The Same Old

By GLENN GOODYEAR
IFC President

A short “anecdote” appearing
in the column 308-A of the
Chronicle, January 10, 1967, ac-
cused the fraternity system of
telling the “same old story”
about fraternities (truth, honor,
ete.) at the Fraternity-Indepen-
dent debate on January 5. I
cannot deny this, nor do I wish
to. The general description of
fraternities nationally and at
Duke presented in the opening
statement of the debate was
just that. As any freshman in
attendance could testify, there
was no attempt to make it more
than that. The basic concepts
underlying the fraternity sys-
tem, ie. the fraternity story,
are not subject to radical
change. No fraternity is perfect
in every respect, but they all
aspire to the ideals behind the
fraternity “line.” This striving
alone would be enough to justi-

fy the system, but the fraterni-
ties do more. They achieve
many of the goals they have set
for themselves (Yes, Virginia,
even honor, truth, ete.), and for
this reason we tell the same old
story.

I realize that a person who
does not belong to a fraternity
would have great difficulty in
understanding just what fratern-
ity membership means, espe-
cially in view of the fact that
it means different things to dif-
ferent people, and every mem-
ber does not get the same thing
out of a fraternity. The old tru-
ism holds with fraternities, too
—you get out what you put in.
Because of this I cannot urge
everyone to join a fraternity for
the simple reason that every-
one does not belong in one. By
the same token, everyone does
not belong in the same fratern-
ity, especially at Duke. The
fraternities at Duke differ from

Should You Join
A Fraternity?

By MIKE PETERSON ‘65

The answer is obvious—“may-
be.* There are top many un-
knowns to warrant a simple
“yes” or “no.” The answer de-
pends on the individual and the
fraternity. There are some
freshmen who should not join
any fraternity and there are
some who should not join a par-
ticular fraternity. Conversely,
there are some students who
should join a fraternity; for
them, the problem then, be-
comes, ‘“which fraternity?”

A Less Than Crucial
Confrontation

However, the vast majority of
you do not belong in either of
these categories. For most of
you, the confrontation is not all
that crucial — you do not vital-
ly need a fraternity, but nei-
ther should you be discouraged
from joining one,

‘But I need not be coy, or ap-
pear neutral on the question of
fraternities. I believe strongly
in fraternities and feel they
have a very definite place at

Juke. I am convinced that the
right relationship with a frater-
nity will add much to your col-
lege education and will contrib-
ute substantially to your devel-
opment as a man. However, I
place strong emphasis on the
phrase, “the right relationship
with a fraternity.”

I have seen numerous men
ruined in fraternities — I have
seen them completely stifled in
an intellectual atmosphere of
card games, and ‘‘coolness” —
which they themselves usually
identify with drinking beer and
holding in contempt the rest of
the fraternity and campus (some
95 per cent of us). However, I
like to think that the fate of
these people is independent of
their association with fraterni-
ties—that these people falter on
their own. Fraternities natural-
ly help to speed the process,
but these men would find the
means irrespective of fraterni-
ties. I believe strongly that men

shape institutions, institutions

do not shape men.
Some Better Than Others

Of course, some fraternities
are better than others — in
some, this (I call it residue)
element is larger than in oth-
ers, and in some fraternities
these men do a great deal to
shape that fraternity, This you
must see and determine for
yourself.

For a fraternity man, some
of the foregoing remarks would
be considered a sacrilege. But
I am a fraternity man, and
one who believes highly in the
system — it is only fair to note
that point; nevertheless, I can

not urge you all to join a fra-.

ternity — I would urge many
of you not to join simply be-
cause some of you will be join-
ing for the wrong reason.

Those of you who are overly
impressed with the wrong as-
pects of fraternities, who are
joining simply because this fra-
ternity has blow-outs every Sat-
urday night, should not join—
not only because the fraternity
will not do you any good, but
because you will not do the fra-
ternity any good.

Social Factor Not Everything

The social aspect of fraterni-
ties is very important — but it
is not the total factor. If you
are joining a fraternity solely
for that reason, or because you
are impressed with all the
“studs” in fraternity x, or the
XKEs in the fraternity y, or the
sharp blond fraternity z fixed
you up with, buddy you are in
for trouble and you are going
to pay.

