the need for more faculty hours with 
s tudents and more space, Smith said. 

Funding for the program at the Univer­
sity will probably come from departmen­

tal funds, Smith said. 
The section size for introductory calcu­

lus classes at the University is approxi­
mately 20 students, an appropriate size 
for cultivating the individual attention es­
sential to Smith's and Moore's program. 
But other universities have much larger 
sections, Smith said. Those schools will 
probably face much larger costs because 
they will have to reduce the size of indi­
vidual sections, Smith said. 

Moore and Smith said they hope their 
proposals for reform and the national pro­
posals will be accepted eventually. "It will 
be small-scale to begin with, but I am con­
fident tha t the standard calculus class 
will disappear over t ime and a new course 
will take its place," Smith said. 

THE 1988 ENGINEERING 

FALL TELETHON 

was a success 
thanks to 

The Telethon Committee 
Sandy Moutsios - Chair 

Karen Bakker 
Krista Buhr 
Jonathan Burdette 

Meredith Fisher 
Rodney Freeman 
Eric Norgren 

and 69 volunteer callers 

Sandy Papazoglou 
Kathy Radabaugh 
Dixie Wells 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
PRIZE WINNING CAI I FRS 

Grand Prizes: Wally Holt, Melody Davis, John Devaney 
First Prizes: Andrew Seamons, Julie Hilsher, Jack Williams 

Second Prizes: Soren Stephenson, Wally Holt, Howard Mora 

THE SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING 
THANKS THESE VOLUNTEERS 
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Panel discussions generate suggestions, frustrations 
• PANELS from page 3 

students on campus, decided the panel on 
"Black Students and Role Models." 

Approximately 90 people attended the 
discussion, which took place in Von 
Canon A in the Bryan Center. 

The need for black representation in en­
gineering is particularly great, said Earl 
Dowell, dean of the School of Engineering. 

"We have a uniformly imperfect score 
with respect to black faculty in the School 
of Engineering," he said. "We have never 
had one." 

The school is currently courting two 
black Ph.D. candidates at Howard Uni­
versity, he said. "I would not presume to 
tell you that we will be completely 
successful," but the school will t ry its ut­
most, Dowell said. 

Frank Matthews, a professor at George 
Mason University's law and business 
schools, encouraged s tudents to become 
their own role models. In imitating 
others, he said, "we do ourselves a 
disservice" and risk falling with the per­
son if he or she suffers a defeat. 

"Go out and raise the masses up with 
your success," he said." 

Nathaniel White, '67, former president 
of the black alumni association, spoke on 
the absence of role models on campus, 
contrasting this atmosphere with the seg­
regated society of his youth, where his 
teachers, doctors and other role models 
were all black. "It never occurred to me 
tha t black people couldn't do anything 
and everything," he said. 

City Council member Howard Clement 
stressed that role models do not neces­
sarily have to be black. Anyone 
"committed and dedicated to do justice 
and be fair" is a good role model, he said. 

During a question-and-answer period, 
one student said, T h e r e ' s nothing wrong 

with the white community being helpful 
to the black community . . . but it's not 
going to work to say we don't need to build 
up black faculty. It 's different." 

"You have a lot of your own solutions 
right here in this room," Matthews said in 
conclusion. "Your challenge is to bring it 
together, to forge a solution and move 
forward." 

Lack Of progress: Frustrated by a 
perceived lack of racial equality, seven 
panelists urged the University to strive 
for a better racial climate in yesterday's 
final discussion, titled,"Learning from Ex­
periences: Strategies for the Future." 
About 75 people attended the discussion, 
held in the Bryan Center Film Theater. 

"It concerns me t h a t we are talking 
about problems and issues that I thought 
were resolved," said Carol Hardy, 
facilitator of the discussion and associate 
dean of student affairs at William and 
Mary College. "The rhetoric I have heard 
here today is the same as tha t I heard in 
the 1960s." 

Discussion ranged over a variety of 
topics, from increased administration 
funding and support for minority groups 
to a re-evaluation of why blacks come to 
the University. 

"A lot of [southern racism] is paternalis­
tic, and this shows up in recruiting 
efforts," said panel member George Pear­
sall, Engineering professor since 1964. 
"Instead of recruiting them here 'so we 
can do things for them,' we should want 
them for what they can do for us, for the 
institution." 

Other members lamented the lack of a 
mentor program for black students, and 
suggested numerous ways to help those 
students cope with racial problems. Grant 
Shockley, director of black church affairs 

and chair of the President 's Committee on 
Discrimination in the Classroom, asked 
the administration to "engage and 
eliminate whatever problems exist which 
inhibit s tudents from learning and /or 
faculty from teaching." 

