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Today’s news

Reagan solicits support for N.C. candidates

By Elizabeth Hudson

RALEIGH — President Reagan solicited support for
North Carolina’s Republican congressional
candidates and his own economic policies at a GOP
rally here Tuesday.

In his 25-minute speech, Reagan pointed to the
announcement made earlier in the day that inflation
ran at only 4.8 percent for the first nine months of the
year, considerably less than the double-digitincreases
of 1979 and 1980.

“You know, it is hard to mince words, because in
these difficult first 21 months we have managed to
undo much of the damage of those irresponsible big
tax and big spending policies that those who came
after President Ford insisted were good for America,”
Reagan said.

The president credited his admlmstratmn with
pulling “America back from the edge of disaster,”
though admitted that the unemployment rate remains
“far too high.”

“Of those five critical problems that I mentioned
that we inherited — runaway spending, runaway
taxing, double-digit inflation, record interest rates and
high unemployment, we have made solid progress on
four,” Reagan said. “And that is a pretty good
beginning — four out of five.”
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NEW LISTINGS

Investors opportunity to purchase beach property at pre-
construction prices—located in the prestigious Shore Drive
area of Myrtle Beach, S.C. Call today for details and prices.
286-5611

3600 HOPE VALLEY ROAD — Hope Valley — 3 BR ranch with
full basement. LR, formal dining room, eat-in kitchen, den
with fireplace. Basement includes large rec. roomand poten-
tial 4th bedroom, plus workshop and two-car garage. $94,900.
427 KINGSBURY DR. — Northern Area — Seclusion & privacy
in a country setting. Charming Cape Cod features 3 BR's, 2
BAs, formal areas, kitchen with breakfast nook, cathedral
ceiling in master bedroom. Good loan assumption. 65,900.
4517 MYERS PARK DR. — Pretty and immaculate 3 BR's, 2
bath home with sunny open contemporary feeling on wooded
lot and pretty street. Great room with cathedral ceiling, sky-
lights, fireplace and ceiling fan. Convenient to Duke. 127 FHA/
VA financing available. Very appealing at $62,500.

Look for the Pink Sign!
286-5611 or 688-2304
National Relocation
Counseling Center

@

Meanwhile, the administration reported Tuesday a
record budget deficit of $110.7 billion in fiscal year
1982. The previous record was $66.4 billion in 1976
during the Ford administration.

Reagan said his critics are “playing with the
people’s fears, trying to scare them into believing that
things will get worse so their own political fortunes
will get better.”

“The picture of fear and despair that they paint on
the network evening ‘blues’ — that’s a picture of
America where she was, not where she’s going,” he
said.

Reagan urged voters to support Republican
candidates so that his economic policies can continue
to clear “the economic wreckage that was dumped in
our laps,” adding that the people should vote for their
hopes, not their fears.

Republicans Bill Cobey, candidate in the 4th
district, and Red McDaniel, candidate in the 3rd
district, received most of Reagan’s attention in his
speech, though he praised all the Republican
congressional candidates in the state, who were on
stage with him.

Reagan praised Cobey, former athletic director at
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, for
his “mighty good recruiting at the school. I think that
anyone who can produce that many champions is a
champion himself and deserves to be elected,” he said.

Cobey, who is challenging Rep. Ike Andrews,
introduced Reagan, calling him “the leader of the free
world.”

Reagan called McDaniel, who was a prisoneér of war
in Vietnam for six years, an American hero who
deserves to be elected.

The president praised 2nd district candidate Jack
Marin, calling him an “articulate challenger. With
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apariments
4216 Garrett Road, Durham
(7 minutes from Duke)
Spacious 1, 2 or 3-Bedroom Apartments
*® lighted Tennis Courts ® Basketball Courts
¢ 3 pools ® Convenient to Durham, Chapel Hill
and RTP
STUDENTS: FREE Bus Service to Duke,

Call for Details on Student Specials.
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President Reagan waves to the audience at the Republican rally
in Raleigh Tuesday.
your help Jack Marin will score big on Nov. 2 — just
like he scored all those baskets for the Blue Devils.”
Marin’s opponent is Democrat L.T. “Tim” Valentine.
Reagan cited his primary victories in North
Carolina in 1976 and 1980 and asked North
Carolinians to “go out there and work for your great
candidates so this year we can makeit three for three.”
See REAGAN on page 12
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% THE TRAVEL CENTER i acoessories, mask renta make-Up
489- y center pieces, balloons,
8 6820378 BRIGHTLEAF SQUARE  Mon.Fii. 95 Bl dlages
1915 Chapel Hill Rd. streamers, candles, & much more.
g 683-1512 905 W. MAIN ST. Sat. Noon4 Open: Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.-Midnight Fri-Sat 9 am.-1 am. Sundays 1 p.m.-Midnight
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There’s No Place LJke Home

LAKEWOOD PARTY STORE

Duke's and Durham'’s leading party store carrying all
the necessities for that GHOSTLY NIGHT.