Join a fraternity because you
like and respect the members
of it — because you feel com-
fortable with them; if you have
to play a role to fit in, start
Jooking elsewhere,

If I have seemed harsh on fra-
ternities, it is because I know
they can take the criticism —
because they can justify them-
selves, and because I am able

(Continued on Page 7)

Story

one another in various re-
speets, and it’s the freshman’s
responsibility to examine these
differences in light of what he
wants out of a fraternity and
what he is willing to give. In
order to make a wise decision,
however, the freshman must ex-
amine carefully his own ideas
about the nature of the person-
al experience which he expects
to gain from the university,
and the place which the fra-
ternity can and should have in
his greater university experi-
ence.

The subject of rush comes up
at this point — whether or not
to join a fraternity, and if so,
which one. You have heard
much advice on what to “look
for in rush, first semester and
formal rush, from Y - men,
housemasters, faculty and
deans, and others. I personally
ascribe to a philosophy devel-
oped by the editor of the Chron-
icle two years ago and express-
ed in an editorial on January
15, 1965, It contains honest crit-
icism where deserved and
sound, though simple, advice.
1 draw your attention to it; it
is reprinted below. When mak-
ing your decision about rush,
considering all that you have
seen, heard, and read, if you
still have questions or would
like help in any way, please
call me.

Fraternities
Public Service

In this special issue, published
by the Chronicle, fraternity men
and independents present person-
al views of their living systems.
The four-page fraternity section,
: compiled by Interfraternity Coun-
: cil President Glen Goodyear, be-
% gins on this page. The independ-
¥ ent section beginning on page 3.
% was compiled by Gerry Ahmann,
: president of the Association of In-
dependent Houses. Chronicle staff
members Dave Birkhead and Nel-
son Ford were managing editors
he issue

[FC Service Projects

The eighteen fraternities
working through the Interfra-
ternity Council have sponsored
many public service projects
during the first semester. These
undertakings have been outside
the Duke campus and have
helped to foster better relations
between the fraternities and
those people who are not as-
sociated with the University.

The initial project was one in
which fraternity men aided in
the painting and the improve-
ment of several houses in the
Edgemont Community Center
area. The fraternities donated
the paint and also helped to
paint the buildings.

On Thanksgiving Day, the
IFC Public Relations Commit-
tee, representing the 18 fratern-
ities, sponsored a Public Serv-
ice Project whereby they hand-
ed out free cokes and dough-
nuts to motorists who stopped
in the rest area on Interstate

85, 15 miles north of Durham.
In this promotion of Driver
Safety, over 400 cokes and 400
doughnuts were given away.

Then, on December 16th the
fraternities delivered  Christ-
mas Baskets to needy families
in the Durham area. Each fra-
ternity sponsored a family and
gave them food, clothing, gift
certificates for groceries and
toys.

Future projects that the fra-
ternities will undertake will in-
clude a 2-day Blood Drive for
troops in Viet Nam and a con-
tinual blood donation system
for emergencies at the VA hos-
pital.

It is profects such as these
that are a strong point of fra-
ternity life at Duke. It is a con-
tribution outside of the social
and academic world that af-
fords to the fraternity man the
chance to aid others and to
broaden himself.
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True or False?

“The fraternity world is big business but a true fraternity is
something more than a number of members and size and impres-
siveness of chapter houses. Ours is a fraternal brotherhood. No
college administration of which I am aware has ever seriously
tried to compete with fraternities in this all-important aspect of
the matter. Our brotherhood is built on ideals—a philosophy of
life—and a code of living stated in our ritual. Our ritual expresses
principles which are both livable and lovely—and these distinguish

us from those living in the average dormitory . .

. With the princi-

ples so expressed, our fraternity holds in the palm of its hand the
opportunity to help build men of integrity, responsibility and

capability.”