Trinity sophomore Kristina King, chair 
of the University Union Committee on In­
teraction, contrasted white students ' apa­
thy towards racial concerns with the gen­
eral uproar caused by the University's 
parking problems, saying she believes 

white s tudents are unaware of racial 
problems. Only two white under­
graduates at tended the panel discussion. 

"America's greatest failure is racism. 
Whites don't come to black forums, be­
cause racism is categorized as a black 
problem," King said. "It would be helpful 
if whites would reach out, instead of leav­
ing racial issues to blacks." 

Sara Naglevoort, Chris Graham, Max­
ine Grossman and Mike Grable contrib­
uted to this story. 

Flaws found in bonus plan 
• DOE from page 4 
but had failed in his own evaluation to 
respond to their findings. 

"Quite frankly," he said, "I did not 
evaluate the award fee as hard as I 
should have. I should have dug deeper 
into things. And since then, I have. It 
was a mat ter of being overloaded. I had 
a hell of a lot to do around here. I wish 
I had been smart enough to zero in on 
the award fee business in 1984. That 's 
a bad one. I admit it." 

The Fernald plant, which has been 
closed almost three weeks by a strike 
over wages and working conditions, is 
now managed by the Westinghouse 
Electric Corp. 

From last October to March, Westin­
ghouse received $1 million in bonuses 
for operating the plant, a sum tha t a 
company spokesman, Jack Martin, 
said was less than expected. "We 
received a satisfactory rating," said 
Martin "We thought we merited a 

grade of excellence." 
A more recent example involved the 

Rocky Flats Plant near Boulder, Colo., 
where weapon components are made 
from plutonium. 

On May 15, 1987, Raymond 
Romatowski, who was then the man­
ager of the Energy Department 's re­
gional office in Albuquerque, N.M., 
completed an evaluation that com­
mended the Rockwell International 
Corp. for its "excellent" management of 
the plant. 

Romatowski praised "the high 
degree of dedication, commitment and 
competency demonstrated by all levels 
of all organizations" a t Rocky Flats. 

Romatowski did find several 
"notable deficiencies," including signif­
icant problems in controlling radioac­
tive contamination throughout the 
plant. He also found tha t some com­
pany reports on environmental safety 
and health were "erroneous and 
incomplete." 

SENATOR JOE BIDEN 
Speaking on: "New Directions in American Foreign Policy" 

Wednesday, Oct. 26 8:00pm e^Sjf 
Page Auditorium MSE ^ L 
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Have You Been Had? 

Some apartment communities are offering "specials" that lure residents into their 
grasp. The specials turn out to be not so special, and you are stuck in an environment 
you do not wish to live in. 
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If you're tired of asphalt and wish to upgrade your surroundings — come out to 
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back and enjoy the beauty of the surroundings. One thing is certain, you won't feel 
taken advantage of! 
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Hillsborough, N.C. • 732-8418 • Exit 164 at 1-85 
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Candidates' characters defined 
• CHARACTER from page 3 
cal to look at the candidate's character 
and not whether the candidate is a 
Democrat or a Republican," she said. 

Her analysis of a candidate's charac­
ter involves two major components, 
Sheehy said. Initially she tries to grasp 
the main character t rai ts of a candi­
date by talking to the candidate's 
closest friends, relatives, and teachers. 
Secondly, she said she at tempts to ana­
lyze the candidate's pat tern of behav­
ior from past events. T h e idea is to 
measure a candidate's leadership po­
tential against their life history," 
Sheehy said. 

In her analysis of Dukakis, Sheehy 
said she began by interviewing 
Dukakis and receiving his permission 
to talk to his mother, Olympia, and his 
wife, Kitty. From the two, she found 
tha t Dukakis, like his father, can be 
primarily characterized by stubbor-
ness. His mottos, Sheehy learned from 
Kitty, are "By myself and "Self-Reli­
ance." His behavior showed a pat tern 
of increasing stubborness, when his 
older brother, whom he revered, at­
tempted suicide as a college student, 
and when -ie lost his first race for re­
election for the governorship of Massa­
chusetts, she said. 

"Voters need to understand all of 
these facts to understand Dukakis ' 
character and what his pat tern of be­
havior might be in the future," Sheehy 
said. "Voters need to anticipate how a 
stubborn Dukakis would deal with 
someone like Gorbachev if elected." 

