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NEW LISTINGS

TRINITY PARK — Cute brick cottage with private

backyard and separate garage. House has nice

built-ins, FP in LR, sunroom, large kitchen w/break-

gst' are!a and full basement with workspace. $50's.
all us!

2616 GLENDALE AVENUE — 4 BR, 2 baths, LR,
DR, Den, screened porch, 2 fireplaces, full base-
ment. Includes nice guest suite. Great neigh-
borhood convenient to County General and Duke.
$59,900.

LT T

TRINITY PARK

918 URBAN AVE. — 2600 square feet in a great
neighborhood! This brick home offers LR w/FP,
DR, den with separate entrance, 4 BR, small studio,
2 baths, gas heat and a lifetime roof. $58,300.

Look for the Pink Sign!

286-5611 or 688-2304
iq National Reksation Wis

Counseling Center

‘War’ on aid cuts declared

ASDJ chooses new speaker

By Larry Kaplow

In its last meeting of the semester, ASDU elected the
speaker of the legislature and committee chairmen for
the upcoming academic year.

The legislature elected the following Trinity
sophomores: Bill Bruton, speaker; Dick McDonald,
chairman of Academic Affairs; Ira Hyman, chairman
of University Affairs; and Keith Ozaki, Athletic
Affairs chairman.

Also elected were Marie Miranda, a Trinity
freshman, as chairwoman of the Student Organiza-
tions Committee and Mark Indermaur, an Engineer-
ing junior, as chairman of the External Affairs
Committee.

ASDU president Shep Moyle informed the legisla-
ture of his “war” on federal financial aid cuts, which
he announced Sunday. He said a variety of actions will
be taken, including a petition, phone and letter drives
to Congress and an open-mike at the Bryan Center.

“This is something we can finally do something
about,” said Moyle. He added that the movement had
received widespread press coverage and support.

ASDU then passed a resolution formally declaring
war on aid cuts.

In another resolution, the legislature requested all
residential groups be organized into federations,
though formal requirements would be left to the
federations themselves. The bill also requested more
live-in faculty and biennial reviews of the federation
system.

ASDU lowered the increase in next year’s student
activities fee from $2.60 to $2.00 because of extra funds
remaining from the cancelled bus service last fall to
Chapel Hill.

In other resolutions, ASDU requested greater sexual
counseling and advice on campus, the paving of two
central campus basketball courts and the cleaning of
the pond in the open field of the Duke Gardens.

Newsbit

Runoff elections for three class offices were held
Tuesday. Dennis Kokenes was elected president of
the class of 1983 by a 87-79 count. Lauren Bender
was elected vice president, 90-81. Less than 15
percent of the junior class turned in ballots.

Slighly more freshman voted in the runoff
election. Lisa Burdick was elected vice president
for the class of 1985 by a 147-138 margin.

| perspectives, an opportunity for seniors to share

* X o
Senior perspectives
Next Wednesday, Aeolus will feature senior

~ the ups, downs and inbetweens experienced

. during their undergraduate days at Duke. Per-
spectives should be typed, double-spaced and

_handed into the Chronicle no later than this
- weekend. Please include your name and telephone
number. If you have any questions, call the
Chronicle office, 684-2663.

ETHICS and the PROFESSIONS
TERM I MAY 13-JUNE 26

A two-course, summer only program for those
interested in the ethical problems faced by
professionals in contemporary society. Program
includes a major symposium “The Social Responsiveness
of Business” featuring Juanita Kreps.

Faculty: Martin Golding, Department of Philosophy
Patricia Marshall, N.C.C.U. School of Law
Thomas E. McCollough, Department of Religion
George W. Pearsall, School of Engineering
Harmon Smith, Jr., Divinity School/School of

For further information, contact the
Summer Session Office
121 Allen

1982

Medicine

684-2621
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Minor leagues but major fun

In the stands

ts opening night at Durham
I Athletic Park and 40 degrees

out. But they’re here, the fans,
2,000 of them, drinking beer, eating
nachos, and watching the Durham Bulls
and the Winston Salem Red Sox play
ball.

“Durham’s got the greatest thing
that’s ever been,” said Bulls fan George
Cates, slapping members of the Bulls on
the back as they passed from the locker
to the field. “We’ve got some place to
come now.”

There is a sense of intimaey-in
Durham Athletic Park that is unique to
the minor leagues, a feeling seldom
experienced in today’s big league parks.
It’s the old city field, with local Durham
advertising posted upon the outfield
wall, a short porch in right field, and real
turf that becomes hilly in the right field
corner. The fans here make a difference.
And as the beer flows, the cheering and
razzing inevitably intensifies.