—anonymous

Y-k ok

By ROGER GELLER

To pass this statement off as
true would be hypoerisy or de-
ceit. Fraternities at Duke are,
for the most part, living
groups. Not “merely” living
groups through. While any sem-
blance to the brotherhood men-
tioned above is purely coinci-
dental, fraternities are cohesive
units. They can be categorized,
stereotyped, and identified in a
way that no independent living
group can. Who would say that
Tabard Hall is composed of
jocks, or Mirecourt has campus
leaders, or B.0.G.’s are rich
northern prepschoolers  who
don’t wear socks? Not very
many people. Yet, this can be
said about fraternities. Fratern-
ities offer an identity. This is
not to say that fraternities in-
hibit individualism. Quite often
it is the individual who creates
the image of a particular fra-
ternity,

Fraternities at Duke exist for
the purpose of filling the social
void of Duke and Durham. Any-
thing else is incidental, frosting
on the cake. But while the cake
is palatable, the frosting is
worth a taste, Associations with-
in the fraternity environment
are invaluable. The ideal eri-
terion by which a freshman
should judge a fraternity is to
ask the simple question “Are
these the people whom I would
choose as friends if T were
home?” The answer had bet-
ter be yes. After all, this is a
question which members of a

Learn The

ATO: How’d you like a steam
bath?

Translation:
hot box.

Beta: Hey Kai, don’t pimp me
and take a life card.

Translation: Untranslatable,
but significant.

Delta Sig: We'll win if we field
enough teams.

Translation: A philosophy of

Here comes the

life.

Delt: Remember Western Week-
end.

Translation: Remember all
those cowboy hats.

KA: The TEP section is mext
door.

Translation: Not noted for spec-
tacular open houses.

Kappa Sig: This is a building
year.

fraternity ask about freshmen.
And in a selective living group
the answer is immutable.

Rush, the only means avail-
able to the fraternity for self-
perpetuation, must not be look-
ed upon with apprehension ei-
ther by the freshman or by the
fraternity man. It ought to be
enjoyed. And to enjoy it proper-
ly, one must be a stoic; one
must be prepared to accept it
as nothing more than it is—a
preponderance of individuals
steeped in self-importance or
manifest destiny reacting blind-
ly to preserve, fearing that
their ivy - covered walls are
crumbling around them. Fresh-
men ought to reassess what, if
fraternity’s ability to put its
best face forward, to impress
an outsider. It is an interesting
case study in sociology. Fresh-
men ought to reasses what, if
anything, they’ve seen of a fra-
ternity during the semester. It
is much more difficult to live a
lie for five months than for five
days. Freshmen ought to look
closely at their pledge class.
These are the people you will
have to live with for four years.
And freshmen ought to remem-
ber that one fraternity can dif-
fer from another in degree only.
They all have parties, intramur-
al teams, campus leaders, asso-
ciational brotherhood, and pins.
It is up to you as an individu-
al to do something to raise the
caliber of the fraternity which
{.m;l select if you are not satis-
ied.

Vernacular

Truer or False?

By MIKE FLICK

At the risk of engaging in hy-
pocrisy and deceit, and with all
due apologies to Roger Geller
since I have the advantage over
him having read his “True and
False,” I would like to check
true to his “test,” following the
assumed directions — pick the
best answer. Despite the senti-
mentality of Anonymous, who
seems to have gone overboard
in the wrong direction, there is
something more to be said for
fraternities than that they are
a grocery store one hops down
to in order to pick up an iden-
tity, and a six pack while you’re
at it.

I want to have my cake and
eat it too — the frosting of so-
cial life, intramurals, the “big
time,” and assorted fraternal
goodies is just the frosting and
nothing more, The cake is far
more interesting. Fraternities
are much more than identities
and Dionysian spectacles at
cabin parties — whether your
interest inclines you to fruit
cake or angel food with the
big hole in the middle, there is
something to the cake.

In my own experience, my
fraternity has been my most re-
warding experience at Duke,
The parties have largely been
incidental — mere frosting —
forgotten during Sunday morn-~
ing’s hangovers when the
“cake” of the fraternity takes
over for the week’s grind
ahead.

A fraternity is not an iden-
tity, not a convenience. It is an
opportunity to develop individ-
uality apart from a stereotype.
But it is not Tabard’s individu-
ality of “crew cuts and Beatle
cuts, Brook’s Brothers and
Belk’s basement.” This is
chaos, a hermitage where your
next door neighbor is a face
without a name or a name with-
out a face. A fraternity is a

Or You've Lost Touch

Translation: Indicates a lack of
pillars.

Lambda Chi:
tivities?
Translation: Without three, you

are on the waiting list.

