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2 Today’s news Acolus

Nixon talks are criticized
by advisory board member

By Larry Kaplow

A member of the Nixon library advisory committee
told the ASDU legislature last night the committee
process should be overhauled and expressed doubt
concerning the advisory body’s influence on the
negotiations.

Michael Zucker, a graduate student in the history
department, told ASDU the advising process “has not
worked from the beginning and, in my opinion, will
not work in the future.”

Zucker said he was a “little more skeptical than the
other representatives” on the committee and offered
his report as a supplement to what other committee
representatives have already told ASDU.

Zucker said Eugene McDonald, the University
council in the negotiations, was witholding
information from the advisory committee and said
there has been “little openness in this whole process.”

Medonald was not available for comment.

Zucker made four proposals for improving the
advising situation. He asked that a joint briefing be
arranged where the advisory council could
communicate with the executive sub-committee of the
trustee board dealing with the negotiations.

He recommended that all written communications
between McDonald and University President Terry
Sanford be disclosed to the committee and that all
information McDonald gives to the advisory

committee be written and submitted before the
meetings in order for the committee to be prepared.

Zucker also requested there be more complete press
coverage of the meetings and said little of the
information was sensitive.

Real World

WASHINGTON — More mxhtary spendmg
than expected is ht by the ad ation
and congressional ofﬁcmls. They said that
Defense Secretary Caspar W. Weinberger
informed Congress that the administration
planned to ask for 1983 military
appropriations totaling nearly $260 billion,
about $10 billion more than anticipated.

WASHINGTON — Federal aid for the arts
and humamtles wou!d be sharply cut for the

Zucker said he and Meredith Holch, a ber of
ASDU and the advisory committee, were “berated” for
an hour at the last meeting, about a letter they
submitted to the Chronicle in December in which they
explained their views on the committee’s actions.

In addition to Zucker’s report, ASDU President Shep
Moyle delivered his executive report which focused on
the recent report of the task force on black/white
relations. Moyle said the summary of the report by the
Chronicle did not give a totally correct impression of
the task force’s findings and he urged students to read
the report themselves.

ASDU also approved bills to look into plans to place
stone grills on campus, to request that the “blind
admissions” policy be the “highest priority”” of the
admissions office and two resolutions dealing with
traffic safety matters on campus.

The appointments to six committees, including the
Buildings and Grounds and Academic Affairs trustee
committees were confirmed.

In non-Duke related matters, ASDU passed a
resolution protesting the treatment of the “Siberian
Seven” dissidents in the Soviet Union. (m}

J-Frosh are adjusting to Duke life

By Ted Newton

January signals not only the start of another
semester for most Duke students, but marks also the
beginning of a novel experience for more than 200 new
students — the 1982 January freshmen.

The January freshmen interviewed said they are
beginning to fit into the mainstream of campus life
after nearly a month at Duke.

The fact that being a “J-Frosh” is a group experience
is a major comfort to most of them.

“I was pretty secure knowing that there were so
many others,” said Jane Gerb, one of the few new
freshman engineers enrolled. She said she would
institution must be formally approved before credit is
awarded.

While there are inconveniences to being a January
freshman, there are advantages also. “At first I
thought a lot about the disadvantages,” said Anna
Jenefsky, a Trinity freshman, “but my fall semester
experience of traveling and working made coming in
January worthwhile.”

In past years, about half of the incoming January
freshmen studied elsewhere during the fall semester,
and were able to enter Duke “on schedule” with other
freshmen. Credit for courses taken at another
institution must be formally approved before credit is
awarded.

Those January freshmen who are academically
behind the rest of the freshman class make up courses
by overloading a few semesters, or, more often, by
going to summer school.
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Some January freshmen said it is too early to judge
the degree of academic difficulty at Duke. “It’s even
tougher for me because I'm an engineer, and I don’t
even know what kind [of engineer] I want to be,” said
one, pointing a finger-gun at her head. “We know zero
about Duke and the courses and we have to make
many decisions quickly.”

In addition to other beginning-of-school pressures,
female January freshmen who want to join greek life
have to make quick decisions, since sorority rush
begins 10 days after they arrive.

“You meet all these people and right away forget
them,” said one who dropped out of rush. She said she
“wanted first to find out more about Duke.”

“I'm glad to rush — it’s a way to meet people,” said
another January freshman. “People understand the J-
frosh situation and go out of their way to make us feel
comfortable.”

For January freshman males, entering into greek
life is even more difficult because the annual formal
rushing process ends as they arrive.

“The Greek life isn’t easy to assess in such a short
time. My first impression is that the social life revolves
around the fraternities,” said Richard Weil, a January
freshman living on East Campus. “They offer better
locations to live.”

Almost two-thirds of this year’s January freshmen
were placed on East, while 20 percent live in Trent or
Hanes, seven percent in the new dorms and nine
percent on West. Only two January freshmen women
live on West.