In analyzing Bush, Sheehy said she 
initially spoke with Bush's wife, Bar­
bara, about Bush's family past. Bush's 
father, Barbara told Sheehy, was al­

ways the domineering force in the fam­
ily. And although Bush's brother 
fought back against his father, Bush 
never questioned his father's authori­
ty, Sheehy said. 

Bush's behavior in the political 
arena showed a similar patt tern, 
where he almost always submitted to 
whatever was asked of him. In 
response to a request by President 
Richard Nixon, Bush accepted the posi­
tion of Republican Par ty chair against 
Barbara 's wishes. He reportedly told 
her, "Barbara, you jus t can't tu rn down 
a President.™ 

In his two terms as vice-president, 
Sheehy said, Bush never went against 
the wishes of President Reagan. 
"Voters need to consider Bush's charac­
ter to understand how he would 
respond to imposing world leaders in 
light of his submission to his father, 
former President Nixon, and President 
Reagan." 

TEhis in-depth analysis of a candi­
date's character reveals much more 
than regular reporting, because the 
media is being increasingly controlled 
by campaign managers, Sheehy said. 
"Just like the voters, the media feels 
controlled and degraded by the 
campaign," she said, quoting a Bush 
campaign official who once told her, 
"We own the damn media." 

Sheehy and her husband, Clay 
Felker, editor of Manhat tan Inc. Maga­
zine, were holding a series of discus­
sions on the media and the presiden­
tial campaign, sponsored by the insti­
tute of Policy Sciences and Public Af­
fairs and the Center for the Study of 
Communications. 

THE DUKE UNIVERSITY GRADUATE 
PROGRAM IN HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 

invites you to a seminar on careers in 
health administration 

Where: Department of Health Administration 
Room 144, Trent Drive Hall 

When: Thursday, October 27,1988 
6:30 pm 

If you're interested in a career in health administration, we 'd like to intro­
duce you to our Masters in Health Administration program. More than 800 
alumni of the Duke program hold leadership positions throughout the hospital 
and health care field. They have chosen careers in hospital and clinic manage­
ment, consulting, health planning and financing, medical center adminstration, 
and federal and state government agencies. 

The two-year Duke curriculum includes coursework in both general 
management and health services administration, including accounting, finance, 
decision theory, behavioral science, economics, medical care organization, 
health law, and public policy, as well as field work in various types of health 
service institutions. 

Students from a wide variety of academic and professional backgrounds are 
accepted into our program each year. Typically they score in the top third of 
those who take the GMAT and have solid undergraduate records. 

For more information or application materials, 
call 919/684-4188 

Fund lends money, support 
to southern social services 

• FSC from page 1 
the groups it aids, including teaching the 
groups how to better conduct fundraising 
and membership drives, helping to t ra in 
the groups' board members, and advising 
the groups on how to lobby more effec­
tively. 

One of the groups involved in such 
t ra in ing supported by the FSC is t h e 
North Carolina Occupational Safety and 
Heal th Project, located in Durham. This 
organization aids North Carolina workers 
who suffer from repetitive motion in­
juries. 

People who are likely to suffer from 
these types of injuries are employed in 
jobs which require them to continually 
perform the same action, according to a n 
FCS news release. Poultry workers, 
postal workers and airline clerks are 
some of the most affected by the disease, 
said Susan Pollitt, who works with the 
Project. 

In addition to helping people who suffer 
from repetitive motion injuries, the Proj­
ect also provides t ra ining services to the 
workers it aids, Pollitt said. The group 
provides technical assistance, including 
help with workers' compensation cases, to 
any affected worker in North Carolina, 
she said. The group conducts training ses­

sions and workshops throughout the 
state, Pollitt added. 

Another advantage of nongovernmental 
groups' activities is the fact tha t their 
leaders have been affected by the prob­
lems they are combatting, Levy said. The 
organizations feel tha t often government 
decisions are based on the opinions of peo­
ple who have little more t han textbook 
knowledge of the social problem involved, 
Levy said. 

For example, Levy said the FSC's board 
of t rustees "consists of people who have 
been working in the field, so to speak. The 
majority come from ranks of previous 
grantees." 

Another group the FSC supports, the 
National Child Rights Alliance, located in 
Durham, also contains members familiar 
with the problem the group is fighting, in 
this case child abuse. The voting member­
ship of the organization includes previous 
victims of abuse, said Kathy Wolfe, who 
works with the Alliance. 