Phi Delt: What sports did you
play in high school?

Translation: We’ll take you any-
way.

Phi Psi: Yeah, and we have
neat pledge raids.

Translation: Dig out those old
high school yarns that you
told your roommate during
orientation.

Phi Kaps: Yo’all come on over
and play some ball.

Translation: Find a Dixie ac-
cent.

How are your ac-

TUXEDO
JUNCTION
- FORMALS
for all occasions

Service Over
The Counter

601 E. Trinity

688-3009

STUDENT SPECIAL

WOULD YOU BELIEVE only
$50.00 each can furnish four
students with a brand-new 2
bedroom furnished apartment,
132 baths, patio, swimming
pool, refrigerator, oven, range,
disposal, all utilities included.
Damar Court Apartments — 1
mile from Duke. Allenton
Realty, 688-4355.

PiKA: 54 cases of beer in one
afternoon and we ran out.

Translation: Bring a strong liv-
er.

Pi Kap: How's your leadership
potential?

Translation: We'll get it again
next year . , . or the one after
that.

SAE: And the lion is our proud-
est possession.

Translation: You’ll have to get
your friends in House G to
stop dumping paint on it.

Sigma Chi: Do you like apple
pie?

Translation: If you don’t have
a big smile, nice build and
a clean mind, forget it.

Theta Chi: Brotherhood and
friendship.
Translation: Real nice guys.

Sigma Nu: Don’t worry about
your activities, we’ll get you

’I‘ranslatlon Don’t laugh, they
will.

TEP: We don’t discriminate.
Translation: They don’t.

ZBT: You can’t leave the Tribe.
Translation: You may want to,
after that line.

gift of an opportunity to do
something with yourself — to
develop your individuality by
associating with other individu-
als, people who would not nor-
mally be your friends because
they are so different, to learn
by working with others for a
common goal. It is the “mys-
tique” of brotherhood, a little
corny to say the least, but nev-
ertheless something real when
ninety people are on your side,
concerned with what you’re do-
ing, ready and anxious to help.
It is when you are a person,
not a name on a door — when
being chairman of the Band
Bonfire for the third straight
year is worth the gas you take
for it, and discussing “God is
Dead” with a freshman basket-
ball player at the table doesn’t
seem incongruous. A fraternity
is above all else friendship —
the experience of living and
working with ninety people dif-
ferent than you are, united in
a common bond, offering each
other an interplay of ideas,
philosophies, experiences, and
mannerisms that cannot be
matched with the security of
knowing there’s someone out
there who cares.

The ivy - covered walls aren’t
really crumbling around us —
on the contrary, the opportuni-
ty is coming to select the people
to live with for the next several
years. The fraternities are look-
ing for those freshmen who will
be valuable to them as individ-
uals, not as stereotypes to mere-
ly carry on — the individual
who will not replace something
for the sake of carrying on, but
who will add something rew, in-
teresting, and exciting to fra-
ternity lige. They are looking
for someone who will be more

than a friend — a brother.

My rush smile is a little tarn-
ished right now. Five months
of plastic smiles and indigestion
from Union food are over. Too
many freshmen have made
friends in fraternities to not

realize that the plastic smile is
largely a myth—it is a smile
of honest interest and concern,
the development of friendship,
not the inspection of horse
meat.

Every freshman should go
through rush. If nothing else, the
five nights of parties, fraterni-
ty supplied dates, and simply
meeting a wide variety of peo-
ple is worth it. But more im-
portant, it is a chance to see
if there is a group worth living
with for the next three and a
half years — a chance to add
that extra frosting to your life
at Duke, A chance to see that it
is true that a {fraternity has
the opportunity to . . . help
build men of integrity; respon-
sibility and capability.”