“Best Picture”!
EBERT, Chicago Sun-Times
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‘his wife heard for the first time the two

ive year under proposals
expected to be made by President Reagan
next week, according to knowledgeable
congressional aides. They predicted that
strong congressional opposition would
probably block many of the proposed
reductions.

WASHINGTON — Details of the “new
federalism’” program being weighed by
Reagan administration officials include a
possible proposal that would require the
states to continue total spending on welfare
and food stamps at current levels for several
years. Such a requirement, if approved by
Congress, would probably prevent states
from making deep cuts in the programs, but
the administration does not plan to propose’
minimum benefits or eligibility standards.

WASHINGTON — Secret Service agents
were anxious when an unidentified object
struck the roof of a limousine carrying Vice
President George Bush to his Washington
office. No one was injured, and FBI experts
later said there was no evidence of a bullet. A
Secret Service spokesman said the object was
most likely a brick or small piece of dried
mortar from a construction project on the
route of the motorcade.

WASHINGTON — The standardized ability
tests widely used to screen applicants for
schools and jobs are generally valid and not in
themselves unfair to blacks and other
minority group members, according to a
special panel established by the National
Academy of Sciences. But, after four years of
study, the panel warned that the tests had
“inherent limitations” and should not be
relied upon too heavily.

NEW BERN — Long sentences for
convicted slavers were handed down by a
federal district judge in North Carolina. The
defendants, three migrant chiefs, had been
found guilty of kidnapping, slavery and
holding farm workers in involuntary
servitude.

NEWPORT, R.I. —The jury in Claus von
Bulow’s trial on charges of trying to murder

versions of how Martha von Bulow sank into
the irreversible coma in which she has lain
for 13 hs. After i tat ts at
the Newport, R.L, trail, Alexander von
Auersperg, Mrs. von Bulow’s son by her first
marriage, testified for the prosecution.
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Fancy Town:

Aeolus

there’s nothing fancy about it

ut here it‘s just me and the wind and all I

create,” reflected Ernest Olephant, the news

est resident of Fancy Town, a small com-
munity of people who enjoy living close to the land.
They find comfort in cutting their own wood,
growing their own vegetables, and distilling their
own wine. But, said Larry Sarling who has lived in
Fancy Town for almost four years, “I‘m really not
trying to make a point. This is just the way I like to
live. And it‘s cheap.”

Fancy Town grew from what was once a group of
rundown abandoned tenant tobacco farmer houses on
the 140 acre Blalock farm between Durham and
Chapel Hill. Although natural beauty and a down to
earth life style have always prevailed, in its earlier
days Fancy Town was inhabited by “a pretty wild
bunch” according to Jo Marie Sarling who lives with
her husband Larry and eight month old son Stephen
in the house that used to be called “Heartbrake.”

As Ernest carried his bicycle up the muddy dirt road
to his home and art studio, serenity and silence
reigned over the fields producing a soul striking calm.
It is not difficult to understand why three married
couples, two babies, and a young artist have decided to
give up running water and oil furnaces to experience
peaceful country living in Fancy Town.

In the early seventies, the last tenants gave up
farming and moved away, leaving their houses to
deteriorate. Scott Rickets, a former Duke student,
heard about the uninhabited cluster of three and four
room houses in the summer of 1973. He decided to fix
up the place and later arranged to pay a small rent to
Harry Blalock, owner of the land. “I just ask enough
rent to cover costs and let them live the way they want
to” said Blalock.

Scott smiled as he looked back on Fancy Town’s
beginning. “It took me and my friends from the Duke
grounds crew two weekends and seven truckloads to
the dump to clean up our house,” he said. Scott
convinced his friends to move out to the farm.
Together they made the dilapidated houses liveable
again. They grew vegetables, raised chickens, and
fished in the nearby pond together. A community was
born. “But I guess the most communal activity was
kind of a constant party. The yearbook was

By Meredith Holch

Several members of the 1975 Duke yearbook staff
lived in Fancy Town that summer. They would party
all night while working on stories for the yearbook.
One night an editor; Bill ‘Mo’ Morrison wrote a story
about their life on Blalock Farm. He named the
community Fancy Town and created characters for
each of the people living there. For example, Watson
who still lives in Fancy Town and is now married to
Rose D’Azzo, was the mayor. “And then it pretty much
turned into that community. I began to think of myself
as the preacher” Scott said, amusedly.

By 1975 18 people lived in Fancy Town, about a third
of them Duke students. “There were easily twenty
dogs,” according to Scott. The population dwindled as
people moved away. Scott married and moved to
Chicago. Mo and a few others moved to San Francisco.
But Watson, Rose, Karl and Elaine Hammond stayed.

“Its a family place now,” said Jo Marie. Everyoneis
married except Ernest. Ernest, who rides his bicycle
about 300 miles a week during the summer, movedin a
few months ago to seek solitude and tranquility. “It’s
peaceful out here. Yeah, that’s the word, peaceful,” he
said.