[HAPENING!

* WITCHES' BREWS
(Domestic & Imported)

e SPELL-BINDING WINES
(over 1500 labels)

® Decorate your DUNGEON
with FRIGHTENING party
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Rejecting a Durham city school education

Some spend all day in video arcades. Some walk the street.
Many simply stay home with their friends. The law says they
should be in school, but they are not. Some are truants, others
are dropouts.

The Durham City school dropout rate is the highest in North
Carolina. Now school administrators are cracking down on
truants and dropouts, but questions remain as to why Durham
can’t keep its kids in the classroom.

urham City Schools Superin-
D tendent Cleveland Hammonds

is quick to point out that
Durham is not “an inner-city school
system.” Low rates of vandalism and
better scores on state competency tests
support Hammonds’ claim. But one
“inner-city” problem — dropouts —
plagues Bull City schools.

For at least the past four years,
Durham’s dropout rate has ranked
highest in North Carolina, with a 1981-
’82 rate of 13.9 percent, almost double
the state’s average, according to Evan
Sun, statistician for the N.C.
Department of Education. While the
figures had been decreasing for several
years, last year’s statistics marked a 2.2
percent over the ’80-'81 dropout rate.

“For lots of neighborhoods,” said
Durham High School principal John
Thompson, “dropping out is therule, not
the exception.”

A ‘‘typical dropout’ is an
“emancipated youth who doesn’t
respond to parental pressures,”
Hammonds said. Many come from
homes in which parents don’t instill in
their children the necessity of an
education. According to Thompson,
“these students don’t have much of an
example at home. Lots of students’
parents were dropouts themselves.”

In the past, students often left school
at age 16 to find work. Now, however,
with worsening economic conditions
and high unemployment, there are not
enough jobs to go around for the
increasing number of dropouts. “Most of
the dropouts are just sitting around on
the street,” Thompson said. Yet,
according to Hammonds, the fact that
“there is nothing to do has not been an
incentive for them to return to school.”
;Durham city school officials
unleashed a publicized effort last year to
arrest one root cause of the dropout
problem truancy. “There is a
reasonably high correlation between
kids that are truants and kids that are
dropouts,” Hammonds said. -Getting
kids to school, they believe, is the first
step toward keeping them there.

For most truants, skipping school
starts in the fifth or sixth grade.
Although they might miss school once
or twice every week or two, a
“significant number are invisible,”
Hammonds said, “in that they are not
recognized until the eighth or ninth

grade. Unfortuntely, not enough
attention is paid to non-behavior
problems.”
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Many truants have a “history of low
achievement, with alack of basicskills,”
said John Lucas, principal of Hillside
High School. Truancy develops when a
student “meets problems day after day
and has to come from so far behind.”

“We're dealing mostly with young
people who come in for one or twodays a
week — drop-ins, we call them,” said
Durham High’s Thompson.

Laurence Rose, city school’s
attendance counselor, characterized
truants as “one or two years behind in
grade” from their age group, and that
most truants are of middle school age.

Poor economic conditions and
overcrowded urban housing contribute
to a student’s chances of becoming a
truant. “Lower income ares and public
housing projects lead to higher
truancy,” Hammonds said.

Because a student “cutting school”
has few places to spend his time, crime
and truancy often go hand-in-hand.
According to Lt. Richard Morris, chief of
Durham Public Safety’s Youth Division,
there is a direct correlation between
truancy and petty larceny. “I don’t

really know what kids do when they
don’t go to school,” said Morris, a 27-
year veteran of the department’s
investigation team. “A truant is a
highly potential candidate for violating
the law. Some of them are probably on
drugs and some probably have
[eriminal] records.”

Many officials, like Morris, just don’t
know where kids go when they don’t go
to school. Arcades, malls and
department stores sometimes provide
shelter for truants, but most of the time
they are “at home, friends’ homes or just.
walking the streets. It depends on how
much worldly knowledge they have,”
said Herbert Tatum Jr., principal of
Shepard Middle School.

“Lots of them are swinging big music
boxes developing street style,”
Lucas said.

Most school and law enforcement
officers agree that truancy is a product
of poor parenting. “Most of the time,
juvenile delinquency stems from
parental delinquency,” Morris said.
Children from broken and undisciplined
homes are more likely to be truant, he
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By Marcie Pachino and Rob Satloff

said. “Most parents have thrown up
their hands” in trying to deal with their
children, Lucas said.

Unconcerned parents are the core of
the problem, according to Tom Joiner,
Security Chief at South Square Mall.
“The whole thing is in parents, as far as
I can determine. Lots more of the
problem is with parents than with the
kids. If parents are concerned about
their children, they at least ought to
touch base with the child. It’s all a
matter of concern.”