Sure it’s corny. But it's true.
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Advantages Include
Diversity, Flexibility

By JOHN KERNODLE
Chairman, Duke Forum

The advantages of independent life at Duke are as
diverse as the independent living groups on the campus.
Some apply to the system as a whole, while others are
part of the unique personality of a single house. The
relative degree of importance of any one of them de-
pends upon the views of the person who tries to assess
the independent way of life, for to discuss “advantages”
is to bring into play a whole range of personal values.
Here, then, are some of the generally agreed upon ad-
vantages which have convinced me that the independ-
ent living system, while far from perfect as living pat-
terns go, is the best style of life available on West Cam-

s.
While offering as wide a range of social activities as
the fraternity chapters on the campus, independent
houses by their very newness as living groups have not
become stagnated by years of local and national tradi-
tion. They are, therefore, freer to take maximum ad-
vantage of the major changes which are now taking
place here at Duke. In the past four years several such
changes have occurred. The Resident Fellow program
has successfully brought undergraduates into contact
with some of the university’s most dynamic graduate
and professional students. Cross sectional living has
done away with the artificial segregation of freshmen
from upperclassmen for over one third of the Class of
1970. This past semester, one of the living groups or-
ganized an inter-disciplinary seminar on urbanization.

Just as important as past changes is the fact that
the independent system is still young and flexible enough
to be open to all sorts of additional possibilities. Facili-
ties have helped to encourage such experimentation.
The newest and, as of next fall, the most recently and
completely rennovated living areas on campus are those
in which independents are housed. Yet, overall living
costs, including membership dues, have remained rea-
sonable.

For me the most important advantages of independ-
ent life have to do with its general style. First, like the
university itself, independent houses are committed not
only in word but also in action to open membership
without regard to race or religious belief. Second, even
though there is a wide range within independent living
groups, I feel that most houses have successfully found
that important balance point—providing an atmosphere
where genuine friendship can develop free from the pres-
sures of rigid ‘“‘in-group” conformity on the one hand
and the anonynimity of being lost in a crowd on the
other.

Liberals and conservatives, northerners and south-
erners, activists and non-activists confront each other,
insuring that ‘“‘conflict of ideas” which is at the very
heart of higher education. Not only is there major di-
versity of style among independent houses but there is
also diversity within individual house memberships. In
my opinion, this open diversity is the greatest advantage
of independent life at Duke.

‘Shooting It’ in The Commons Roo

"Tubing It' in The Commons Room

n their

aining,

Introduction

The purpose of this issue is not
o provide wvarious
: with a chance to blow their horns

: the articles found
many diverse opinions—some of
: them being quite critical of the in-
: dependent house system itself at
: Duke. It is hoped that they will be 3
: informative and at times enter-

i break fr
: help to clarify the independent po-
: sition once again.
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independents

system. On the contrary,
here contain

and therefore provide a
om exams and yet still

Gerry Ahmann

President, AIH

™ te by Bruce Vance

Independent or Fraternity?

Similarities & Shortcomings

By D. M. CAMPRELL
President, YMCA

The question about the
merits of independent ver-
sus fraternity life that an-
nually comes before the
campus has increasingly
less importance. When one
is a freshman, the decision
to pledge or not to pledge
seems to be among the
most significant questions
of one’s life. Perhaps it
still is at some universi-
ties; it is not for the men
of Duke.

There are in fact few
‘“independent” men  at
Duke. The house struc-
tures that have developed
during my years at the
University offer a way of
life not very different from

that of a fraternity. Social
life, extra-curricular inter-
ests~and style of partici-
pation in the total life of the
university differs little be-
tween fraternity and inde-
pendent men.

The fraternity system
has some serious draw-
backs. Payment of dues to
a national organization
seems to be senseless. Na-
tional ties through a fra-
ternity, it seems to me, are
no longer as helpful as
some proponents of nation-
al organizations  would
have one believe. When
national organizations
jeopardize the integrity of
local chapters as they fre-
quently have done on ques-
tions of membership, their
value is particularly ques-

—Photo by Bruce Vance

tionable. Membership at
the local level is usually
determined on the basis of
a short and superficial re-
lationship established over
one semester which is
characterized by rules es-
tablished by the fraterni-

ties to insure each an
“equal chance.” The de-
personalization that often

results from the search for
the “choice’” men in the
Freshman Class is one of
the real tragedies of the
rushing process.

Perhaps the idea of fra-
ternity among the brothers
of a local chapter is the
one most intriguing to the
freshmen. By the time
one is a Junior or Senior,
however, his friends often
are not nearly so depend-
ent on his living group as
some freshmen might
think. I mainfain that the
fraternal relationship is
just as possible, and just
as real, for the non-fratern-
ity man. Many greeks will
admit the superficiality of
the picture of the “close
friendship’ among fratern-
ity members presented to
freshmen during Rush
These are some of the ser-
ious questions the fresh-
man should consider as he
looks at fraternities.