Everyone works in town except for Jo Marie who
used to work in the Duke Parapsychology Lab and
now takes care of Stephen. Watson and Karl are
carpenters, Rose sculpts and takes classes at UNC,
Elaine is a nursing student at Durham County
General, and Larry keeps the books for the Truck’n
Movers Company. “The worst thing about working
full time,” he said, “is that there isn’t enough time to
cut firewood.”

Woodstoves are the sole source of heat in Fancy
Town. The houses are comfortably warm. “We have a
rule out here that we don’t cut down any live trees. We
only use fallen trees and deadwood,” Larry said.
Sometimes Fancy Town folks use their woodstoves for
cooking as well as for heating.

Aside from gathering wood, coping without running
water is the other major burden of life in Fancy Town,
though Jo Marie claims that “it’sreally not too big of a
deal.” The four households usually fill water jugs at
Sophie Braswell Suit’s trailer home a few hundred
yards down the dirt road. Sophie lived in Fancy Town
proper when tenant farming still thrived. Tobacco

ts obtained water from a spring at the bottom of

probably the best time out there,” Scott recalled.

One of Fancy Town's renovated Tenant shacks: running water and oil fumaces are exciuded.
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a hill behind the houses. Sophie used to wash her

PHOTO BY MEREDITH HOLCH
Rose D'zzo reclines in her Fancy Town home: simplicity is
the source of enj

family’s clothes in the spring and boil the water for her
babies to drink.

“Carrying your own jugs gives you a real
appreciation for water,” said Jo Marie. They have
learned to do dishes, bathe, and keep house with a
minimal amount of water. Karl and Elaine have the
water problem licked. A rain collector gathers rain
water from the roof and transfersitto a barrel which is
connected directly to the faucet. If they want hot
water, they boil it. “The outhouseisn’t really much of a
problem,” said Larry, “Besides, you'vealways got this
great view of the hills to look at.”

One side of Jo Marie and Larry‘s kitchen is lined
with jars of canned tomatoes and beans. Another side
is lined with an assortment of homemade wines. In the
summer they work in their garden. “We’re not totally
self-sufficient yet, but we do pretty well” Larry said.

But self-sufficient does not mean independent. The
neighbors babysit for each other and share rides to
town. Larry and Jo Marie don’t own a car. When the
days are longer, they depend on bicycles for
transportation. They look out for each others houses
and combine errand trips to the store.

In light of the location’s beauty and the rampant ~
goodwill, it is hardly surprising that Scott Ricketts
returned to Fancy Town when he decided to set up a
carpentry business. The house where Ernest now
paints and escapes the downtown noise was the site of
the furniture shop. Unfortunately, Scott had to close
down after two years. The company derived its name,
Fancy Town Parade, from the community’s claim to
fame.

The Fancy Town parade has become an annual
summer’s end event. All the Fancy Town residents
and their friends dress up in zany costumes and march
around the pond. They return to a tree lined clearing
and a marvelous pot luck feast of Brunswick stew,
watermelon, roasted marshmallows and other mouth
watering delights. Live music and dancing continue
into the night long after darkness has brought an end
to volleyball games and frisbee throwing. Friends
from far and near, students, and even a Duke professor
or two gather at this huge celebration

SEE FANCY TOWN on page 8
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NEW LISTINGS

304 MONMOUTH AVENUE — A very lovely traditional
home. LR w/FP, DR”kllchen with built-ins, den with

bookshelves.
area w/FP, workahop New utters, néwly painted out-
side, hardwood rch. 7% loan as-

LAKE MICHIE ROAD ~— 2 Bedroom rancher has great

room with fireplace, covered deck — in like new condi-

ﬁon Two years old, located on a large lot vmh ox-
llent garden space. Call for more details! $42,500.

Look for the Pink Sign!
286-5611 or 688-2304
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wo Weeks In London
7 British Theatre Performance
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Convent Gardens Theatre Area
Stratford-On-Avon

INCLUDES ROOM AND
MEALS DAILY AT THE

s 660 UNIVERSITY OF LONDO!

Does not include Trans-Atlantic Transportation

'or more information contact Charles Marti
hompson Theatre, Box 5746, NCSU,
aleigh, NC Zip 27650 Phone (919) 737-240!
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Reflecting on the

A month of awareness

By Jenny Labalme

lthough Black History Month began this

week for the 56th year, its name may still be

deceiving. Black History Month is not re-
stricted to blacks, the past or one month out of the year.
It is an opportunity for the nation as a whole to
increase its awareness of Afro-American history and
to integrate that awareness throughout the year.

“There are many contributing factors to this
month,” explained nationally acclaimed historian
John Hope Franklin who will be joining the Duke
history department next fall. “Through emphasis on
€ivil Rights and other events the Negro is able to see
his place in history; self-esteem demands self-respect.”