“This town isn’t like other minor
league towns where the fans who come
out don’t know baseball,” said Bruce Dal
Canton, the Bulls’ new pitching coach
“This town knows the game, and it gets
involved. The fans here get excited. 'm
not sure if it’s the beer or what,” he
added with a smile.

There is no doubt that Durham, to
which minor league baseball returned
three years ago after an eight-year
absence, is a good baseball town. And
the fans have already earned a Carolina
League reputation for being rowdy and
faithful — good baseball fans.

“I love pitching here. The fans get me
riled up, especially in the late innings,”
said Winston Salem pitcher Scott
Gerring.

Just who are these fans? The ballpark
is filled with a cross section of local
Durham residents, college students,
high schoolers and kids.

In the bleachers on the first base side
sits 70-year-old Louis Baucom, “Pops” to
his fellow Bulls supporters. Last season,
Baucom saw every Bulls home game
and made two trips to see the team play
out of town. This year he expects to
match that record. He brings a custom
seat to each home game, attaching it to
the first row of the grandstand. This
year he has a special pass that allows
him early entrance to the park, in order
to watch batting practice and chat with
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the players.

We're the old faithfuls,” said Tinker
Parnell of himself, Baucom and a small
group of first-base grandstand fans, all
who became friends through Bulls’
baseball. Tinker is an avid baseball fan,
as devoted to Duke baseball as he is to
the Bulls.

“Yes siree,” Tinker said, “I've got a
double-header out at Duke tomorrow
and then I'm back here at the ballpark
tomorrow night. That’s 27 innings of
baseball in one day, and I love every
minute of it.”

But Tinker only had eyes for the Bulls
on Friday night. The team looked good,
and held a 2-1 lead going into the ninth
inning. A bitter wind whipped through
the grandstand.

“Football weather,” said Tinker,“but
nobody’s leaving. The ball game ain't
over ’til the last damn out. The ball game
ain’t leaving ’til the fat lady sings.”

Then out came Lonnie, another
member of the first-base grandstand
cheering section. He is a self-appointed
cheerleader, commanding immediate
respect from the boisterous crowd. As a
beer splashed in his right hand, he
shouted, “Give me a B...” and with his
free hand painted an imaginary B as
large as himself in the air. The crowd
went wild. As an encore he did the same
with Durham. When he finished his
theatrics Lonnie downed what was left
of his beer, looked up into the bleacher
crowd and shouted in a hoarse voice,
“Goddamn it’s good to be back.”

The final out was an outfield fly, and
the crowd left, satisfied with their

‘The fans here make
the difference. And as the
beer flows, the cheering and
old-fashioned razzing
inevitably intensifies.’

winning team. In the locker room, Bulls
manager Bobby Dews commented on
the opening-night crowd. “I’ll tell you
one thing, that sounded like a lot more
than 2,000 people out there tonight.
They make a différence here in
Durham.”

Chalk one up for the fans. The Grand,

Old Game lives on in Durham.

By Thaddeus Hemick

On the field

t is a classic American dream;
to play major-league baseball,
the national pastime. And for
the ball players in the Carolina League,
aclass A minor league, itis a dream that
already has been partially realized.
“Everybody here [on the Bulls] thinks
they’ll be playing major-league ball,
they woudn’t be here if they didn't. It
might take five, six, seven years to make
it, but you can’t rule anybody out,” said
Durham Bulls pitching coach Bruce Dal
Canton.

Yet it is unlikely that more than four
ballplayers on the Bulls, or any other
team in the Carolina League, will make
it to the majors. In the meantime, it’s life
in the minors: a draining spring and
summer of non-stop baseball, bus travel,
cheap motels, old city ball parks, jeering
and drunken crowds, and an
overwhelming pressure to perform at
bat, on the bases, and in the field.

“The minute you start slackin’ off
they’ll sit you down. You don’t have
nothin’ to say about nothin’ in this
league. They tell you what to do and you
do it,” said Winston Salem Red Sox
pitcher Scott Gerring.

A rookie in class A professional
baseball is usually paid $600 a month.
But the money that looms in major-
league baseball is an alluring factor in
the drive to make it. More important
though, is a simple, determined love for
the game of baseball.

“I don’t think quitting even enters the
minds of these kids. They’re in it for the
love of the game. If they don’t love the
game, then they’re wasting their time,”
said Dal Canton.