At the same time, how-
ever, one must recognize
that the independent sys-
tem at Duke has equally
serious shortcomings. One
of the problems independ-
ent houses are facing is
that of developing a better
means of selecting mem-
bership. The present
method is almost as de-
personalized as that of the
fraternities.

(Continued on Page 5)
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A Chdice, vNof |
An Echo Echo

By MARCUS

DRAMATIS PERSONNAE
Terrence Tabard—a sensitive young soul, wearing a corduroy
sport jacket, glasses, a “Johnny Appl d Was A Pot Head”
button and carrying an unlighted pipe
Braxton BOG—looking like any normal Theta Chi, wearing a ‘we
try harder’ look; has a nervous habit of polishing the BOG pin on
his sweater
Lonny Lancaster—tastefully dressed, from his Peter Gunn haircut
to slightly scuffed Palamino loafers; one detects a faint air of
disdain; if you didn’t know better, you might mistake him for an
educated Beta'
The Fool
Some Surprise Guests

* * *

(Scene: Upstairs at the Ivy Room; the occasion is a strategy
meeting for Independent Rush.)
Braxton: (polishing his BOG pin) How do you like it down in the
new dorms, Terry?
Terrence: (earnestly) Most conducive to study and introspection.
Especially the chapter room—I mean the commons room.
Lonny: (bursting in) Please don’t use that expression!
Terrence: What, ‘chapter room’?
Lonny: No, ‘common’. Sorry I was late. On the way over my
Corvette was hit by a leaf, so I had to stop and repolish it.
Terrence: Well let’s get this thing going. I have to be back in time
to change.
Braxton: (polishing his pin) You have a date tonight, Terry?
Terrence: No, we're having a mixer with the Fac. Apt. girls. It
should be the event of the season, It’s our annual Fraternity-
Sorority Put-Down program. This year’s theme is “How High is
the Happening?” Picture this: a dark room, recordings of Glenn
Goodyear and the last five presidents of the IFC giving the same
speech playing, films of the KA’s and Tep’s last party and Reg
Hane’s birthday party are flashing on the walls; and as a grand
finale, one of the girls gets up and gives a dramatic reading of
the names of the administrative staff and their fraternity affiliation.
Talk about blowing your mind.
Braxton: That scunds groovy. Can anyone come?
Terrence: Sorry. Strictly by invitation only.
Lonny: O.K., 0.K. Enough degenerate conversation, Back to In-
dependent Rush.
(Just then two bodies float in; they are dressed identically:
bushy haircut, rimless glasses, moustache and army jacket. They
appear to be spiritual descendents of Sacco and Vanzetti.)
Terrence: Why, it’s Alfred Off-Campus and Melvin MGC.
Welcome.
The Fool: Happy Halloween.
Terrence: Who said that? Kill the intolerant facist!
Braxton: Please, please. It’s up to us to show the freshmen that
Independent life offers them a choice. And we’ve got to tell them

(Continued on Page 5)

By CHUCK ADAMS ’64
Housemaster, House K

If you are thinking seriously of being
an independent, then Duke is the wrong
school for you. There are few serious in-
dependents here, or perhaps I should say
few persons who are seriously independ-
ent. It takes a certain state of mind to be
independent—a sort of individuality that
doesn’t require the crutch of a tight so-
cial organization to compensate for a lack
of initiative, that doesn’t need a constant
audience to applaude him, or conversely,
that doesn’t want to play straight man to
some one-joke buffoon. If you think I am
referring to fraternities and its members,
then you must have noticed too. But have
you looked at the “independents’ lately?
They are just about the same—it’s a
shame to have to admit that most of the
independent houses on this campus are
little more than pseudo-fraternities, with
slightly more creativity and imagination.

The blame for this, as I see it, lies in
an initial failure by the organizers of the
independent house system to realize the
potential of such a set-up. Here was a
chance to create not a pseudo-fraternity,
but a place where students with that in-
dependent state of mind could form into
loosely organized groups for in-depth
study and communication, among them-
selves and with interested faculty. Infor-
mal as well as organized social exchange
would be an important part, but by no
means a sole reason for existence. Its
members or residents would be a diverse
group—an interplay of different interests
and personalities. Of all the houses, only
York can be credited with any real de-
gree of success.