Rose said that parents sometimes are
directly responsible for their child’s
absence from school, “asking kids to
babysit or go shopping with them.” One
middle school-aged boy playing a video
game at Northgate Mall admitted he
was “‘cutting school,” but he was doing
so because his father asked him to
accompany him on some errands. “Sure
I'm supposed to be in school today, but
I'm not,” he said.

with the supportzof Durham

County Sheriff Bill Allen and
Durham Public Safety Director
Talmadge Lassiter, unveiled a plan to
crack down on truancy. That program
was highlighted by a city ordinance
placing responsibility on local
merchants to prohibit truants from
frequenting their businesses during
school hours. Those failing to conform to
the statue were liable to be charged with
“contributing to the delinquency of a
minor.” Merchants were asked to inform
the police or school department
attendance counselors if kids were
“cutting school.”

At first many store owners were
worried that enforcement of the statute
might result in a business slow-down.
One video arcade owner with a large
youth clientele recalled the time he
called the police because several truant
children were playing the machines at
his shop. The appearance of uniformed
officers scared away not only the
truants but also regular, adult
customers.

Yet after more than a year, both
Hammonds and local merchants have
labeled the program a successful
venture. “We've had lots of calls from
businesses and a lot of cooperation,”
Hammonds said. Joiner of South
Square, whose Gold Mine pinball and
video arcade is a favorite spot students

See DROPOUTS, page 8

l n November 1981, Hammonds,
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“COULD BE
THE MOST
IMPORTANT
FILM OF
1982”

4 —Washington
Produced and Post
Directed by
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Release ¢ 1982

THE CAROLINA THEATRE

7:00. 9:00 DOWNTOWN DURHAM 6881939

PREPARE FOR

MCAT.-LSAT-GMAT
ACT-DAT-GRE -CPA

© Opportunity to make up
missed lessons.

@ Voluminous home-study
materials constantly
updated by researchers
expert in their field.

© Opportunity to transfer to
and continue study at any
of our over 105 centers.

® Permanent Centers open
days, evenings and
weekends.

® Low hourly cost. Dedicated
full-time staff.

@ Complete TEST-N-TAPE®
facilities for review of
class lessons and supple-
mentary materials.

® Classes taught by skilled
instructors.

OTHER COURSES AVAILABLE
GRE-PSYCH & BIO « MAT - PCAT - OCAT VAT - TOEFL
MSKP « NMB « VQE « ECFMG « FLEX » NDB « RN BDS
SSAT = PSAT « SAT ACHIEVEMENTS
SPEED READING

B weti

EDUCATIONAL CENTER

Call Days, Eves & Weekends

2634 Chapel Hill Blvd.
Suite 112
Durham, N.C. 27707
(919) 489-8720

TEST PREPARATION
SPECIALISTS SINCE 1938

Do you have to learn a
language this semester?

German Department
announces
German 14

Intensive German

Acquire basic fluency in German in one
semester. A double course for highly
motivated students. Equivalent of German
1-2, with more emphasis on speaking.
Extended exposure 1o language labora
tory and computer programmed
instruction.

Meets MWF 8:00-8:50 a.m.
3:00-3:50 p.m.

Call or contact Professor Bessent,
107 Language Bldg.
phone 684-3836
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Citizenship: adopting the

I hereby declare on oath that I absolutely and
entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and
fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state or
sovereignty to whom or which I have heretofore been a
subject or citizen. . .

ost Americans tend to take their citizenship
M for granted. It's just another part of their
heritage at birth. Most people recognize the
importance of being American on rare occasions:
before sports events, July 4th and in times of national
emergency.

But for 85 persons — including several members of
the Duke community — and hundreds of camera-clad
family and friends who gathered Friday at the U.S.
District Courthousein Greensboro, citizenship and the
act of becoming “American” held much greater
significance.

“It's important to be involved in the country you are
living in,” said Edward Appleby, a senior at the
University of North Carolina at Greensboro and
formerly a Canadian citizen. “I feel American. It’s a
privilege to live in a country such as this.”

Before the ceremony started, people of all ethnic and
social backgrounds were milling around outside the
courtroom, looking a bit uncomfortable in their
Sunday best. Words and sentences from different
languages were discernible through the general buzz
of conservation. This is what historians must have
meant when they talked of the American melting pot.

Gracela Whitley, formerly a citizen of Mexico and an
employee at Allison Manufacturing in Albemarle,
expressed her sentiments succintly. “I really want to
be part of this country,” she said.

Bureaucracy was apparent even in the process of
naturilization. People waited through disorganization
and paperwork to finally take the oath. While people
waited for the judge to appear, they exchanged life
stories and participated in light banter. College
students, drawn imperceptibly together, discussed
how many classes they were missing in order to be
there.

. that I will support and defend the Constitution
and laws of the United States of America against all
enemies foreign and domestic; that I will bear true
faith and allegiance to the same . . .

The oath, conferred by the U.S. District Court chief
judge for the Middle District of North Carolina,
seemed to be unconsciously repeated by most of the
citizenship applicants. Few, it seemed, were actually
thinking about the words and the pledge they were
making to a country not of their birth.