A number of class A players were
signed right from high school and opted
out of a college scholarship for a
professional salary. Tim Fuller, a relief
pitcher for the Bulls, turned down a
scholarship at Stetson to sign with the
Atlanta organization. The Bulls are one
of the Atlanta Braves “farm teams.”

“The opportunity was there, and I was
just out of high school. It was pretty
exciting to be asked to try out for this
organization. They want me as a
reliever, and I think I can make it as
one,” Fuller said.

The hope of making it to the majors is
shared by fans and family alike. Behind
home plate at Durham Athletic Park a
special section is reserved for the
players’ wives. Faithfully, they turn out
at the ball park throughout the spring
and the summer and watch their
husbands in the field.

“We started dating back in high
school, and I've been watching him play
ball since then. I've never doubted that
he wouldn’t make it,” said Carol Neal,
wife of Bulls right fielder Brian Neal.

Jim Wilson, father of Winston Salem
Red Sox third baseman Parker Wilson,
came from his home in Tuscaloosa, Ala.
to watch his son play against the Bulls.
He keeps a close watch on the Red Sox
organization, especially on the class AA
Bristol [Conn.] team and the class AAA
Pawtucket [R.I.] team, where Wilson
would most likely play if he were to make
the Boston Red Sox club.

“Neither club’s got a starting third
baseman. My son’s got a strong arm and
a good bat. It's few and far between as to
who makes it, but I'd say he’s got a real
shot. I've never been to Boston,” he said
with an optimistic smile.”

And so the national pastime continues
to instill hopes and dreams in America’s
baseball youth. The dream is fostered at
an early age, and from little leagueto the
minors it never fades. It is pursued with
determination and confidence, the
players seem to know they’re going to
make it.

Said Gerring, “Baseball’'s where I
want to be, and I'll be here’til I makeitin
the majors. They’re gonna have to throw
me out to get me outa here.”




Aeolus

4
Duke College Republicans

Important Meeting
Election of officers for 1982-1983 and 3
a guest speaker:

. David Miner
| Chairman of the North Carolina
Federation of College Republicans
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Each of these advertised items is required to be readily available for sale at or
ITEM poucy below the advertised price in each A&P Store, except as specifically noted

PRICES EFFECTIVE THRU WED., APRIL 14 AT AP IN DURHAM

ITEMS OFFERED FOR SALE NOT AVAILABLE TO OTHER RETAIL DEALERS OR WHOLESALERS

e 621 Broad Street ® 11

® 3205 University Drive

IA&P OPEN

REGULAR HOURS|

09 East Main Street

e 3438 Hillsborough Road |EASTER

|SUNDAY

U.S.D.A. INSPECTED FRESH

Whole Fryer Legs

A&P QUALITY HEAVY WESTERN GRAIN FED BEEF ‘
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Save 50¢
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Spaghettl Sauce|
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Spaghetti 32 99 40: 1 29
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(m‘:.‘;’ 59‘ jor bottle

Apple Julce

Pepsi Cola

16 0z. 8 pk

s1 .49 + dep.

\,

A&P QUALITY
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jug

ASSORTED

Norﬂlern Tissue
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pkg.
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Brawny Towels
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Now Accepting Limited Apoiications
For Guaranteed Fall
Occupancy
CABLE TV

See this exciting community with in
walking distance of Duke and the VA
Hospital One and two bedroom plans
offer great value in modern apartment
living Easy access to Duke and all of
Research Triangle area Air condition
ing. carpeting and equipped kitchen
Plus a complete health club featuring
sauna. exercise machines and steam
bath Swimming. tennis courts and
laundry. of course 311 South LaSalle
Phone 383-6683today' Model apartment
furnished by Metrolease Rental hours
9-6 Mon -Fri . 10-5 Sat

ke
nor

APARTMENTS

Now Accepting Limited Applications
For Guaranteed Fall Occupancy

CABLE TV
Short Term Leases Available

APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE
OF DUKE UNIVERSITY

Findan apartment that s rignt for you from our wide
‘variety of locations. plans and rents All modern
buildings In the top areas for easy access 1o Duke
and all the Durham area Featuring air conditioning
carpeting. laundry facilities and swimming
privileges Save gas dollars with our great locations

Phone 493-4509
Triangle Communities
1505 Duke University Road

Durham
Mon. thru Fri. 9-6
Sat. 10-5

Now Accepting Limited Appiications
For Guarantesd Fall
Occupancy
CABLE TV
SHORT TERM LEASES AVAILABLE

Adjacent to Duke Campus and so
convenient to all of Durham, Chapel
Hill and Research Triangle Park. One
and two bedroom garden plans offer
modern kitchen with dishwasher,
carpeting and air conditioning. Swim-
ming pool and laundry. 1315Morreene
Rd. Phone 383-6677 today! Model
apartment furnished by Metro Lease.
Mon.-Fri. 9-6
Sat. 10-5

West Durham

“TEACHERCOURSETOBARCHIVICLEERWOCKY”

The Undergraduate Publications Board, which
oversees the publication of the Teacher Course
FEvaluation Book, Tobacco Road, the Archive,

The Chanticleer and Jabberwocky, is looking
for students to serve as board members.
Sign-up in 106 Flowers Building by Friday, April 16th.
Interviews will be held Monday April 19th.

