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Durham, North Carolina, Saturday, May 25, 1968

Faculty approves changes in curriculum

The following is the report on the
faculty advisory program as presented
to the Undergraduate Faculty Council
by the subcommiitee on curiculium.
It will probably be approved if it
can be funded,

Since the report of the Faculty
Advisory Cofmittee was distributed

menmf of the Undergaduate
Faculty Council on Fiday, May 3,
the Subcommittee on Curriculum has
engaged in additional research on the
proposed program and offers this sup-
plementary report, In this sup-
plementray report the term “ad-
vising’* refers to academic advising
of students wxlh respect to their
course programs

The proposal or the two committees
starts  with several existing in-
stitutions and practices. On West
Cﬂmpus there are now_twenty - five
Trinity College Faculty Fellows, who
engage in advising in the November
and April registrations and whose
renumeration as Fellows has aleady
been funded. In the Woman’s College
it is customary for the residential
units to have faculty associates.
Although their duties differ from those
of the Trinity College Fellows, they
form a tradition of faculty association
with the houses. There are also up-
perclass students, FAC’s and Y men,
who duwring orientation week in-
formally advise freshmen about
ocouses, Departmental Directors of
Undergraduate Studies and
about departmental programs. In
addition freshmen are encouraged to
prepare in advance a tentative course

first year,
materials suppned by the
dergraduate colleges.

The two committees propose that
these elements be argamzcd into an
advisory program en and
sophomore non-my wrsv Under H'le pro-
gram the Trinit

un-

y College Faculty

Faculty advisory prbgfam “

Fellows would be increased in number
from twentyfive to twenty-cight,
yielding a proportion of approximately
one Fellow to every twenty-four
freshmen. The institution of Faculty
Fellows would be extended to the
Woman's College, where seventeen
would be appointed for a ratio of
one Fellow for twenty-one freshmen.
The Fellows and associated Y men
or FAC’s of a given residntial area
would be organized into an Advisory
Council for the freshmen and
sophomores of that . For ex-
ample, the four Faculty Fellows of
Smith, York, Lancaster, Taylor, and
Mirec’mm houses plu< a few Y men
and ot

arrive with a (entative arrangement
of courses already prepared. He would
be referred to the Faculty Fellow
in his residential area who represents
the division of knowledge in which
the freshman is interested. After an
advising conference, the Facully
Fellow would refer him to the ap-
propriate student member of the
Advisory Council and if necessary
to a departmental faculty represen-
tative. The first November, as we
said, would be a period of read-
justment, but April would again be
a serious advising session for the

ensuing sophomore year.
It is necessary fo make provision
st,

m.gm e Advisory Council for
the 82 freshmen of that area. The
four iacu]ty members would be so

selected that the three divisions of
Humanities, Sacxal Sciences and
Natural Sciences would be reprsented
on the Council. Or in the Woman's
College the five Faculty Fellows of
Southgate and Gilbert-Addoms plus
a few FAC's and other responsible
upperclassmen  might m  an
Advisory Council for the 107 freshmen
of that area.

At present, every student declares
his major before the April registration
in his sophomore year. For non-ma-
jors there can be four

for the sop} i

how many are there? Of 670 Trinity
College freshmen, approximately 140,
choose a major
registration
By the second November, approxi-
mately 270, or 403 per cent,
have deciared a major, leaving 400
sophomores to be advised at that
time, Of 348 Woman'’s Colege
freshmen, 91, or 6.1 per cent, choose
a major by April of the freshman
year; 177, or 50.9 per cent, have
done so by the second November,
leaving 171 to be advised at that
time. Conceivably, under the new cur-
riculum, students will complete most

periods during the freshman and
sophmopts  years: the orientation
‘week in September, Novmber, and
April registration in the freshman

of the entire year may be planned.
If a year program is prepﬂled lhc
Novemi istrati

peciof o -eonfoeabon of the Soian
or for readjustments. In the proposed
advisory program, a freshman would

of their
in one year and perhaps declare a
major Sooner than has been the
custom, T that_case the number
of sophomores the second
over o il it I oyt s
cannot count on that change, and
it is possible that advice may have
to be supplied to 571 sophomores
in the second November. Sii
November registration period is one
of confirmation or readjustment, it
may be possible for a Faculty Fellow

(Continued on Page 2)

Text

The following is the revised set of
-urricular proposals as passed by the
Undergraduate l"imllty Council Friday.