Levy identified one other advantage he 
said his organization has over the govern­
ment: "We can fund any controversial or­
ganization we want," he says. As a result, 
the FSC has funded organizations such as 
gay and lesbian groups, he said. 

Peace Corps 
On-Campus Interviews 

& 
Your first job after graduation should offer you more than just a 
paycheck. In science, education, agriculture, forestry, home 
economics, industrial arts and other areas, Peace Corps volunteers 
are putting their degrees to work where it's needed most while gaining 
the experience of a lifetime: 

• Currently 34 graduate schools across the country reserve 
scholarships and assistantships specifically for former 
Peace Corps members. Many graduate schools offer 
academic credit for Peace Corps service. 

• Quality work experience recognized by employers. 
• Non-competitive eligibility for U.S. Government jobs. 
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• Postponement of educational loans. 
• $5,400 completion-of-service allowance. 
• Opportunity to travel and to experience new cultures. 
• And much more. Contact your Placement Office for an 
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Times-CBS poll indicates increase in Bush lead over Dukakis 
I POLL from page 2 

A majority rated the campaign as dull 
— after the 1984 landslide nearly three-
fifths of voters called that contest 
"interesting" — and about half the voters 
said both camps were leveling unfair 
charges against the other side. An addi­
tional one-quarter said that while their 
candidate was not engaging in unfair at­
tacks, his foe was. 

Almost half of the voters said tha t each 
side was running some television com­
mercials tha t were false. A majority said 
neither candidate was discussing what­
ever the individual poll respondent con­
sidered the most important issue of the 
election. 

Dukakis is seeking to make an issue of 
the kind of campaign Bush has run, and 
the reason seems clear; the Bush cam­
paign has been spectacularly successful in 
getting voters to see Dukakis in a nega­
tive light, especially on the issues Bush 
has chosen to emphasize. 

Dukakis campaign officials said their 
own polls showed tha t voters are listening 
to the Dukakis campaign's arguments 
against Bush's style of campaigning. 

"Our polling in the last 48 hours sug­
gests tha t voters, given their unhappiness 
with the process this fall, are taking an­
other look at the race," said Tom Kiley, a 
Dukakis poll taker. 

"I'm not arguing that we're seeing the 
beginning of a dramatic reversal, bu t I 
think Dukakis's attacks on the Bush cam­
paign for lies and distortions are drawing 
a positive response." He said the Dukakis 
campaign polls gave Bush 50 percent to 
44 percent for Dukakis. 

But The Times-CBS News Poll showed 
tha t even though voters dislike negative 
campaigning, they do not seem to hold it 
against Bush. In fact, substantial num­
bers now agree with what Bush's commer­

cials have been saying about Dukakis. 
For example, 49 percent of all regis­

tered voters said Dukakis would not be 
tough enough in dealing with criminals; 
36 percent said he would. By contrast, 61 
percent saw Bush as sufficiently tough 
with criminals and only 25 percent said 
he was not. 

Forty-one percent of the probable elec­
torate said Dukakis would weaken the 
nation's defenses; only 3 percent said th is 
of Bush. And 37 percent of the voters said 
Dukakis would raise taxes to cut the defi­
cit; 20 percent said Bush would. 

The survey found tha t Dukakis' per­
sonal rat ings had dropped to their worst 
point all year, a continuation of a steady 
deterioration since Bush began assailing 
the Democratic nominee's image this 
summer. Bush's ratings, in the meantime, 
have risen to their highest level since 
1984. 

For Dukakis, 32 percent of the elec­
torate said they had a favorable view of 
him and 43 percent said their view was 
unfavorable. For Bush, it was 47 percent 
favorable and 30 percent unfavorable. 

The poll found some evidence tha t ra­
cial polarization was hur t ing Dukakis 
among white voters, but he is suffering 
from such a wide array of problems tha t 
the racial issue may be playing only a 
minor role. 

One key finding was tha t among 
whites, a t t i tudes toward the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson were closely related to how peo­
ple intended to vote. Among the whites 
who had a favorable opinion of Jackson, 
Dukakis led Bush by 52 percent to 35 per­
cent. Among the slightly larger group of 
whites who had a negative view of Jack­
son, Bush led by 74 percent to 17 percent. 

I t is a measure of the deep trouble in 
which Dukakis finds himself tha t for the 
first t ime ever in Times-CBS News Polls, 

Don't just visit 
a vacation retreat. 