For more information call Ken Weil 684-1237

Residential Policy Committee
is now accepting applications.

COME INTO OUR NEW OFFICES AND
GET AN APPLICATION TODAY.

=
DEADLINE MONDAY, APRIL 19.
_— - - -

HELP MAKE POLICY!

The midwife

Old-fashioned care
offers new alternative
— By Susan Deaton and Alison Seevak

hen nurse-midwife Nancy Carrera came to

North Carolina 15 years ago, she found that

it wasn’t possible to practice the profession
she had learned in Scotland. Although midwifery has
always been a strong institutionin Europe, it was long
discouraged in the United States. Now Carrera sees a
resurgence of popularity among both practitioners
and consumers, and wonders “if there are even enough
midwives around to meet the demand.”

“The medical world naturally focuses on things that
can go wrong. But birth is a normal physiological
event. Midwifery focuses on birth as a normal event,”
said nurse-midwife Linda Glenn.

Historically, midwives were women who had
extensive experience assisting during pregnancy and
childbirth. The modern midwife, however, holds a
degree in nursing as well as the specialization in
midwifery. In North Carolina almost all licensed
midwives work with a physician in hopitals or clinics.

“Physicians tend not to give women too much
attention if the birth seems normal and healthy. But it
[birth]is still a big change. Women can get more of the
care they need from midwives,” said Debbie Frank, a
Duke graduate currently enrolled in Yale’s master
degree program in midwifery. Yale is one of 17 schools
in the country which offers two-year midwifery
programs for nurses, but is unique in offering a three-
year program for those without nursing degrees. As
part of her studies, Frank has worked at the Durham
Women’s Clinic for the last four months.

“We [midwives] can pride ourselves on being expert
in normal births, and able to forsee problems in order
to transfer them to physicians,” Carrera said.

“Working with a midwife can be very emotionally
satisfying. . . midwives stay with women all through
labor and delivery. The relationship can be strong and
in-depth,” Glenn said.

According to Frank, very few of the women she
works with at the Durham Women’s Clinic request
medication during labor, although a mild analgesicis
available. “There is something about having someone
with you,” she said.

Carrera also works with the Durham Women’s
Clinic, the only center in Durham which offers a
midwifery service, along with gynecological care,
birth control services and prenatal and post-partum
education. The clinic employs two full-time nurse-
midwives, along with five physicians.

Linda Glenn helped found the Chatham Birthing
Center in Siler City four years ago after several
Chatham women expressed the desire for midwifery
services. The center employs two full-time and two
part-time nurse-midwives, along with an obstetrician.

Located on the renovated second floor of Chatham
Hospital, it is the only one of its kind in North
Carolina. Equipped with its own “birthing room,”[an
alternative to the traditional environment with a
“homier” atmosphere] it offers services for both
normal and complicated deliveries. Most women
spend three to six hours in the “birthing center” after
delivery and then return home with their child.

Women who choose to use nurse-midwives from the
Durham Women’s Clinic usually use the “birthing
room” facility of Durham County General Hospital.

Since December, the Chatham Birthing Center has
been offering homebirth service [delivery by midwife
at home with hospital back-up service]. Glenn has
found that there has been little demand for such a
service.
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“Most women have been taught that the only safe
place to have a baby is in the hospital. It’s accepted as

standard,” she said.
A handled many of the deliveries in rural, low-
income areas, the medical profession has
gradually taken over their role. Today, less than one
percent of all births take place at home. Until the
1960s, the North Carolina Department of Human
Resources had stopped issuing midwifery permits.
However, increased demand from middle-class women
for midwife services during the 1970s culminated in
House Bill 695 last year.

This legislation calls for a review of midwifery laws
and a study of the safety of homebirth. Current North
Carolina law permits only Certified Nursing midwives
to practice.

“The implications of our obstetrics [programs are
that] women walk away feeling that they can not give
birth without the intervention of a technocrat. [It is] a
gargantuam rip-off of womankind,” said Don Domizio,
a physician’s associate at Duke and chairman of the
sub-committee to write the new midwifery legislation.