This sense of dignity is the effect that founder Carter
Woodson wanted to foster. Black History Week was
started in 1926 to combat the prevailing attitude of
white superiority and to correct the lack of attention to
black history in liberal arts education. Freeing
people’s thought was Woodson’s purpose.

This month at Duke the Black Student Alliance and
other student organizations have planned a series of
films, workshops and lectures. This year the film
series is a joint collaboration. on the part of the
Political Science Department, the A.B. Duke program,
the BSA, and the African Studies Committee.

Mark Jones, the president of BSA, said their
organization ‘““‘is sponsoring a cultural arts
presentation on Feb. 4 as well as informal awareness
workshops.” The workshops are designed to make
“black and white students more aware of issues” said
Jones. Peter Wood and Raymond Gavins, associate
history professors, will mediate these workshops. On
Feb. 8, the discussion will center on Haitian refugees,
and. on Feb. 15, the focus will be black economics.

Wood, who will be giving several lectures for Black
History Month in Washington and at state
universities, believes there are some negative
perspectives of this month. “Black History Month
tends to make people think they can ignore the topic
the other eleven months of the year. [And] a lot of non-
blacks view Black History Month as ethnic studies for
black Americans and don’t relateit to their own lives,”
Wood said. He added that recently “more people are
integrating these views into their lives and asking
themselves where they re coming from and where
they’re headed.”

Originally for Woodson “what was important was
teaching children about their ancestors,” said
Franklin. It is for this reason that Woodson focused
ion on the el tary schools, added

As Woodson wrote: “When you control a man’s
thinking, you do not have to worry about his actions.
You do not have to tell him not to stand here or go
yonder. He will find his ‘proper place’ and will stay in
it. You do not need to send him to the back door he will
cut one for his special benefit. His education makes it
necessary.”

Each year the theme of Black History Month
changes. This year the themé announced by the
Association for the Study of Negro Life and History in
Washington, is “Blueprint for Survival.” Lectures,
symposiums, and films at Duke, other universities,
and on Public Television all focus their attention on
the topic.

While the thrust of Woodson’s efforts was towards
students, he also wanted to call “attention tothe public
at large about the place of the Negro in the United
States so the public would have a better understanding
of the general history of this country,” Franklin said.

Black History Month is a time for people torecharge
their memories with Afro-American History. As
Milan Kundera said, in his book The Bookof Laughter
And Forgetting, “the struggle of man agamst power is
the struggle of memory against forgetting.” m]

Black experience

ds, a in

The women of Ci
South Africa stand strong in the third film of the Black
Heritage Month series.

‘South African film series

By Mary Rayner

his past fall South Africars met throughout

their country to protest the white-minority

government’s continued monopoly of all
political institutions. Dominating these multi-racial
meetings, which were reminiscent of the mass
gatherings of the 1950s, was Albertina Sisulu. Her life
symbolically underscored a linkage between the two
generations of South Africans.

Speaking from her experi of past
she urged all South Africans to throw “in their lot with
those 20,000 women who marched to Pretoria 25 years
ago on Aug. 9 to tell this very government that we shall
not rest until we have won for our children their basic
right to freedom, justice and security.”

The spirit of her message and the formative
struggles of these women and their families are
brought to life in the “Black History Month” film
series currently showing at Duke, the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill and North Carolina
Central University.

Using documentary footage and interviews,
Generations of Resistance (Feb. 11) traces the rise of
black nationalism in South Africa from the founding
of the African National Congress (ANC) in 1912 to the
student uprisings of 1976. The film details the early
decades of peaceful protest by both black and white
South Africans against the laws legalizing, for
instance, the appropriation of 87 percent of the
country’s land for exclusive white use, the denial of
voting rights to non-white citizens and the
introduction of segregated facilities.

Wednesday, F February 3, 1982




The culmination of these protests in the mass civil
disobedience campaigns of the 1950s are vividly
depicted. Their failure to effect any real change is
poignantly expressed by one of the campaigners and
Nobel Peace Prize recipient, Albert Luthuli: “What
have been the fruits of moderation? The past thirty
years have seen the greatest number of laws
restricting our rights and progress, until today we
have reached a stage where we have no rights at all.”

From this overview of political struggles in South
Africa, the remaining three films focus on the response
of women to laws which threatened the fabric of black
family life. You Have Struck a Rock! (Feb. 24)
documents the formation of the multi-racial
Federation of South African Women and the ANC
Women’s League, which were at the forefront of the
movement against the government plan to extend the
“pass system” to African women. At the time African
men were already required to carry an identity
document known as a pass which limited their rightto
live and work to specific areas.