Own one. 
For as little as $8,900, 

you can own your own tree-shaded property at 
Carolina Lakes...in the heart of the Sandhills, 
only 1-1/2 hours from Durham.You'll enjoy 

championship golf, trophy fishing, and fabulous 
watersports (on five private lakes). You'll be 

protected by 24-hour security...and sheltered by 
a beautiful greenbelt of towering pines and 
hardwoods. You'll have underground water, 
sewer, phone, and electric.../>/r« paved road 

frontage! All for as little as $8,900...with instant 
financing! So, go ahead. Escape from the daily 
grind...for a weekend, a week, a summer, or a 
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Jackson has a better personal rat ing than 
Dukakis does. In the probable electorate, 
38 percent said they had a favorable view 
of Jackson and 34 percent said they had 
a n unfavorable view. 

These findings underlined the extent to 
which Bush had succeeded in defying po­
litical convention. The traditional view 
among politicians has been tha t a candi­

date who attacks his opponent will inexo­
rably see his personal ratings drop. But 
Bush has attacked and his ratings have 
soared. 

One source of hope for Dukakis is the 
survey's finding tha t opinions have swung 
wildly in the course of the campaign and 
thus might swing again. 

See POLL on page 13 • 
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Bankers Trust Company invites you to 

an information session on Thursday, 

October 27th from 7:00 - 9:00 pm in 

Von Cannon A of the Bryan Center. 

Come and meet with out representatives 

to find out about "Merchant Banking— 

the Bankers Trust Way". 

COMPANY BRIEFING 
SESSION 
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Letters 

Who is that stone man over the Chapel door? 

Does not compute 
Imagine taking a calculus course 

without a calculator. Or microbiology 
without a decent microscope. Ha, ha, 
ha, students laugh. People sure had it 
rough in the dark old days. 

Similarly, 15 and 20 years from 
now, students will probably wonder 
how the University ever got along 
without such academic necessities as 
a high-speed data network, electronic 
mail and computer systems in the 
classroom. That is, if they're lucky, 
students in the year 1995 will be able 
to look upon present computer 
facilities as humorous. Unfor­
tunately, they may still be stuck with 
what we have today. 

At present, the University's com­
puter capabilities are woefully inade­
quate, low quality and are quickly be­
coming obsolete. The situation is so 
bad that the University's reputation 
as a top-notch research institution 
could be'jeopardized seriously unless 
drastic improvements are made soon. 
Not surprisingly, the University 
spends only about a quarter of the 
money that comparable universities 
allocate for computers. 

It is no secret that extensive im­

provements are needed in academic 
computing. Indeed, the recently 
released Academic Plan for Comput­
ing calls for about $6 million to be 
spent on computer facilities over the 
next five years. 

But the major stumbling block to 
updating computing systems is the 
low financial emphasis placed on the 
situation. Academic Computing has 
been historically plagued by low 
budgets, and cannot make significant 
improvements without an influx of 
funds. 

Appropriately, the academic com­
puting plan must now be reviewed by 
the University Priorities Committee, 
which will determine the relative im­
portance of the plan, based on avail­
able funds and the suggested 
timetable for implementation. 

Academic computing should be at 
the top of the priority list. Without it, 
nearly every aspect of the University 
suffers. The administration must act 
swiftly to implement vast improve­
ments, or else students may soon feel 
like they are using slide rules and 
abacuses to solve differential 
equations. 

To the editor: 
Whoever is represented by the statue 

on the Duke Chapel facade (Sept. 8, page 
1), it is certainly not Thomas Coke the 
Methodist bishop. All the contemporary 
portraits of him confirm William Wilber-
force's description of his boyish appearan­
ce, with "a smooth apple face and little 
round mouth." 

Betty Young's conjecture that it may be 
based on a portrait of Sir Edward Coke is 
endorsed by the National Portrait Gal­
lery, London, which has a portrait long 
thought to be of the latter. Both features 
and costume closely resemble the Duke 
statue and fix it as 17th, not late 18th 
century. Moreover, a 19th century 
engraving of tbis portrait is labelled 
simply "Coke." It seems likely, therefore, 

that this engraving was the version on 
which the statue was modelled. 

There is, however, a further, more 
bizarre twist to the story. Valerie 
Vaughan, the National Portrait Gallery's 
librarian, reports that this portrait is now 
known to be not that of Edward Coke, but 
almost certainly Sir Nicholas Hyde and is 
identified as such in the Gallery's 
catalogue. So, in Vaughan's words, "not 
only is the Duke Chapel statue of the 
wrong Coke, but it is based on a spurious 
portrait too." 

Or, to adapt the words of Lewis Car­
roll's Dodo, "All have lost, and none shall 
have prizes" — except, that is, Crowder 
and Young. 