A peace corp teer with ive experi in

Ithough granny midwives at one time
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Shoe Specialists
Open 10 am-9 pm
Let us repair last wiriter’s shoes!

—SHOE REPAIR—

South Square Mall Ph. 4895696

EUROPE » CAR

RENT or BUY

LOWEST PRICES

FOR STUDENTS, TEACHERS

EUROPE BY CAR
45 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, N.Y. 10020
Phone (212) 581-3040
Mail this ad for Special
Student/ Teacher Tariff.

JRENTAL [ LEASE (] PURCHASE
al

LSAT » MCAT * GRE
GRE PSYCH » GRE BIO
GMAT = DAT © OCAT = PCAT
VAT o MAT « SAT
NAT'L MED BDS
ECFMG » FLEX » VOE
NDB * NPB | * NLE
Sl KAPLAN

EDUCATIONAL CENTE)

R

Test Preparation Specialists
Since 1938

Fur intormation, Please Call:

919-489-8720

| The perfect locations for Duke
(right at the entrance!) and for
all the Research Triangle area.
Modern spacious one-bedroom
plans features separate dining
area, carpeting, and air
conditioning. Swimming pool
and laundry too. Two blocks
from Duke bus line. Now
accepting applications for
GUARANTEED Fall occupancy.

For information phone 493-4509
Cable Vision Available

| (.
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“A triumph of sophisticated come:

Richard Freedman. Newhot

A Gaumont/New Yorker Films Release
DAILY: 7:15, 9:10
Wed. & Sun. matinees
1:40, 3:30, 5:20

1981

THE CAROLINA THEATRE
DOWNTOWN DNRNAM 6684939

FRESHMEN-SOPHOMORES

FUQUA SCHOOL
OF BUSINESS
MBA 3-2 PROGRAM

Martina Bryant, Assistant Dean of
Trinity College, and David Miller,
Director of Admissions of FSB, will
discuss the MBA 3-2 program. The 3-2
program is an opportunity for high
ability students to obtain a baccalaureate
degree and a Master of Business
Administration degree in a total of 5
years.

Wednesday, April 21
4:00 p.m.

111 Social Sciences Building

midwifery, Domizio supports a idwife
stand. “As far as I am concerned you could be a
midwife in six months.”

But Domizio is only one voice in the midwife
controversy. Dr. Allen Killam, professor in the
department of obstetrics and gynecology, insists that
midwives should at least havea nursing degree and go
through legal screening.

In terms of homebirth , “itisi \/
me whether or not the person is a fully-trained
obstetrician, they cannot respond appropriately,” he
said. “I would not feel comfortable with a home
delivery,” he added.

“Without a doubt, the greatest risk of dying or
suffering damage, statistically, is during labor. It is
not so different than open heart surgery in mortality

A ial

rate,” he said.

Gretchen Dery, assi of finds
that the decision depends more on one’s perspective
than on the inh t d of homebirth. Whether

one sees “pregnancy and childbirth as normal, instead
of a disease.”

Dery emphasized that with proper prenatal screen-
ing for high risk cases, most deliveries are normal. Of
the prospect of having her own child delivered by a
midwife, she said “I would do it in a minute,” adding
that “homebirth would be my choice.”

Duke does not offer a midwifery program, she
explained, because physician groups at Duke are not
interested in the normal childbearing experience but
in high-risk cases. “What is provided is disease care,
not health care,” she said.
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Duten University Union

special evemts
| SPRING RUN

3 mile and 5 mile race around campus

) $3 Entry Fee
) FREE T-SHIRT
) — Rain or Shine —

Sign-up Monday-Thursday between 11:00-1:00 at the
) table on the Quad or by 1:30 on the day of the race.

)

) SUNDAY, APRIL 18th 2:00 p.m.
Begins at the East Campus Bus Stop

Prizes For: 1) 1st, 204, 3rd in 5 mile race
2) Ist, 2nd, 3rd in 3 mile race
3) 1st woman
4) oldest runner

S




Vietnam after nine years home

BLOOM COUNTY

by Berke Breathed
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‘. . . And that’s how most of us feel. We don’t want to
be martyrs, we don’t want to be heroes, we're just like
everybody else. We did our thing, we came home.’

— Bill Boten

or most Duke students, the

Vietnam War is part of the dim

memory of childhood, just
remembered glimpses of the nightly
news and snatches of parental
conversation.