Through the eyes of Helen Joseph, one of the leaders
of the Aug. 9, 1956 anti-pass march, the events of that
day unfold. In the protest, 20,000 women thwart all
official effort to prevent them from converging on the

‘If we are criminals . . . our only
crime is that of wanting to live together
as families.’

capital, Pretoria. They march young and old, white
and black, some with children on their backs to
present a petition to the government against the pass
system. At the head of the march, stands Lilian Ngoyi,
vmcmg the determmahun of the women to the prime

i with the tr hant words, “Now you have
touched the women. You have struck a rock, you have
dislodged a boulder. You will be crushed.”

Despite their valiant efforts the pass system was
extended to African women. The destructive
consequences for family life become the focus for the
remaining two South African films. In South Africa
‘Belongs to Us (Feb 17) Carol Mokoena describes how
sheis forced to livein one of the huge “single” women’s
barracks outside of Johannesburg with 4,000 other
women as a condition for her job as a hospital worker
in the city. In the interview, she sadly details the
restrictions upon her family’s right to visit her there —
restrictions which add to the already oppressive and
overcrowded conditions of the barracks.

As bad as the city may seem, for women confined to
the rural areas, life is even harsher. Martha Zwane
sees her husband only three weeks out of each year.
Although he has permission to work on a annually

ble contract in Joh burg for $57 a month
as a janitor, she and their children could be arrested,
fined or jailed if found living with him in the city. She
has resigned herself to raising her children alone in
the impoverished countryside.

Not all of South Africa’s black women feel as
overwhelmed by the difficulties of their
circumstances. In Crossroads/South Africa (Feb.10) a
defiant community of approximately 24,000 Africans
have created in a shantytown on the outskirts of Cape
Town, the semblance of family and community life.

Although the women and children did not have~

permits to live there with their husbands, who wereon
contract as “migrant” workers in Cape Town, they
adamantly refused to be moved. Standing firm even in
the face of police raids, the women declared, “If we are
criminals, let it be known that our only erime is that of
wanting to live together as families.”

Whatever the nature and duration of the setbacks,
the courage and determination of these women shines
through in each film. They seem to be silently or
openly asserting with Albertina Sisulu, whose 17 year
banning order was recently lifted, that, “my limited
freedom is not complete . . . until all South Africans
are really and truly free.” O
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DUKE CRAFT CENTER
SPRING CLASSES

Register Now at the Craft Center on East
Campus. Classes in pottery, photography,
Jjewelry, quilting, batik and weaving are

Our 18

MCAT

course

21. MCAT home study

Call now!
800-243-4767

 is taken ol

hour seminar for the
Feb. 20 LSAT meets Feb.
12, 13 & 14. Eight week

will be from

classes begin Feb.

also available.

684-6213

>N

being offered this semester.

.. Registration for classes

JANUARY 11 to FEBRUARY 5

Monday through Friday from 3 to 6 PM
For more information call

n a first come,

/

__ TOPLAY THE GAME:

- each riddle. The letters with numbers below them corres-

THE QUGST OF THe
” SWEECDSTAK;

here’ a city in Europe-

So unravel these riddl

SECRET
Kes

You could travel there free-
€S, and yncover its

sayit witha gift from
Balloon BoKays §

Answer each of the riddles that will | appear here each
week in February. Write your answer in the blanks below

pond to the numbered spaces in the master key. As you
fill in the letters of the master key, you will be spelling the
name and location of a secret city in Europe. Send us

the solution, and you and a friend could win atrip there, free.

TO ENTER SWEEPSTAKES:

1 NO PURCHASE NECESSARY.

m the secret city, 30-day Eurail American Youth kostei

passes, two backpacks and 31%5es

3. Cut out master key for use as official sntry blank or use 3" x 5"

card. Print your answer alongpwlm me and address. Mail
«to Secret City Sweepstakes, anSOIB Norwalk, CT 06852,

4.The ﬂrs( 1,000 correct respondents will receive a poster as an

ent
H I entries must be received byanstsz Enter as often as you
each entry must be mailed

wnsn
6. A random drawir ofallcorrectenmsswnllbehelda/zzlazby

"t Highian Gironp. an indepencent urlging oroanization whoos

dwsmn is final.
Sweepstakes void where prohibited, taxed or otherwise restricted.
l All potential winners may be required to sign an affidavit of efi-
gibility to verify compliance with the rules within 30 days of receipt
enlone o Satse v, recpoaiosc e
/o Highland Group, 16
Knight St., Norwalk, (’% ¢ i

So small and et so strong

Life is never helter skelter,

valentine,
Thinking of
you gives me‘
a lift!

544-7298

CITY

When I travel, the pace seems long

Yet I never lack a shelter.

Intew

(© General Foods Corporation 1982,

General Foo
NATIONAL Cehm ¢

GGNGRAL {-'OODS® lNTGRNATlONZ‘(L COFFGGS
MAKE GOOD COMPANY.