Pref
(Subcommittee on 2" Currleu ulum)

We offer the following set of cur-
ricular proposals to the Undergraudate
Faculty Council with the recom-
mendation that they become effective
for the freshman class entering in 1969,
and that they apply to succeeding classes
entering Woman's College and Trinity
College.

We further recommend that the sec-
tion described as Learning Experience
be implemented gradually, as described
below:

That the freshman classes entering
in fall 1969, 1970, and 1971 be allowed
to satisfy the requirement under Second
Proposal 1V, A and B. in the following
manner:

1V. Learning Experience.

The student is required to have
the following varieties of learning ex-
perience to be fulfilled at some time
during the freshman and-or sophomore
years.

1. A seminar in one semester,

or
2. Two preceptorials. discussion sec-
tions, or tutovials as thp terms * precep
torial,” “discussion ection’

“tutorial” are defined m the prwedmg
description.

In effect this proposal means that
the requirement in Learning Experience
is halved for these students during their
first two years, We propose that the
entering class in 1972 and all succeeding
classes should satisfy the I

o duirement in Learning Experinece

|

We consider the requirement in
Leatning Experience o be central to
our entire set of curricular proposals.
We expect, however, that most of the
staff needed to provide this kind of
experience will be made available by
the overall reduction in student load
from five to four courses per semester.
While the first class that would enter
under the new proposals would be taking
only four courses, sophomores, juniors,
and seniors would stll take five. Conse-
quently, not all the staff time to be
saved by reducing from five to four
courses would be available immediately.
In order to make easier the transition,
we suggest that about half of each
class entering in 1969, 1970, and 1971
receive its learning experience in its
frshman year, the other half in its
sophomore year. Since courses taken

4-course
becomes

After weeks of discussion and tenta-
tive votes the Undergraduate Faculty
Council last Friday approved the eleven
pmpo:als for rel'urm of the undergradu-

load planned,
effective in 1969

was recommended, but there were still
three significant changes:
The validating year is no longer re-

requirment for all students. In effect a
student must simply present the equi-
valent of two college years of language

quired for students with satisfactor
&—test scores, Only two

by the

UFCs Sbapite o (Comioit

with only minor changes in wording and
content.

Entitled “Varieties Experience”, the
approved innovations have been called
revolutionary by some of their propon-
ents and will eventually completely sup-
plant the present curriculum require-
ments for the B.A. and B.S. degrees.

e new curriculum will become op-
erative for freshmen entering Trinity
d the Woman's College in the fall
1969. Students entering before then are
still sbuject to the require-

years of all languages will be required
of students unable to satisfy the re-
quirement otherwise. Proficiency exams
will be recognized as @ sufficient means
for completely waiving the two-year

What it

Dr. Donald Fluke, chairman of the

ments in effect when they entered.

Students enrolling before September,
1969, will thus not be able to take ad-
vantage of the changes except in in-
direct ways such as through possible
changes in course offerings as a result
of the new format. Nor will nursing and
engineering students be affected ex-
cept in indirect ways.

The recommendations of the Subcom-
mittee on Curriculum were the result
of a comprehensive year-long curric-
lum review headed by Subcommitte
member Dr. Robert Krueger. Other
Subcommittee members are its chair-
man Dr. Donald Fluke, Dr. John Altroc-
chi, Dr. Hugh Hall, Dr. Harold Parker,
Dr. Bruce Wardoppe, Dr. Paul Welsh,
Dr. Frederick Joerg, and student asso-
ciate Craig Kessler.

here were only two notable differ-
ences of the curriculum adopted Fri
day and the original report of the Sub-
mittee. The foreign language re-
qulremcnt was not entirely dropped as

UFC which prepared the
new curriculum and presented it to the
UFC, calls the approved version “am-
bitious” and “probably the most sub-
stantial change in the history of the
University.”

A major principle of the new pro-
gram is that a student is not impeded
by basic requirements for which he can
demonstrate skill or knowledge befor-
hand. The religion requirement was
abolished comp!elcy

to waive the

In regard to the physical cducation
section, the pmposed one year of “phy-
sical activity” was increased to two
years. The letter grades will not count

(Continued on Page 2)

means

available if the University follows the
UFC's directive to “develop special cur-
ncular programs” under the fourth pro-

Any student will he able to elect
independent study work on an indepen-
dent project, or work on a senior the-
sis. Students will be able to arrange
interdisciplinary majors between two or
more departments of their choice. Much
discretion will be left the student and
the faculty advising and teaching him.