Myle Mitchell, originally from Vietnam and a senior
at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill,
said, “I'm pretty excited so far. [ decided to remain in
this country and be part of it all.”

But Mitchell’s reasons for requesting citizenship
extend far beyond herself — in fact they span oceans.
“I hope to make an application for my parents who are
still in Vietnam,” she said. “This is probably the most
important day in my life.”

The day's events seemed to overwhelm the seven
children who were getting their citizenship. Why, they
asked, should we have to sit in a courtroom for hours?
Why is this so important?

But for the parents of

Krasnisky, the day was particul
is extremely exciting,”
Rhonda’s mother.

Ripple said she and her husband, Vincent, who live
in Burlington, adopted Rhonda almost right after
birth while they were living in Ecuador. *

'y
said Ripple Krasn

I picked her
out by myself,” she said. “She’s just like our own child
and now she’s becoming American.”

Vincent said, “T was also adopted [from Lithuania]
so I can really share in Rhonda’s excitement.”

Ripple added that she hoped to adopt an Amer;
child to be a sister to Rhonda. The Krasisky's
have three of their own sons in their 20’s.

The Krasnisky family was not the only one which
was celebrating the conferment of citizenship on
adopted children.

Charles and Barbara Houston of Greensboro
adopted Laura, age 9, in 1979, and seven-year-old
Wendy in 1977. Both daughters are Korean, though
not related.

“It's an exciting day for us,” said Barbara, who has
three sons of her own. “It’s pretty important and we're
glad they are becoming citizens.”

Give me your tired, your poor,

Your huddled masses yearning to be free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
L lift my lamp beside the golden door.
—Inscription on the Statue of Liberty

Though the naturalization petitioners comprised a
new set of immigrants than the waves of people who
hit America’s shores in the early 20th century, they
expressed similar reasons and hopes.

Wuyen Hung, a researcher in Duke Medical Center
and former citizen of Taiwan said, “The opportunites
here are much better [than in Taiwan]. I enjoy the

sian
also

freedom I have here to create anything I want.”

PHOTO BY FOON RHEE
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American way in ceremony

Jill Chen, a Trinity senior who was born in Taiwan,
said, “If I stayed in Taiwan, I would have no chance of
getting anywhere. In America, a lot more depends on
ability than connections.”

_But she also said she felt nothing particularly
special about the day. “I feel so Americanized
already,” she said. “Thisis just a formal declaration of
my Americanism. [t would be a big deal for people who
aren’t so young and accustomed to America.”

Nisha Garg, an Engineering sophomore, and her
father, Devendra, director of undergraduate studies in
mechanical engineering and materials science,
received their citizenship simultaneously.

“We're excited,” Nisha said. “We wanted our
citizenship because we plan to reside in the United
States.”

Several people, including Ronald Keizer, a UNC-
Chapel Hill sophomore, expressed the importance of
now having the right to vote. “I'm really glad I have
the chance to vote,” he said. “A lot of my friendsdidn’t
even register to vote. For me, voting is really
important.”

. that I will bear arms on behalf of the United
States when required by law; that I will perform
noncombatant service in the armed forces of the
United States when required by law; that I will
perform work of national importance under civilian
direction when required by law . . .

The selective service, it seems, has made its way into
the citizenship process. During the naturalization
interview prior to the ceremony, males of draft age
were asked if they had registered for the draft.

Friday’s ceremony — one of four held during the
year — was marked by the fact that everyone
scheduled to receive citizenship was present and did
receive their certificates.

By Foon Rhee

For some, naturalization firmly placed them in the
tradition expressed by the inseription on the Statue of
Liberty. For others, citizenship only reaffirmed
something they had felt for years.

But after all the anticipation, the actual ceremony
lasted alittle more than five minutes. A transition took
place and, suddenly, it was over.

. and that I take this obligation freely without any
mental reservations or purpose of evasion; so help me
God.

—Oath of Citizenship [ |

PHOTO BY FOON RHEE
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Special Designs and Problem Solving
Call for complete fee information

Dr. Henry A. Greene

Optometrist

3115 Academy Rd.. Durham. N.C. 27707
(919) 493-7456. (Across from Durham Academy)

DUKE CHAPTER OF SEDS

(Students for the Exploration
and Development of Space)

presents

4-Rooms-Earth View

The epic of the United States’ first manned Space Station
Skylab—which was home for nine astronaurs for nearly
half a year, and raught us of the wonders from Earth’s
view. -

Free to all students and Faculty
Meeting and Refreshments to follow film presentation

TONIGHT, 8:30 p.m.
Perkins Library-Room 226

f" we were located in Manhattan, we'd proh-j
ably be a lot more expensive, a lot more
hassle to get to, much more tired and worn,
not next door to the PTA Thrift Shop, and
only half as much fun.