Genenal Food:

Inreanational Coffées InteRnATIONL C

Csmual Fuudr’ .
e

Geneanl Foods
International Coffees

| TrisbMochaMint | | ‘Gafe Vienna

Genenal Foods .
Inrcanational Coffées

SRENCH STYLE ST COFFEE BEVERISE,




Cover story

The visual language of Alex Harris

By Chris Nichols

ords. Thousands of scratching
pens, rows of books, piles of
notes and horrifying phone
bills attest to language’s dominance
at Duke. but Alex Harris, 32-year-old
director of Duke’s unique Center of
Documentary Photography thinks many
students would benefit from the
addition of a different language -
a visual one.
“Duke is a verbal place; the visual
orientation is slight,” he said. Teachi

“A lot of students will be going on to
make decisions about various kinds of
people and issues, and so many people
in policy don’t seem to know the human
constituency for whom they’re making
policy. A camera gives the student an
excuse to get into a community and
learn about it, to really say something
about a particular issue.”

Photographic expertise isn’t
necessary for Harris’ courses;

students to look seriously at their world
through the eyes of a camera enhances
an education which might otherwise
overlook the human aspect of learning,
he believes. The Center’s position as a
1980 offshoot of Duke’s Institute of
Policy Sciences and Public Affairs
places documentary photography in an
appropriate perspective.

e itment is. Stud spend a
minimum of a semester, longer if
necessary, getting to know the members
of a single local community. This
“participant observation” may involve
attending church, helping to care for
hild itching in with h k or
chores, and a lot of porch-sitting.

The experience yields two-fold

returns. All projects from Harris’ classes
at Duke and UNC-CH are housed in
Perkins Library Archives. “Over the
years, these students will build an
invaluable visual history of this region,”
said Harris.

More importantly, potential policy
makers are encouraged to see past
statistics and theory, sensitizing
themselves to the needs of other people.
“For these students, working with people
for a whole semester whom they might
not ever meet otherwise has a
humanizing effect.”

Human frailties sometimes cause
students anxiety. Fear of rejection or of
“gverdoing” a frequently photographed
community often stymies new
photographers. Harris is reassuring
though. Because a community can be

‘Photographers are me
processes, not quick rea

studied from many different perspectives
the potential projects within the
Triangle area can’t be exhausted.
Student fears about seeming an
incongruous or condescending element
in a community are rarely justified.

“The community may think you're a
bit crazy to want to photograph them
that much — people don’t think they’re
that important — but over time they
forget about the camera. And feelings of
condescension can build a kind of
inertia which isn’t right. I went through
that at the beginning. Photographers
are certainly going to experience
difficulties or embarrassment at times.
But by maintaining a feeling of
dedication, knowing that the work is
important, photographers can overcome
personal fears.”

Supported by a three-year grant
from the Lyndhurst Foundation, the
Center premises its existence on the
importance of documentary study. “It’s
remarkable. There’s nothing like this
anywhere else in the country,” said
Harris. Though most University
photography programs dwell on the
aesthetic, Duke’s Center combines visual
and written documentary traditions,
offering undergraduate courses,
sponsoring exhibitions, and providing
grants for student field work.

Field work support makes Duke’s
Center particularly valuable. With
sources of funding disappearing,
talented but unknown young
photographers may lose the opportunity
to develop their craft. The Center’s
Fellows program acts as a fund-raising
vehicle, assisting students in
independent projects. The Center

‘currently supports one full-time

documentary photographer, and last
summer distributed six grants of $200-
1000 each for internships. Harris expects
the number of grants awarded to
increase this summer.

In addition to field support the
Center plans to publish several books of
documentary photography. Harris
describes Understandings, by Paul
Kwilecki, as “a perfect initial work for
the Center. Kwilecki takes a deep look at
society and man’s relationship to man,
rather than a quick sensationalist view
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 made by slow intemnal
reactions to the world.’

of the human world.” Kwilecki will be at
Duke to open an exhibition based on his
book on Feb. 27 in the Bryan Center.
“He’s very artistic. The pictures are
beautiful,” said Harris. “We were lucky
to find a quiet genius in this man °
Kwilecki.”
any people describe Harris in
the same way. The soft-spoken
director for the Center began
his photographic career 12 years ago. Its
a career that includes numerous
exhibitions, two books of photo-
graphy, travels throughout the United
States and most recently a position at
Duke as instructor and director for its
Center of Documentary Photography.

“My background’s kind of unusual,”
he admits. “After getting a B.A. in
psychology from Yale, I stepped out the
door and started photographing. I
haven’t stopped since.”

At Yale, the work in ethnology of
instructors like Walker Evans influenced
Harris to pursue documentary
photography. Joel Fleishman
admired Harris’ work. When Fleishman
traveled to Durham to establish the PPS
Institute, he invited the newly graduated
Harris to venture here also and conduct
a year-long study of substandard
housing. This work was later exhibited
at UNC-CH.

By coincidence, Robert Coles,
physician, author and ed was
visiting UNC at the time and saw
Harris’ show.