Dr. Fulke emphasizes the “l/earmng

Even
the three nelds of social sciences, hu-
manities, and natural sciences and
mathematics may be satisfied by oth-
er than Jower-level courses if there are
no prohibitive prerequisites.

Theoretically the student also has
not one, but three, curricula from
which to choose. Program I is the more
directed alternative, but it still allows
great freedom of choiwce. Program II al-
lows qualified students fo design their
own college program with faculty sup-
ervision. A third alternative would be

" section, which will require
seminars,  precept mmls. or similar
small-group participation of freshmen
and sophomores.

Because of the new curriculum, says
Dr. Krueger, “A student will no longer
be able to go through Duke anony-
mously.” The student will be able to
pursue either depth or breadth in his
studies. The qualify of undergraduate
education should rise as the student be-
gins to contribute to the education of
his fellow students in a more meaning-
ful way.

of curriculum proposals adopted

by juniors and seniors usually have
smaller enroliments than those currently
taken by freshmen and sophomores, we
would have all students entering as
freshmen in 1969 or later satisty the
requirements under Second Proposal, 1V,
C tlxa{ apply to the junior and senior

We suggest that, no later than spring,
1972, there be a review of Problems

English or o pass a one-semester course
in English composition, which they should
take in their firs semester. Students
may demonstrate this ability by prseent-
ing a score of 700, or more on the
College Entrance Examination Board
English C Test.

students time for the first year of
study in a department. More intensive
major programs may be offered for
the students election.

or
B. Interdepartmental Concentration.

111, Skill in Foreign Language.
All students are required to

that might arise in 1 with
Learning Experience.
rricular Proposals
FIRST PROPOSAL.

That the University measure
academic progress in terms of semester-
courses (and half-courses and double-
courses) satisfactorily completed rather

tms of semester hours, and
that four courses per semester by con-
sidered the normal academic load of
a student working foward a achelor's
Degree in the liberal ants and sciences.
A course is roughly equivalent {0 a
three-or a four-hour course as presently
offered.

SECOND PROPOSAL.

t Program I be a satisfactory
curriculum to replace the present re-
quirements for the degrees of Bachelor
of Arts and Bachelor of Science listed
on pages 610 of the Bulletin of Duke

foreign
language equivalent to that attained by
completing the second college year of
that language, or by passing the second
year college Course, or by examination,
Satisfactory  proficiency may be

demonstrated by meeting the College
Entrance Examination Board Placement
Test scores in the foreign languages
listed in the Freshman Academic Guide,
1967‘.

. Learning Experience,
The student is required to have the
following  varieties of learning ex-
perience:
A. Freshman year.
1. A seminar in one semester,
or

2. Two preceptorials, discussion sec-
tions, or tutorials during this year, as
the terms ‘“‘preceptorial,” “discussion
section,” and “tutorial” are defined in
the prccedmg decriptions.

Umversny 1

1968,

I. Distributional Requirements: Sub-
jeet-Matter.

A student must pass courses in each
of three divisions: social sclences,
natural science and mathematics, and
humanities. He may choose from courses
in which the essential subject-matter
and substance of the discipline are
presented, He may not, however, satisfy
the distributional requirements by taking
elementary-skill courses; a tentative list
Dé such courses appears in Appendix

A, A student will pass the appropriate
number of courses in one division re-
quired by the department or departments
in which he concentrates,

B, A student will pass at least four
semester-courses in a second division,
at least lwo of three at the ad\nnced
level. Normally, “advanced lev
courses. come at the 100-and 200- xc\ol
uniess departments designate their
Coursas otherwise,

C. A student \v:ll pass at least two
semester-courses in a third division.

year,
Tie same reguirements as in the
freshman year
C. Junior and Senior years
1. A combination of seminars or in-
dependent study with credit equal to
at least two courses,

or

2. A thesis or an independent project
at some time during the student’s junior
or senior years for which he would
receive credit for two coruses

V. Concentration.

A. Major.

A major consists of at least five
courses in one department above the
introductory level. A department may
not require a student for the B.A. degree
to take more than eight courses above
the introductory level in the major,
though the student may elect to do
so. A deparlment may not require a

student for the B.S. degree fo take
more than ten courses above the in-
troductory level in the major, though

the student may elect to do so. Foreign
language departments may at their
diseretion begin their gl e e

11, Skill in
All students are required
e their ability to w

ther to
e good

and
introductory DUI ses axc cnn-
occupy one-quarter of a

Otherw
sidered  to

con-
sists of at least three courses beyond
the introductory level in each of two
or more depariments, and requives the
approval of the Directors of
Undergaduate Studies in the
depatments concerned.