But for a group of Duke professors,
graduate students and staff, the war
attached a label — Vietnam veteran.
What has been packaged under that
label since the end of the war nine years
ago has often been sensationalized and
negative. For many Vietnam veterans,
however, the connotations of the popular
label only vaguely apply.

What follows is a drastic
oversimplification. This story is
condensed from more than six hours of
interviews, and originally was more
than twice its final size. Even then, it is
a look at just five of the more than four
million men who fought in Vietnam. But
their experiences and impressions are as
valuable as any that may come out of
Hollywood.

lex Roland teaches military

history at Duke. His interest in

the subject “grew out of Vietnam.
I came out of Vietnam rabid fo know
how the thing could be so screwed up as
what I'd seen. I had two more years
obligation in the Marine Corps after
Vietnam, and those two years I looked
around and it looked even more messed
up stateside than it did in Vietnam.

“I came here specifically to find out
how the American military could be so
messed up.”

What Roland saw as a motor
transport officer for a medical battalion
from May, 1967 to June, 1968, was
“incompetence in the upper-middle level
officers, lieutenant colonel to colonel
rank. They really didn’t seem to know
what they were doing. The Marine Corps
was being badly used in Vietnam. It is
not suited to large scale, continued land
operations. There seemed to be very little
thinking about how you fought the kind
of war that we were in.

“There seemed to be far too much
concern on the part of the career people
with how Vietnam was going to fit into
there career pattern. Everybody was
collecting medals. I was stationed with a
hospital, and we had a general come
over to check into the hospital so that he
could get a purple heart for stubbing his
toe jumping into a bunker.”

In general, Roland says, “The
American military was ill-prepared for
this war, and for the particular course it

took. It was very frustrating to them. It
was almost impossible, even for the
people I was most critical of, to get to
Vietnam and to realize that the training
that they had had, and the assumptions
under which the military was operating,
weren’t working in Vietnam. Oftentimes
what appeared to be their incompetence
was just an inability to cope, but it’s
hard to imagine that anyone could have
coped under the circumstances.”

Having been on the civilian and
military sides of the war, Roland says
his impression of the media’s coverage
“was that the reporters were pandering
to the American people, digging up
footage that would be spectacular. But
by the same token, I'm not sure that
that was a tremendous distortion.
Rather, I think most of the things they
presented were in fact true. When they
were depicting the American military as
incompetent or brutal, I think most of
those things were true.”

Roland has some trouble with the
stories of psychologically damaged
veterans. “I'm sure there are a number
of veterans who are not nearly as
disabled by the war as they convinced
themselves they are, and they are in fact
dwelling upon there war experience, and
using it like a crutch, and that metaphor
is perfectly appropriate. Using it like a
crutch for their own shortcomings.
failures, disappointments. It’s easy to
blame it all on Vietnam. The damage is
surely true in some cases, and in those
cases, I think the government has a
continuing responsibility to provide
whatever care they need.

“This isn’t peculiar to Vietnam.
Very often in men’s lives, their
experience of war as young men is the
most formative, important, cathartic
experience that they will ever know.”

Similarly, he is skeptical of analyses
of the war. “The whole thing was so
confusing, so complex, that whenever I
hear someone talk about ‘the lessons of
Vietnam,’ it makes me want to grab for
my wallet. 'm not sure there’s any
consensus on what those lessons are or
should be.”

What Roland would have America
learn from Vietnam is to “be deeply
suspicious of the American government.
I think that there are lots of good and
honest people serving in government,
but democracy is always well advised to
be suspicious of authority.

“Also, watch out for the role of the
military in national decision making.

By Chris Smith

The military and their apologists like to
claim today that this was a war created
by McNamara and the Whiz Kids,
basically by the civilians, foisted upon
the military, and that they lost it
because their hands were tied behind
their backs. I just don’t think that’s true.
That doesn’t fit with any of my
experience or understanding of how
national decison making works. The
military was all too anxious to get in

there.”
A Duke Hospital North, Michael

Schwartz has an office on the
ninth floor with an impressive view of
the campus. In 1968-69, he was an Army
infantry officer.

“I knew when I went that the
United States was not going to win the
war. I was absolutely convinced from
my readings of history, of World War II
and Korea, the way those wars were
fought, it was apparent to me that we
certainly weren’t going to make the
effort to win.

“On my arrival in Vietnam I think
most people were very frightened, very
depressed . . . . I think we all shared
the same view that your sole purpose
was to protect the men that were under
your command, to save your own life
and to get back home. This makes
fighting a war very difficult, because
you know that there’s really no
goal . . . .I think that it was clear from
the way they were waging the war on
the company and battalion levels that it
was futile.