Besides, look who we've got—right here in
Chapel Hill. . .
NOW THRU OCT. 31:
The highly irreverant Herb & Potato
TUES., NOV. 9:
Betty Carter
WED. THRU SUN., NOV. 3 THRU 14:
The great Shirley Horn—a rare nightclub appearance
WED. THRU SUN., NOV. 17 THRU 18:
Carol Solane’s Tribute to The Beatles with Gene
Bertoncini & Michael Moore!
TUES. NOV. 16:
The Four Freshmen
WED. THRU SUN., DEC. 1 THRU &
The Taptations’ “Sentimental Journey™

WED. THRU SUN., DEC. 8 THRU 12:
Oscar nominee Richard Rodney Bennett
Student Discounts Every Thursday Night!
=N
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“The houtest new club between Washington and

Florida. . ." —Associated Press
breakfast, lunch, dinner, latenight fare & Sunday brunch
PLUS
The finest enter in the Southeast!

elliott road, chapel hill reservations 929-0217
Comc holiday banguet & private party bookings still available
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Video madness
The psychological impact of Pac

You Can
Caich The Wave...

Wednesday, November 3

At Advanced Micro Devices, we're getting teally good at what we do, and
we're doing the right things the right way. We're on the leading edge of every
critical technology in the semiconductor industry. There's still a lot more to
do before we're Number One. If you're good at what you do, talk to AMD and
Catch the Wave.

With your MBA, BS, MS or PhD in Electrical Engineering, Solid State Physics,
Materials Science, or Computer Science, you can catch the wave with
Advanced Micro Devices. AMD's wave carries the most exciting career
opportunities in the semiconductor industry with a company that just passed
$300 million in sales, and has its sights set on being a Fortune 500 company.

Make an interview appointment at your Career Planning and Placement
Center. Or, if you can't make it on the above date, send your resume to
B il College Dept. CN-DUC-1103,
Advanced Micro Devices, 901 Thompson Place, Sunnyvale, California

94086.
Advanced
Micro
Devices

An equal opportunity
employer m/f/h.
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Could It Be The Very Best Football Package In Town?

$38 aroom for 1104 people. Stay in a first-class, modern Sheraton with lots
of extras—complimentary cocktail, heated pool, tennis, sauna, jogging course,
two restaurants (great food), three lounges (celebrate victory), in-house et

Y

cable movies, and more. Come on. §
Limited availability (call now). Valid for individual travel, Taxes and gratuities extra. Not offered to 4! W~

convention, group, or business travel. B2

Sheraton Century Center Hotel

SHERATON HOTELS & INNS WORLDWIDE
1-85 at Clairmont Road exit. Atlanta (404) 325-0000 / National Toll Free (800) 325-3535

ith inflation running at

double-digit levels in the past

year and recession rampant, a
quarter won’t buy much these days. But
it will take you to another world — a
world where navigating dangerous
tempests and blowing-up lethal
monsters is commonplace, and space
travel is nothing new.

This fantasy world, of course, is the
domain of video games. Since the
introduction of the archetypal Space
Invaders almost five years ago, video
games have overtaken every other form
of entertainment, including movies and
record albums, to gross over $5 billion,to
date, according to Newsweek.

Most recently at Duke, the Devil's
Quarters arcade has opened in the
ground floor of the Bryan Center. Video
games are also located in the East
Campus Dope Shop, the Cambridge Inn
and assorted dormitories around
campus.

The meteoric rise of video games and
teenagers’ seeming obsession with them
has led to speculation by some that they
may be harmful.

Several towns across the country have
banned the games, arguing that they are
detrimental to youth, and some
psychologists are concerned. “We don’t
need more fodder for the violence mill,”
said Dr. Hall Fishkin, director of North
General-Joint Disease Hospital in New
York (Newsweek, Nov. 16, 1981).

That some video games are violent
cannot be denied. Missiles fire, ships
crash, heroes explode. But not everyone
feels that this is an intrinsically
negative characteristic.

Trinity junior Rhonda Matteson, who
averages one to two games each day,
said “I believe that they offer an outlet
for the anger that’s inherent in each of
us. We're not allowed to express that to
other people — like taking it out on our
roommates — but the machine has no
reaction; it lets you express your feelings
without the boundaries of everyday life.

That’s good. You can get mad at them
and know there will be no
repercussions.”

“They take out aggressive tendencies.

Wednesday, October 27, 1982

It feels good just to shoot something
sometimes,” said Trinity junior Vance
Tucker.

Tucker, who claims Robotron high
scores in the tens of millions, said “It’s
really simple playing a game. You're
justshooting. You can empty your brain.
You don’t have to think. It's like a good
Three Stooges show.”

“It's a challenge,” said Cathy Woods,
an employee of Aunt Sue’s Donut Shop.
“You see if you can beat it — see if your
skills are better or greater than the
machine’s.” Aunt Sue’s, off the corner of
East Campus, has several video games
and is a popular late night/early
morning hangout for Duke students.

Tucker agreed. “Competitive people —
I'm a competitive person in whatever I
do — will play a game until they master
it. It makes you feel good to totally break
the machine. For instance, after the
260th round in Robotron, it totally
reprograms ‘and starts all over on the
first level again. I love to do that. It’s an
accomplishment. It’s an ego trip to look
at the first 15 high scores on a game and
know they’re all mine.