John Vickers 
England 

Former fetus advocates new public policy 

On the record 
We are talking about problems and issues that J thought were resolved. 
Carol Hardy, associate dean of student affairs at William and Mary College, dur­
ing the symposium, "Issues Surrounding the Experiences of Black Students on 
White Campuses." 
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To the editor: 
I agree with much of the social agenda 

of political "liberalism," and I affirm that 
women should no longer be oppressed by 
a male-dominated society. My discomfort 
with Carrie Sackett's recent letter ("In 
the defense of abortion," Oct. 11) is that 
her argument Considers abortion only in 
terms of women's rights. If that were the 
only matter at issue, abortion's leading 
opponents would stop opposing it. 

A fair treatment of the question must 
also consider its other side: Is the fetus 
human (and if not, at what point does it 
become so)? If it is genetically distinct 
from its mother (and often enough 
"viable" at the time of its termination), or 
is it just part of its mother's body? Our 
rights are properly limited where they af­
fect the rights of others; and while I think 
that opponents of women's rights are 
naive (or worse), there may be another 
human rights question to be debated in 
the case of abortion. 

My pro-choice friends often point out 

that society provides young mothers few 
alternatives to abortion, and rarely forces 
the father to take responsibility — and 
they are right. But is it necessary to 
choose between helping the child and 
helping the mother? Can we not work for 
a public policy that confronts both con­
cerns at the same time? I have friends for 
whom a quick decision to abort long ago is 
now regretted; society's easy answer for 
them has not been as painless as society 
had promised. Some of them were not in­
formed of their option not to abort. 

Against the objection that a man has no 
right to speak to a woman's issue, I have 
no defense; but what I hope to communi­
cate is that there is another issue that is 
involved. Of course, I cannot speak as a 
fetus, either; but as Sackett rightly noted, 
fetuses cannot vote. If anyone is to speak 
on their behalf, a former fetus will have to 
do. 

Craig Keener 
Religion graduate student 

Psychedelic drugs open up alternate worlds 

To the editor: 
I agree with Ilmar Vanderer ("Speed 

and studying do not go hand in hand," 
Oct. 10) in that there is something amiss 
in Rob Gringle's analysis of the results of 
his drug survey. Gringle stated that 
"Duke students seem to be able to juggle 
drug use with the ability to keep up their 
grades." I believe Gringle's implication is 
that the use of drugs is incompatible or 
inconsistent with the pursuit of 
knowledge. Vanderer seems particularly 
upset that Gringle is trying to draw a 
"causal" relationship between drug use 
and academic performance. 

One of the larger problems in this is the 
tendency to class drugs into one large, 
pejorative category. It is a common mis­
take of people inexperienced and ignorant 
of the effects of different drugs that they 
tend to believe that all drugs have only 
detrimental effects. 

However, various cultures have used 
psychedelic (mind expanding) drugs as a 
means for discovering realms unavailable 
to the mind in a normal state. Many cul­
tures in Africa, the Native American 
"Indians," and Hindus, among others, 
have used psychedelics as their 
"sacrament." Some groups regard certain 
states induced by these drugs as being the 
highest form of knowledge (knowledge of 
God) available to humans. 

In the past few decades, exploration of 
alternative functions of the mind has 

centered around people in the collegiate 
enviroment. People come to the Univer­
sity seeking knowledge (hopefully). In at­
tempting to attain this, they may decide 
to transcend academic abstraction and ex­
periment with means toward direct ex­
periential knowledge. I thing it is par­
ticularly interesting that the group tend­
ing to be open-minded to other forms of 
comprehension is the top of the class of 
Duke University. It gives me fresh hope to 
see that the most intelligent people at 
Duke are not going to remain bogged in 
the static, conventional status quo that 
seems to be so popular these days. 

Experience of other realities may not be 
of much recourse in the pursuit of strictly 
analytical disciplines, but it does have 
direct relevance in the comprehension of 
different religious philosophies and 
humanistic ideals. It is good for the mind 
to move beyond the strictly materialistic, 
analytical training received for most of 
our lives, and reach to other possibilities 
and potentialities, revealing the nature of 
the infinite, the altruistic, the cosmic, the 
environment, and to actually broaden our 
appreciation for the world and human 
kind. Finally, I believe it is perfectly con­
sistent with the conception of the univer­
sity as the grounds for the pursuit of the 
ever-elusive knowledge which so many of 
us are seeking. 