“The main feeling that went
through your mind for the entire time
was absolute fear. You were afraid from
the moment you got off the airplane. It
was really the irony and the
contradiction of the whole thing. I went
over on a Braniff Airlines plane. They
served you steak. The stewardesses were
very attractive American girls. I think
they knew a number of these people
were going to be killed or injured, and
they went out of their way to be kind
and compassionate.

“And then you landed, and found
the immediate opposite pole. I think we
were even fired upon as I got off the
plane. The Viet Cong or somebody was a
few hundred meters out from the airfield
and lobbed in a few mortars.

“Contrary to what the popular
literature is, I didn’t really meet any
physcopaths there. Most of them were
just normal Americans who didn’t really

s the administrative director of

want to be there, and that included most
of the officers I knew. This was a very
frustrating thing. It was the old thing of
never seeing your accomplishments.
There were no accomplishments.
Staying alive was the accomplishment.”

Looking back on the war, Schwartz
says, “I think we really went in
extremes. We went to an extreme with
this sort of child-like over optimistic
view, that we’re supermen, that we can
win against a few little Viet Cong, that
they’re nothings, that we can conquer
them. That of course was ridiculous. We
then went to the other extreme that
there’s no way the United States can
win this war. And we never found what
I think was the logical point in-
between.”

“I really was not psychologically
traumatized. I didn’t concern myself so
much with what was going on, as with
what I wanted to do when I got out. T
guess I had a lot of hope.”

“T think it is impossible to describe
the feeling of what it’s like to know that
your only purpose is to survive. That if
you are able to stay alive from day one
through day 365, you get to go home.
But if you can’t do that, then you're
either going to go home dead or
wounded. I think that has an effect on
people that is incomprehensible.”

“I think one of the problems with
Vietnam is that people tend to
overintellectualize it. I think the lessons
are really quite simple. Before you enter
an encounter of that nature, to expend
the resources — human resources,
monetary resources, the emotional
energy — into an effort of that kind,
you’d better be very careful about what
you're doing. Is what you're trying to
accomplish worthwhile?”

If his son faced the same situation,
Schwartz says he would telll him “not to
go. It’s not worth dying for. I love this
country. Many of my more distant
realtives were killed by the Nazis, so I'm
most appreciative of what this country
has enabled my family to do. We have
been extremely successful. This was
drummed into me as a child, growing
up, how lucky we were to be here. But I
don’t think that one should throw his
life away so foolishly, as was done in
Vietnam. If the leaders are so
irresponsible as to get you into a
situation such as Vietnam, then the
people have a right to react.”

Schwartz said he does not let his
Vietnam experiences bother him. “I
don’t think about it much. When I first
came home I was bothered by loud
noises, because of the gunfire and the
rockets. We were rocketed and mortared
a great deal, I'd say two-thirds to three-



|

Michael Sc

guarters of the time I was there. And so
¥ou weren’t really shellshocked, but you
certainly were conscious of the noise and
the danger. After I came home, I was
bothered by loud noises, for about six
months. It just gradually went away.
But to this day I don’t like loud noises.”
ine floors below Schwartz,
Charles Nordan works in the
room as a li
for Public Safety. Nordan got his orders
10 go to Vietnam on his 18th birthday,
in 1966, after enlisting in 1965.

“It’s kind of amusing that when I
went in I knew there was a war going
on in Vietnam, but I figured by the time
1 went through 20 weeks of training, the
war would probably be over.”

When he first went to Vietnam,
Nordan remembers being “scared that I
wouldn’t be able to sleep the whole time
1 was over there. Of course, you lay
down and pretty soon you relax and go
to sleep. Second, I felt like every
Vietnamese I saw, man or woman, boy
or girl, had a hand grenade under their
shirt. That was the first impression I
got, which I later got over.”

Nordan served for six months as an
Army combat medic. “I'm not sorry that
I went there. It's an experience I
Probably won’t ever forget. I met some
very warm individuals over there. One
thing that Vietnam taught me was
about feeling superior, as far as the
American people g0- We had this plague
over a door that said, “Through these
portals walk the best equipped, best
dressed and most courageous fighting
men in the world.” Of course they were
talking about the American soldier. Of
course that’s all-we were led to believe.

“You've got to understand that I
was 18 years old when I went over there.
I wasn’t well trained. There were things
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that I ran up against that I'd never seen
in my life. I was scared. But the things
that I did, I did as best I could.”