«It was startling. The kinds of
Deople I photographed that year were
the kinds of people he’d been writing
about for 10 years,.” Harris said. Coles
needed illustrations for a book he was
planning, and invited Harris to
accompany him to New Mexico and

" Alaska and capture on film the children

of native Americans. Harris accepted.

Over the next five years, Harris took
thousands of pictures. His photography
filled two additional books, The Last
and First Eskimos and The Old Ones of
New Mexico, for which Coles provided
the text.

“Working with Robert Coles was a
very fateful happening for me,” said
Harris. His early publishing efforts with
Coles garnered well-deserved recognition
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— recognition that drew grants for
independent projects from the National
Endowment for the Arts and the
Guggenheim Foundation.

Harris is looking forward to two
such projects this year. Four years of
printing, grant-seeking and
corresp have bl d into
Harris’ first New York exhibition,
opening March 26 at the International
Center of Photography. Titled “The Last
and First Eskimos,” the exhibition will
run for six weeks, then travel to the
Field Museum in Chicago, the
Smithsonian in Washington D.C. and on
around the United States.

Harris made no special trips to
Alaska for the show. “I went back in a
different sense. Going over thousands of
negatives from the earlier book revealed
a lot of important material that I hadn’t
printed before. It was like mining the
same mine over again.”

His second project is scheduled for
this summer, when he and a dozen other
hand-picked photographers will explore
New Mexico, supported by the last
National Foundation of the Arts survey
grant. “We’ll cover all aspects of the
state. The survey will be exhibited
across the country, then become part of
the Museum of NM at Santa Fe. People
can return and see a permanent record
of this state.”

Harris plans to ph h the

talk about cows and the weather and
trucks. That's the extent of my
n 1 sti

villages of northern New Mexico, a place
of special affection for him. “I went out
there to do this book with Coles and fell
in love with the place.

“In the little villages of northern
New Mexico you have the feeling of
being an expatriate. There's a different
language, architecture, light. . .yet
you're still in America and have all the
wonderful things this country has to
offer.”

Harris considers New Mexico as
much a home as North Carolina. He
spends every summer in a little village
where he owns some land, and blends
into the village lifestyle. “It’s a place
where you still coordinate your life with
your neighbor’s — you have to.” Harris
raises hay and some animals, and
serves on one of the village’s three Ditch
Committees (one for each ditch). “We

lation for the
and that’s fine.”

Durham too is part of his world, and
a fertile ground for photographic study.
“A theme that runs through all my work
is ‘Culture in Transition.” Durham is a
place of hidden change. It's got the
quality of a sleepy southern town on the
verge of blogssoming.”

Drawing out the “distinctive nature”
of the area, Harris hopes to capture on
film the quality of transition occuring in
the South. “The camera is an amazing
tool — things that are vanishing can
live and live through it.”” He teaches
students to search for a point of
identification with this region, as well as
a truth within themselves, but refuses to
shape the process of photography for

them. “They’ve got to suffer through the
decision of ‘how to photograph’ and
‘what kinds of pictures to take’ on their
own. Photographers are made by slow
internal processes, not quick reactions to
the world.”

Perhaps exposure to the slow ways
of New Mexico’s old ones has produced
in Harris a professional of sensitive and
intense devotion to his work. Reflecting
on his years of photography, Harris
mused, “I read something once by Paul
Strand, one of the great American
expatriate photographers. He felt it took
him the same amount of time it might
take a surgeon to begin to have his own
sense of vision — eight or nine years.
That may be where I am now. After all
these years I'm beginning to see things
in my own particular way, to have my
own point of view with a camera.” [J

[Ee photographs on these pages will appear in the exhibit, “The Last and First Eskimos”™
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. . . Fancy Town

FANCY TOWN from page 3

Sophie Braswell Suit remembered,
“one time I had my mule Myrtle out
there and the parade scared her so bad
the mule broke loose.” Sophie does not
participate in the parades but she likes
the idea. “They talked like they had the
biggest time that day. And they
certainly cleaned up thoroughly” she
said.

Sophie continues to live on the farm
with her grandchildren for the same
reasons that attracted her young
neighbors to Fancy Town; an
appreciation for living in harmony with
nature, and the economic sense of a
simple lifestyle. Until a couple of years
ago she even had a milk cow and
churned her own butter.

“In a small way I'm trying to teach
these children and have them remember
what it's like to live off the land,” she
said. “It seems like man has made so
much progress he can’t hardly see the
God given things anymore. People call

me crazy for living out here, but I'm
having a ball!” Sophie exclaimed.

In Fancy Town’s earlier days, Sophie
kept apart from the Fancy Town folks.