Jason Gerber 
Trinity '89 
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ACLU membership 
a meaningful issue 

A great many commentators, Republican as well as 
Democratic, have deplored the recent at tacks the Bush 
campaign has made against the American Civil Liber­
ties Union and Michael Dukakis ' "card-carrying" mem­
bership in it. It ought to be clear, they argue, that mem­
bership in an organization does not entail support for ev­
ery position the organization has ever taken, and it 
ought to be equally clear that the ACLU has done some 
things t h a t all Americans can take pride in. 

All of this, to be sure, is t rue enough. But then many of 
the commentators go on to suggest that Bush's conspicu­
ous a t tempts to paint Dukakis as an ACLU liberal are 
both irrelevant and demagogic. At this point their logic 
breaks down and the nonsense begins. The unarticu-
lated prejudices underlying such judgments are likely 
beliefs tha t the ACLU is a type of neutral watchdog 
protecting our civil r ights and tha t any attack against it 
is a diabolical plot calculated to ignite the baser passions 
of the electorate. 

The trouble with this view, however, is tha t it fails to 
understand the essential ideological nature of the ACLU 
or any group tha t claims to be a neutral defender of "civil 
rights." It may or may not be t rue that the ACLU is con­
sistent to its principles — for example, it has defended 
Ollie North. The real controversy is over wha t principles 
it chooses to defend. 

On this there is little doubt. The ACLU has done most 
of its work in the courts and has sought to expand the 
power of the federal judiciary with respect to the other 
two branches of government. Armed with their concep­
tion of absolute, abstract rights, ACLU lawyers and 
judges have no quarrel with undermining the authority 
of intermediate associations tha t exist naturally in any 
society — family, locality, religion, business enterprise. 
Nor has the ACLU deviated much from its ideological 
agenda whether the issue is affirmative action, abortion 
or increased spending for social programs. 

But a more fundamental issue exists concerning the 
ACLU's vaunted conviction to defend our civil rights. 
That is the reality tha t Americans, not to mention legal 
scholars, have not agreed upon criteria for determining 
just wha t is to count and what is not to count as a civil 
right. Jesse Jackson is on record as saying tha t housing 
is not only a civil right but one of the more fundamental 
ones. Contrast tha t with Professor Milton Friedman's 
argument against public housing and his claim t h a t eco­
nomic liberties are an integral and essential par t of civil 
rights. 

The point here is tha t it is silly to believe t h a t the 
ACLU is defending our constitutional rights. What they 
are defending is a particular interpretation of the consti-
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The ACLU has sought to expand 
the power of the federal 
judiciary. 

tution, and Vice President Bush is correct to bring this 
distinction out in his campaign. 

I t is, of course, understandable tha t Dukakis and his 
sympathizers should deplore being "labeled" as ACLU 
liberals and should declare the issue to be irrelevant. 
Much of the Dukakis campaign has centered on distanc­
ing the candidate from his ideology. This strategy invol­
ves no small measure of deception. It seeks through reti­
cence and ambiguity to hide the highly ideological 
Dukakis who breezed through last spring's Democratic 

not only relevant but important. They belong in the cam­
paign because they focus attention on the ideological dif­
ferences between the two men. The danger in the 
Dukakis strategy is t h a t it left him vulnerable to being 

defined by his opponent. This is exactly what has hap­
pened. 

Instead of inveighing against the Bush campaign for 
its "demagoguery", "McCarthyism" or whatever, 
Dukakis ' advisors and supporters could have taken the 
time to get their man to explain which of the policies of 
the ACLU he supports. Furthermore, they could have 
advised Dukakis to present a positive case for his ideo­
logical liberalism. 

Someone in the Democratic ranks should have 
reminded Dukakis tha t the John F. Kennedy he and his 
running mate are so fond of did not win by running away 
from liberalism. But now tha t he has fallen so far behind 
in the polls tha t everyone but Lloyd Bentsen is writing 
him off, Dukakis and his supporters have been reduced 
to complaining about the campaign that is successfully 
being waged against them. 

A pat tern indeed has emerged in the Dukakis cam­
paign: Everytime and anytime tha t their candidate's lib­
eralism is mentioned, as exemplified by the ACLU con­
troversy, his janissaries run to the press to deplore the 
smear campaign of Vice President Bush. This hasn' t 
worked so far; and supporters of the Democratic par ty 
should be reminded ofa recent observation made by Wil­
liam Safire: It is a smear campaign to accuse your oppo­
nent of a smear campaign when nothing is there. 

Steve Wall is a Trinity senior. 