Nordan says his only regret is that
he wasn’t better trained to work as a
medic. “The people in Vietnam are good
people. It’s a shame that the war
happened. I don’t blame this country for
having been over there. I'm not bitter
about being over there. It’s something
that I don’t talk a lot about. It’s like a
part of your life that happened, and you
know what happened, and what you
learned from that experience was good,
but it’s something you don’t want your
son to have to go through. If I was faced
with having him register to go to fight, I
don’t know what I'd do, I think probably
I'd want him to make up his own mind.
I don’t think I'd be any more proud of
him if he went or if he said, ‘No, I'm not
going.”

“When I first got back in this
country and went home, I had trouble
adjusting. One of the first things I did
when I got back was go into a room and
cut a light switch on and off several
times. I sat there and thought, ‘I can do
this here, I can’t do this over there.’ I
was really thankful for being an
American. We've really got it made. I'm
sorry people don’t see that.

Alex Roland

“I think if I had something to say to
people about Vietnam, I'd ask them to
remember that when Vietnam started,
there were a lot of people in this country
who supported the war. Everyone can
make a mistake. I don't think that the
American soldier who went to Vietnam
was one of those people.

“When I went to Vietnam, I went
because my country asked me to. I felt
like I had had 18 damn good years in
this country, and when it came time to
pay your tab, you paid your tab.
Whether the war was right or
wrong . . . people have told me the war
was a bad thing for this country to be
into. From what I've read, it might have
been. But I still feel that I went over
there because I owed my country a debt.

“This stuff about the Vietnam
memorial — they’re putting it up 15
years too late. I haven’t met one
Vietnam veteran who felt this memorial
was really a memorial to the vet. I'm
sure there are thousands who think it's
good. It’s probably one of the places I
would avoid if I went to Washington. I'd
never let my son see something like that.

“War is a terrible thing. I pray that
all the leaders in the world know that. I
hope nobody has to go through a war
again. I could sit here and tell you about
the villages that were napalmed, the
burns I saw. I don’t think that’s
relevant. We were a bunch of guys who
were asked to go and do a job for this
country, and went over and did it. I
think it turned from being a war fought
by the military all the way around to
being a war fought by the politicians. A
lot of people lost their lives while they
were trying to decide the shape of the
Paris peace table.”

ill Atwater sits in his Central

Campus apartment chain-smok

ing filterless cigarettes. Now a
graduate student in military history, he
was a Marine infantry platoon
commander and then a First Lieutenant
in the First Marine Air Wing during his
1969-70 tour. He says what surprised
him was not the “shooting part of the
war, but the living part of the war.”

“Try to picture yourself living
outside, for a long period of time, with
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no tent and no hot meals. The way you
got supplied was by helicopter. This was
up in the mountains. It was during
monsoon season. When it didn’t rain,
you had this fog. So it was very difficult
for the helicopters to fly. Resupply was
spotty.

“You never got dry. You know when
you wash dishes or keep your hands in
water how the skin puckers up? Try to
picture that going for days on end. After
a while the skin falls off, and you get
these big sores. You walk through grass
that is 14 feet tall and it cuts you. Every
time you get a little cut, because you're
living in such filth, it gets infected. Your
feet are rotting off, your uniform is rot.
Malaria was a big problem, mosquitoes
were everywhere. The only reason I
knew it was Sunday was that was the
day the medical corpsmen came and
threw an orange pill down everyone’s
throat, a prophylaxis against malaria.
And that would give you diarrhea. So
then everyone knew it was Monday.

“You also have the fact that there
are people out there trying to kill you.
And of course you're trying to do the
same thing to them.”

Atwater recalls when things “got a
little tough. We were running a patrol
with my platoon and we got ambushed.
We took nine killed and 14 wounded in
the space of 10 minutes. My platoon
sergeant was killed. He was married and
had twin sons, just born as a matter of
fact. He was on his second tour. All of
my medical corpsmen were killed trying
to go out and drag people in. And it was
no consolation that after it was over we
walked around and picked up 56 of
them. That was about the worst moment
I ever spent in my life.”

Having completed college before the
war, Atwater “had heard all the
arguments pro and con before I went.
Why we were there was really never
much of a factor for me. I had made up
my mind that I was going to go into the
military service, and I was going to
serve, and that was just where it was
happening. As most Marines said, ‘It
wasn’t much of a war, but it was the
only-one we had.” So as far as a political
reason, I never gave it much thought. To
me it sort of represented a challenge in
leadership. I suppose back before I knew
what it looked like to see someone die, it
was sort of romantic. I got cured of that
very quickly.”

See Vietnam on page 10
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