“It gets old quick, though. To anyone
with half an assembly machine
intelligence, they get too simple.”

While most people agree that video
games are attractive, they differ on the
social significance of the games.

“Some people go outdoors and go
fishing, and some people play video
games,” said Duke psychology professor
Cliff Wing. “Fifty years ago these
[today’s game players| were the people
playing cards. What’s provided here is
an opportunity for people to solve a
puzzle. These kinds of things intrigue
people’s imaginations.”

Engineering sophomore Steve
Fitzgerald, a PacMan addict, had a
different interpretation. “I think video
games are addictive,” he said, “because
their subject matter can often be very
sexual. The aspect of shooting is
something that men enjoy tremendously.”
Trinity senior Don Glade, who works in
Devil's Quarters, estimated that 90
percent or more of the game players
there were males.

“It’s really simple playing a

game. You’re just shooting.
You can empty your brain. You
don’t have to think. It's like a
good Three Stooges show.”
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By Ed Prewitt

Man, Space Invaders and the rest

“Video games play to people’s desires
to control a fantasy world and at least
for a small amount of time be totally in
command of a tiny piece of life,”
Fitzgerald continued. “They definitely
symbolize a lot of the frustrations that
people experience in everyday life. A lot
of them [games] take the player into a
fantasy world which can seem like all
the threatening aspects of reality rolled
into one machine to beat. Video games
get at the subconscious that way. People
get obsessed with them.

“They’re an outlet for sexual
repression, but it's only a very
temporary relief. They're such a waste.
Society should turn its attention toward
relieving these repressions and tension

and you’re getting closer, getting better
and better, it's intrinsically motivating.
It’s all you and the problem.

People aren’t doing nothing when
they play games. It’s not all fantastic
but people often don’t realize what it
does contribute to the development of
decision-making and thinking. There’s
more to life than video games, though.
They can be fantastic, but if that’s all a
person did . . . . If a person uses that as
a way not to have relationships, that's a
problem.

“The main advantage [of video
games] lies in using the skills learned
from playing games to apply to
something else. Life is really a series of
probl I have no nt on other

rather than making money off of them.
Advertising psychology — that’s all
video games really are. It's like the
world’s greatest television commercial,
because the viewer controls what
happens.”

Ruth Day is a psychology professor

aspects of the games outside of the
cognitive aspects.”

Trinity sophomore Beth Crabb said,
“They’re fun. A quarter’s not that much.
It’s just like watching television or
reading. It’s something to do for a while.
They’ve also been used to improve eye-

“Video games are addictive because their subject

matter can often be very

sexual. The aspect of

shooting is something that men enjoy tremendously.”

and a cognitive psychologist. She also
sees more to video games than just a
release, but in a different way.

“Overall they can be terrific. They
sharpen an individual’s pattern
recognition processes, facilitate memory
strategies and increase problem-solving
capabilities.

“For example, take PacMan. The first
time you see it it’s this funny yellow
thing gobbling dots. The problem they
[people watching] seeis that of eating all
the dots on the board without getting
eaten, but there are several subproblems
too, such as how to finish a board and
get the greatest amount of points at the
same time. I like to watch people
discover things about it. People learn to
scan for relevant features. Youhavealot
of underlying dimensions of the problem
state.

“Memory comes in when you have to
remember specifics about the game.
How does a person figure out patterns?
How does he remember them? I'm very
interested in how people represent those
patterns in their minds.

On problem-solving: “Any kind of
problem-solving involves finding out
what dimensions are relevant
identifying the subgroups of the
problems. When you have a problem,

to-hand coordination and dexterity in
children with learning disabilities.

“They’ll be around for a long time.
They’ll continue to be a form of
entertainment, but they’re not going to
change the world.”

Matteson disagreed. “I think they’ll
die out eventually. They [the makers of
video games] are going to have big
problems coming up with better games.
Once people get really good at different
types of games, theyll stop playing.
They [video games] have only been
around for a couple of years and already
people are getting tired of them.”

“The only bad thing I see is a lot of
kids in an air-conditioned gameroom on
a beautiful day,” Tucker said. “But
that’s just individual preferences. I still
prefer a good basketball pick-up game
over video games any day. Of course,
you can’t find too many good pick-up
games at 9:00 at night. I don’t think
they’ll change anything in the long
run.”