1IV. Advanced Work.

A student must pass at least twelve
semester-courses at an advanced level.

THIRD PROPOSAL.

That Program II be a satisfactory
carriculum for a limited number of
students to replace the present re-
quirements for the degrees of Bachelor
of Arts and Bachelor of Science listed
on pages 610 of the Bulletin of Duke

1968, and that the Undergraduate Faculty
Council establish a Committee on
Program II which must (1) approve
students recommended by departments
for acceptance in Program II and their
courses of study, and (2) must recom-
mend students proceeding through the
program for graduation. In addition,

I. The Committee must approve a
written statement submitted joinly by
the student and department or de-
petimeats of s area of concentration
dbjective of the student's
St e e
complishing these objectives,

11. The Committee must approve any
major changes in the students pro-

gram.

III. Yearly check-sheets showing the
progress of the students program must
be submitted to the dean.

FOURTH PROPOSAL,

That the Universily develop special
curricular programs  which  students
might elect, and which would offer com-
mon courses of study; such programs
should satisfy some or all of the cur-
ricular requirements for graduation

FIFTH PROPOSAL.

That Graduation with Distinetion be
governed by the following statement:

Graduation with Distinction.
Programs featuring independent study
and other honors opportunities are
available under the title Graduation with
Distinction in the majority of the
academic depatments,  Although the
details and requirements of the program
vary [rom department to department,

certain general requirements are
uniform, Each depratment participating
may invite, at the end of their sophomore
or junior year, those students who can
achieve by the time of graduation at
least a “B” average in the major field
to enter the Graduation with Distinction
program, After participation in a
seminar in the jumior or semior years,
andor a directed course of reading,
laboratory research, or other independent
study, the student must embody the
results of individual research and
study in a distinguished piece of writng.
The student’s achievement, including the
paper, is assessed by a departmental
committee. If it appoves the student’s
achievement and the student has at
least a “B” average in the major field,
the department may recommend that the
student be Graduated with Distinction
in his major field. Interested students
should consult the Director of Undergrad-
uate Studies in the appropriate depart-
ment,

SIXTH PROPOSAL.

That any student be allowed, with
the approval of his instructor, his ad-
viser, and the Director of Undergraduate
Studies of the instrution’s depatment,
to engage in independent study, and
that the limits of such study be determin-
ed by the student, his adviser, and
the insructor concerned.

SEVENTH PROPOSAL.
That a student must have the
signature of his adviser approving his
course of study before he may regiter.
If a student who has not declared a
major cannot agree with his adviser
on a program the Chairman of the
Subcommittee on Curriculum will decide
the issue. In Program 11, disagreements
are decided by the Chairman of the
Committee on Program II. The deans
are recognized to have power of approval
where advisers are unavailable,

EIGHTH PROPOSAL.

A. In addition to a completion of
an approved curriculum, a student must
pass at least 32 semester-courses or
a combination of semester-courses, half-
course, and double-coures, that would
be equivalent to 32 semester-courses.

B. A student must have the permission
of his academic dean to take fewer
than four courses per semeter, or to
take more than five courses.

C. Four academic years (eight
semesters) in residence is the normal
amount of time a siudent may take

to earn the dgre of Bachelor of Arts
of Bachelor of Science. Five years is
the absolute maximum to be permitted,
unless the student has previously been
admitted as a special student.

e minimum time that any student
may spend in residence before taking
a degree of Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor
of Science is two years; this must
include the student's last bwo years af
Duke, unless the student has ‘spent a
certain period of time in study at another
institution in this country or abroad,
having received prior appoval from
Duke for this course of study.

D. Failing grades appear on the
transeript, but graduation depends on
courses passed, and is not governed
by those failed.

NINTH PROPOSAL.