Defense takes giant step backwards as nuclear plants fail 
"What you don't know can't hur t you" is my favorite 

tired cliche. It is quick, effective, and shuts up people 
who were expecting something more out of an argument 
than tired cliches. 

For 40 years, the Pentagon and the Department of 
Energy heartily agreed with this. The events of the last 
month, however, forced me to add a corollary: What you 
don't know can't hu r t you, as long as it doesn't glow in 
the dark and have a half-life often thousand years. 

For decades, the defense establishment ignored this 
fact, running the chain of reactors and processing plants 
tha t build and maintain our nuclear weapons under a 
smothering layer of secrecy. Because we're Americans, 
we are occasionally prone to do stupid things in the 
name of patriotism. In this case, we trusted t h e govern­
ment to run these plants safely without being account­
able to the public. 

Now we know better. The mismanagement and safety 
lapses tha t have virtually shut down the nation's nu­
clear weapons program are new chapters for an old 
story. In the past, the people responsible for keeping the 
Red Army out of Iowa introduced us to the patriotic ne­
cessity of Pentagon kickbacks and $600 toilet seats. This 
time, the stakes were higher. Without adequate super­
vision and protected by unnecessary secrecy, the na­
tion's most sensitive and dangerous industry has degen­
erated into a technological Gong Show. 

At the Savannah River plant in South Carolina, the 
government's commitment to quality shows in the peo­
ple entrusted to run the facility. While trying to res tar t 
the Savannah reactors, operators ignored abnormal 
responses and eventually tried to force the reactor into 
starting. On other occasions, the plant's operators slept 
on duty, ignored safety alerts, and generally did their 
best to turn the state into a radioactive parking lot. 

Ever since the Three Mile Island fiasco, a civilian 
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The nation's most sensitive 
industry has degenerated into 
a technological Gong Show. 

plant operator who tries to "force" a nuclear reactor to do 
anything can count on spending the rest of his life clean­
ing toilets or selling vacuum cleaners. By comparison, 
the Savannah plant operators got a pat on the head and 
were quietly packed off for retraining, a word which op­
timistically suggests tha t the procedures they screwed 
up the first t ime might eventually sink in. 

Other government-sponsored plants can boast equally 
impressive safety records. At the Rocky Flats processing 
complex, dozens of fires have spread plutonium-laden 
smoke over the Denver area, and inspectors found the 
plant 's fire fighting equipment "antiquated." 

People in the Rocky Flats neighborhood who lose sleep 
over fluoridated water and cholesterol can quit wor­
rying; they have bigger problems. Plutonium is the most 
toxic substance known to man: a single tablespoon of the 
stuff is enough to cause two-headed babies and garden 
vegetables the size of house trai lers. • 

After over 35 years of incompetence, the Energy 
Department finally shut down the Rocky Flats operation 
when three employees tried to take their lunch break in 
a room contaminated with plutonium. The Savannah 
River Plant is also temporarily closed, and a strike shut 

down a processing plant in Fernald, Ohio tha t regularly 
dumped uranium dust into the air and all over local 
farmers. 

After becoming so accustomed to years of cutting cor­
ners , the companies tha t run these plants have nothing 
left to cut. The government must choose between spend­
ing over $200 billion to clean up the mess, or face the 
possibility of a disaster that will make Chernobyl look 
like a Boy Scout cookout. 

Until tha t decison is made, the United States no 
longer has the ability to produce new atomic weapons or 
even keep the ones we have working for very long. Even 
as the presidential candidates smile and pratt le on 
about new toys to aim at the Evil Empire, the Pentagon * 
is frantically looking for a way to keep what we have in 
working order. Replacing the Savannah reactors, for in­
stance, will take a minimum of 10 years; the existing 
reactors might last five, assuming tha t anybody wants 
to get close enough to find out. 

Nor are the presidential candidates struggling to 
make themselves heard on where the $200 billion will 
come from. If the government once again postpones the 
inevitable and does nothing, George Bush's "thousand 
points of light" may take on a whole new meaning. If, on 
the other hand, the cleanup begins tomorrow, the next 
president will find it necessary to slap a tax on anything 
tha t moves. One way or another, our elected officials 
face an unpleasant choice. 

For 40 years, the military nuclear complex operated 
without proper regulation or public scrutiny, and the 
results speak for themselves. Secrecy in the name of na­
tional security is always a double-edged sword, but this 
time it cut especially deep. Before weapons production 
resumes, the government must find a way to place the 
industry in the hands of competent professionals. 

Matt McKenzie is a Trinity junior. 