“I think its too early to give the final
analysis of games,” Day said. “I'd like to
see [today’s] 12- and 13-year-olds at 25.
I'd love to see what they’re doing. But
I'm mildly optimistic. I don’t think
they’ll replace old hobbies. Everybody

has obsessions. They like to take on |

challenges and see what they can do.”
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1st Annual

ACC Calendar

The 1st Annual
ACC CALENDAR

Jackie Pittman, illustrator for Raleigh’s The News and Observer, has
inked his ACC cartoons for over eight years. Now he has produced a full-
color calendar featuring these characters, and you can pick up a copy at
your favorite book or stationery store. Or if you like, you can order by
mail for 85.95 plus 81.00 for postage and sales tax. Just send your order to

PITTMAN ART
P.O. Box 788
Garner, N.C. 27529

P.S. If your favorite store doesn't have it yet, please give them this ad.
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ABORTIONS

Clinic in your area
Appts. made 7 days
1-24 Weeks Termination
CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-321-0572

THE SHOE SPECIALIST‘

Orthopedic Prescriptions ® Sport Shoe Resole ® Retail Boot Sale

S. Square Mall 469-5696

SHOE REPAIR

“Complete Shoe Care”
WE'VE GOT BOOTS!
All boots at North Duke Mall
North Duke Mall 477-4121
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TUESDAY THROUGH FRIDAY
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Objective: A quality legal education in a
supportive, humanistic environment

Admission Philosophy: Applications to
Golden Gate represent individuals, each
of whom has unique personal strengths
and experiences which, together with quan-
titative factors such as GPA and LSAT,
are important in the selection of future
professionals

Curriculum: Comprehensive and varied
course offerings reflect current issues and
legal developments affecting the society
and the profession; extensive criminal and

Golden Gate University
School of Law

c,m-: uy,

W
- xnst

‘Ig orf 2ot ‘b

San Francisco

Our representative will be on campus Friday, October 29,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Duke Placement Center.

civil litigation programs; elective offerings
in both traditional and progressive areas
of the law; clinical and externship oppor-
tunities; public interest law program; joint
J.D.-M.B.A. degrees in Tax, Finance, or
Accounting; joint LD.-Master of Public
Administration; LL.M. degree in Taxation
Ambience: Supportive, open, relaxed

For More Information: See our represen-
tatives when they visit your campus, or
contact Law School Admissions, Golden
Gate, University, 536 Mission Street, San
Francisco, CA 94105; (415) 442-7255.
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. . .taking off a few

Cont. from page 3
frequent when “playing hooky,”
the “truancy laws gave me
concrete ground to stand on”
trying to combat the problem.

“We've had a lot less of a problem this
year than last since the law was
passed,” said David Russell, manager of
Northgate Mall's arcade.

The school’s attendance department
also took the radical step last year to
bring several truants and their parents
to court to force parents to make sure
their children attendedschool daily.Ina
two week period, five truancy cases were
heard in Durham District Court. “When
a situation ends up with a parent in
court, there is often a long record of
problems. In these cases, the parents
have no interest. These are extreme
cases,” Hammonds said. “For some
people, this is the only way.”

Three-quarters of an attendance
counselor’s job is visiting the home of a
truant, trying to talk to the child and the
parent, Rose said. The counselor often
spends his days ferrying truant students
from their homes to the schools. In
addition, lors try to providesh
and clothing for needy children.

While Morris said that no businesses
have been charged under the truancy
statute and that the truancy effort has
had no appreciable effect on youth crime
in the city, ithas paid off in cutting down
the number of habitual truants. In "80-
’81, 448 cases of truancy — that is a
student missing three consecutive
school days without explanation —were
forwarded to the city’s attendance
counseling office. In ’81-'82, that number
decreased by 21 percent, down to 345.
Black females showed the greatest
decline in truancy, dropping from 197
cases to 102. In a school system which is

said
some
when

85 percent black, only 72 percent of the

'81-'82 truant cases were blacks, down

from 82 percent the year before.
however, has not translated

A into a decline in the dropout

rate. While truancy cases dropped
during the last school year 21 percent,
the dropout rate rose 2.2 percent.
Hammonds was at a loss to explain the
increase in dropouts despite the decrease
in truants.

“The dropout rate is an indication of
an instructional problem,” Hammonds
stressed. Ralph Yokley, principal of
Rogers-Herr Middle School, said that
“you solve the problem by improving
instruction. If what happens in the
classroom is exciting, you solve 95
percent of the problem.”

Several programs instituted by the
school department are aimed
specifically at finding trouble spots
early, focusing in on them on a one-on-
one basis and trying to prove to the
students that they can achieve at school.
“Remediation is not as effective” as a
student’s initial exposure to learning,
Hammonds said, adding that his office
is placing an emphasis on elementary
education.

“We're trying to zero in on the
individual student, deal with him on a
one-to-one basis,” Thompson said, “We
need more personal counseling, showing
youngsters that they can achieve at
school.” One such program, called the
Individual Educational Program, is now
underway at Hillside High. In it,
counselors meet with parents and about
200 “exceptional students on both ends
of the spectrum. The normal students
are the harder ones to get to,” Lucas
said.

successful fight against truancy,

Letters: two responses

The education of higher minds

“Appalled”

To the Voices staff:
John Bernstein,
playwright’s look at the grip of
antisemitism on history,” quoted
Tolstoy as saying that man is born with
the will to hate. “Will that ever change?”
Bernstein asked, “will hatred be
replaced by love?” Bernstein answered:
“no.” Small wonder. For rarely has a
wnter so startlingly and — because 50
ly, so frig ==
unmasked his own race hatrecl and
inability to love. I cannot speak for

in his “A

Christians, Moslems or blacks. But as a

Jew and a man of the left, [ am appalled

by both the prose and poetry of

Bernstein that was published
Wednesday in Voices.