‘She assumed that anyone who would

move into such a rundown place must be
“nasty, slouchy, and dirty,” she said.
Now she admits that she simply hadn’t
gotten to know them. “I've been told so
much I was crazy, I didn’t think anyone
else would want to live out here.” But
Sophie began to think differently. “They
kept their places clean and never got in
my hair. Then we got a little friendlier
and we’d pass the time of day. Now I ask
favors of them and they ask favors of
me.” She grinned as if laughing at her
former narrow mindedness and added,
“I call them my neighbors now, not just
‘those hippies up there.”

Editor’s Note: Fancy Town is the
subject of a project Meredith Holch is
doing for her documentary photography
class.
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Blue Devils host surprising Georgla Tech

By Marc Rubinstein

Wait till next year. That’s been the battle cry of Duke
supporters who look at the 1981-82 basketball season
as a lost year. With a 7-10 record and at least three top
recruits on the way, it's almost a reasonable
perspective for the Blue Devils and their fans to have.

But nine games remain on the schedule — including
tonight’s 7:30 p.m. matchup with Georgia Tech in
Cameron Indoor Stadium (WDUK 1600-AM, WDBS
107-FM) — and Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski would
much rather discuss the present.

“People have a tendency of saying ‘wait till next
year,” but I think that this group of young men have
done a great job in the face of adversity,” Krzyzewski
said. The Blue Devils have overcome a slow start and
won three of four while playing a patient, disciplined
brand of basketball.

“If you throw out the Louisville game [a 99-61 loss

Taylor honored

Duke senior guard Vince Taylor was named
Atlantic Coast Conference player of the week
Monday.

Taylor scored 20 points in the Blue Devils’ 66-60
win over Holy Cross last Wednesday, and 17 in
Duke’s 77-65 loss to Virginia Saturday.-The 6-5
native of Lexington, Ky., was voted the honor for
the first time this season by the Atlantic Coast
Sports Writers’ Association.

Taylor leads the Atlantic Coast Conference in
scoring, with an average of 18.9 points per game. He
also has found time to lead the Blue Dewls with4.9
rebounds per game.

— Dick York

Sign-ups for
Men’s, Women'’s,

Play begins

Required

and staff
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Co-Rec Volleyball

Entries open Monday, February 1st
Entries close Friday, February 5th (5:00 PM)

Tuesday, February 9th

Sign up in 104 Card Gym
$20 Team Forfeiture Fee

Leagues open to undergrads, grads, faculty,

Note: All persons interested in officiating for IM
Volleyball should sign up in 104 Card Gym. A clinic will be

Jan. 2] they’ve played good basketball the month of
January. For a team as inexperienced and short,
they’'ve done a good job, they’ve come around. We still
have a month left and ‘I hope that we could do
something even a little bit more.”

Entering February, the Blue Devils will be tested
first by the Yellow Jackets, who have turned their
program around under the leadership of first-year
coach Bobby Cremins. Led by star forward Brooke
Steppe, the Ramblin’ Wreck has shifted out of low gear
with two Atlantic Coast Conference wins against
seven losses and an overall mark of 6-11. Last year
Tech was 0-14 in the ACC, 4-23 overall.

The Jackets’ most recent effort was a 64-63 win over
Maryland Saturday in Atlanta. That's the same
Maryland team that beat the Devils 40-36 nearly three
weeks ago.

“They’ve played good basketball the entire season,”
said Krzyzewski of the Yellow Jackets. “They’reshort,
like us, they have good athletes and a bit better
quickness. If they get in foul trouble like we do, or if
they start forcing things up, they’re weakened.”

Depth is certainly a problem for Cremins. The Wreck
has relied primarily on six players — Steppe, center
Lee Goza, and guards Maurice Bradford, Brian

Howard, George Thomas and Anthony Byrd — forthe #

bulk of its offense. Howard, a 5-10 waterbug, and Byrd,
the sixth man and the team’s second leading scorer,
are newcomers to Tech’s rebuilding program.

Somehow, Cremins has managed to glean some
success after last season’s disaster. Once the perennial
doormats of the ACC, the Ramblin’ Wreck has lost just
twice all year by more than 12 points. With the
dangerous Steppe on the court the Jackets are aindeed
a bonafide threat for the Blue Devils.

In addition to worrying about'Steppe, the Devils will
have to put Saturday’s 77-65 setback at the hands of

PHOTO BY JERRY CHEN
Mike Tissaw and the Duke Blue Devils will not have to contend
with hi Ralph when they host
Georgia Tech tonlgh(

Ralph Sampson and Virginia well behind them.

“We're gonna have to be ready to play,” said Duke’s
Vince Taylor, who, according to Krzyzewski, is not
quite 100 percent following a fall in Saturday’s game.
“They're a small and quick team so it should be a
classic matchup.” O
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Scignce Technology Ethics Policy

and
Baldwin Federation
present
a pre-symposium event

82

Dr. Devandra Garg

Professor of Mechanical Engineering

discussing

“Appropriate Technology:
Who Needs I1?”

Thursday,

February 4 4 p.m.
Pegram House

Commons Room