That a student who fails three or
more courses in the first semester of
the freshman year or who fails two
or miore courses in any subsequent
semester must leave the University for
at least two semesters, The double sum-
mer session may be counted as a
semester. The student’s return must be
approved by the Dean of his College.
If the student thereafter fails two or
more courses in a semester he will
be permanently dismissed from the
University. In addition, a student may
be dismissed temporarily or permanently
by the Dean of his College for failing
to make satisfactory progress toward
graduation. Any student excluded from
the University under the provisions of
this proposal may at his request have
his case reviewed by a committee on
academic standards of the Undergradu-
ate Faculty Council,

TFNTH PROPOSAL.

That satisfactory completion of two
years of physical activity be required
for graduation unless a student is ex-
cued for medical reasons. This re-
virement would be met by satisfactory
completion of two years in appropriate

physical education LnulS by an
alternate form of activity ap-
proved by the dpp.npnme physical

education department. The student must
begin to fulfill this requirement in his
freshmen year. The student receives let-
ter grades for physical education courses
but these grades do mot count toward
continuation, graduation, or honors, nor
do physical activities count among the
32 courses needed for graduation.

That no more than four courses in
the military sciences be counted toward
a student’s graduation.

N
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(Continued from Page 1)
to advise both his freshmen and
sophomores. If not, then additional
faculty associates will have to be
added to the proposed forty-five
Faculty Fellows.

Since twenty-five Faculty Fellows
are already funded, we estimate that
the cost of the advisory program
in new money would be no greater
than the amount already spent on
the current group of Faculty Fellows
If the fortyfive can handle the
«uphomum:, lhe cost in new money
would be les

This p.—ogram assembles ~several
clements that have never hefore been
brought together in an advi
system at Duke. One element, in
existence for several years, is the
freshman preparation of a tentative
course program before anrival, A new
clement is the sense of significance
the adviser would have. Under the
proposed curriculum, advising
becomos a real intellectual endeavor.

advisory

Rather than simply  Lallying the
numbe; of courses that students must
teke in various aveas, the proposed
ulum would require that ad-

consider  carefully the
>.:Lk;,.uund intelligence, interests,
and needs of students and work with
the students to help them form an
cducational program that makes
for them. We assume that advisers
would find satisfaction in this work.

Advising in this context would become
a teaching function: although no
specific subject-matter is taught, he
student is taught to examine himself,
his educational goals, and the reasons
for his choices. He is also made
aware of areas of knowledge that
it may be wise for him to explore.
A third new element is a developing
residential system. The fourth is
money.

The two committees believe that
an advisory program thus organized
will enlist” the aid of the faculty
and will succeed.

ense

4-course load planned

Faculty approves changes

in the qpr. however, and the P.E.
requivement may be filled by the stu-
dent’s individual approved program of
physical activity and mot necessarily
by P. E. courses.

Some time later the UFC wil act on
a provision governing the minimum
graduation &rhequirements under the
new curriculum The eighth proposal had
included a stipulation that 24 of the 32
rcquired courses had to be pased with
a grade of C- or befter, but it was
dclcted pendmg “further study of the
plus-minus grading system. The new
curriculum will still emphasize courses
passed, and not those failed, in meet-

(Continued from Page 1)

ing the graduation requirement,

According to Dr. Fluke, there is among
the UFC members a definite disincli-
nation to count grade average in terms
of qp.r.”" for graduation and continua-
tion &—requirements, The q.p.r. will be
computed only for honors and transeript
purpose:

In appruvmg the seventn proposal on
advising, the UFC assumed an improve-
ment in the present advising system.
One proposed plan is now being con-
sidered and is printed elsewhere on this
page. The new curriculum will depend
on improvements in the advising syst-
em, says Dr. Joerg. Some new funds

will have to be found by the adminis-
tration if the tentative proposal is ap-

proved.

Whether there will be financial needs
for implementing the curriculum prop-
er is difficult to appraise now because
staffing needs have not been pinpoint-
ed. All departments will have to reap-
praise their staff needs and course of-
ferings next year and during the three-
year “phase-in” of the new curriculum
among freshmen beginning in 1969. It'
1s generally felt, however, that little or
no overall increases will be needed in
fauclty or funds solely because of the
new curriculum.

Dedicated

to

Dr. Harold Parker

(for the one that got away)

Dr. Robert Krueger
Dr. Donald Fluke

and the

Subcommittee on Curriculum

(for the one that didn’t)
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