Paul Krause

History Department

“Generalizations”

To the Voices staff:
Re: John Bernstein’s article in Voices.

Anti-semitism is as strong a force
today as ever, even if some people
cannot (will not) see it — but that truth
does not justify a generalization such as
you made. I agree with the premise of
your article; something must be done,
but there are statements of ours with
which I must take issue. First, I was at
Dachau this summer and I have never
felt so devastated, so empty or sad in all
of my life. The memory of that, the
thought of the Holocaust and all that it
meant, will never fade from my memory,
even if I don’t have a dead relative to
show for it.

Second, “to the non-Jewish world, a
Jew is a Jew” whether in Tel Aviv or
Durham, which statement implies the
later remark that we should read “anti-
semitism” for “anti-Israelism” and
which seems to be a major factor in your
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days or dropping out

Another program the city schools are
working on is the Extended Day
Program, located at Durham High.
About 90 students who have difficulty
attending school during daytime hours
participate in classes from 3-10 p.m.

In addition to counseling and
curriculum programs, upgrading the
quality of teaching in the city schools
has been given high priority. “Most
teachers know their material. The
question is whether they can teach it,”
Hammonds said. “There is a human
factor involved in teaching that can’t be
judged [in teacher proficiency tests].”

“We have to train the Durham High
School staff so teachers are more
empathetic not sympathetic,
empathetic — to student needs. Once
students feel that we are sincere, that
we're really trying to help them, they’ll
want to come to school,” Thompson
said.

One of Hammonds’ major changes in
the school system has been the
development of neighborhood middle

schools (grades 6-8), replacing junior
high schools. Although it is still too
early to judge the effect of middle
schools on the truancy or dropout
problems, the superintendent believes
that having parents and children in
closer proximity to the schools will
encourage greater interest in the

student’s education.
W been working hard the past few
years to solve their pressing
problems — both in and out of school —
the efforts have not yet paid off. “I don’t
think we have been as effective as we
ought to, or as we would ever like to be.
I'm satisfied with the effort were
making, but not with the results,”
Thompson said. “We need to do more.”
Getting students back to school in
Durham is only part of the problem.
Keeping them there has proved to be a
more difficult task. | |

hile Durham city schools have

PHOTO BY DOUG PATTERSON

to anti-semitism essay

article. I am as Gentile as they come:
Scotch-Irish-German-Presbyterian, and
the thought that all Jews are just Jews
and as such all alike is not one which
has ever occurred to me. There aré many
(believe me) things which Ronald
Reagan does with which I do not agree.
That does not mean that [ am anti-
whatever-religion-he-is. Anti-
communism is not anti-Russianism,
anti-Israelism is not anti-semitism
(although the reverse certainly can be
true). Klatzkin said two Jewish societies
would evolve — Israel and the Jews.
When [ condemn with many others what
Israel has done, I am not condemning
Judaism. In fact, it seems to me that
with your remark you are the one who is
equating the two. You are saying that if
we disagree with the actions of a
political state then we are against the
nation of peoples which makes up that
state. I, in my own blundering, tactless,
Gentile way am tryim.{ tosay toyou(asa
people, as a race), “Look, some of my
best friends are Jews.” It would be
patently absurd to claim that a person
who condemns the USSR for invading
Afghanistan or strong-arming Poland is
therefore anti-Russian by virtue of that
stance.

I condemn anti-semitism as
wholeheartedly (I believe) as youdo. Itis
racism in one of its most terrible, evil

forms, and undermines the very
standards which we as Americans
believe in. At the same time, Menachem
Begin is not one of my favorite people.
understand (I do not say I know; [ am
aware that, even after — or perhaps
since — going to Dachau, not being of
the heritage I can never know) what he,
you, went through, but he cannot be
permitted to justify from that point on
anything he takes it into his mind to do
by virtue of his history.

1 do differentiate between a Jew in
Durham and a Jew in Tel Aviv. One of
them (I'll leave it to you to decide) is the
citizen of an adolescent nation which is
stepping on a lot of adult toes, and it
really is immaterial to me what religion
he practices except insofar as that
religion is part of his heritage which
brought him to that point. Jews I like —
if it ever occurred to me to classify them
in that manner. But right now I find
Israelis a little hard to stomach. I'm not
real big on Jerry Falwell either, but if I
let that interfere with my Christian
friends (and on the basis of your
equation of anti-Israelism with anti-
semitism) [ wouldn't have many friends
left. With all due respect, I don’t think I
am the one who has the problem
drawing that line between the Asian
statehood and the Diaspora.

Katrina Church
Trinity '83
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