Perhaps many -will think T am prema-
ture in my criticism—after all, York was
the first such house, and several were
formed just this year. But it is alarming
to note the direction these houses are tak-
ing—in typical Joe-College-ese, Lee House
has posted signs urging its members to
‘“get with it” and “really raise hell, you
Lee House studs.” Feh!

The Lee House organizers are not to

. Independent Life
In Perspective

be severely criticized for their enthusi-
asm. They, like most independents at
Duke, feel themselves under a certain de-
gree of pressure, stemming from a sort
of Avis-complex, knowing that fraternities
command more prestige, and therefore as
independents, they must ‘“try harder.”
It is natural to try to beat the fraternities
at their own game. At this stage of the
game, it is also impossible. There is, how-
ever, a place of non-Greek fraternities,
such as B.0.G. and Lancaster House, on
this campus. There are those who do not
“make’ the fraternity they wanted; there
are those who cannot afford the expenses
of fraternity life; there are those who
want the more relaxed, less demanding
social schedule offered them in such
houses. It is good that there is, for those
who want them, an alternative to Greek
fraternities.

It is wrong, however, (I hope at least)
to assume that every Duke student wants
fraternity life in one form or another, and
this is why I deplore the direction which
the independent house system has taken.
Realistically, why must there be a “fra-
ternity for everyone?” Had you gone to
say Yale or Harvard, you would have done
without. Of course, Durham cannot com-
pete with Boston or New York, but that
influences primarily the social aspect of
college. It seems to be an undeclared as-
sumption on this campus that college—
outside the classroom—is a purely social
experience. For some it inevitably is; it is
for others because there is no realistic al-
ternative. I believe that such an alterna-
tive lies in a development of the poten-
tialities of the independent house system.
Duke manages to attract many interest-
ing people, many diverse personalities,
some with a certain degree of creativity.
Those who stay the full four years feel
stifled, their initiative stymied by the apa-
thy of those around them. They come to
Duke to learn—they stay to stagnate. It
is sad when the most vivid memories of
your college years are a panty raid and
a few parties. An effective independent
house system of course cannot solve this
situation completely, but it can help.
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Independents Not Local Frats

By GERRY AHMANN
President, ATH

In my many discussions with
freshmen this semester, I have
found the most frequently asked
question to be: “Well if inde-
pendent houses do all this, then
how are they different from a
local fraternity?” This is indeed
a valid question, and I feel an
answer should be provided.

If one takes the general def-
inition of a fraternity to a group
of students organized for social
and other purposes, then one
can really attach that title to
most independent houses on the
Duke Campus. However, this is
where the similarity ends. Fra-
ternities at Duke are national
and thus have chapters through-
out the country. Fraternity
members also wear insignia
which identifies them with their
particular fraternity. They en-
courage participation in their
groups and at times apply add-
ed pressure for one to take part
by hitting where it hurts most
—at the pocketbook. In addi-
tion, the Greeks rush freshmen
in order that they may locate
the really “cool” frosh and con-
vince them that their particu-
lar fraternity is best. And final-
ly, a fraternity offers that one

-Ind or Frat? -

(Continued from Page 3)

The freshman going-into Rush
Weew should remember that it
is one of the most hectic and
exciting of the year. One ought
not to be overwhelmed by the
attention given him and the
elaborate parties provided every
evening., Life is soon back to
normal; and that normal life
is not very different whether one
is a member of a fraternity or
an independent house.

Is there a Doctor
in the house?

Lcngines‘Aulomatic.
Doctor’s watch, the ideal
gift for your doctor.
Designed exclusively for the
medical profession. A quick,
new method of pulse taking
is possible with this amazingly
simple to operate wqtch.

A valuable time-saving
instrument for the physician
as well as a profe§slonal
and accurate timepiece.
From Longines, “the world’s
most honored watch.” With
Pulsometer Scale

Shown: Automatic,
All-Proof®, deluxe

‘mesh bracelet. .. $140

Also available in solid

14K gold, strap . . . $175

Special Student Terms

WEAVER'S
JEWELERS

333-335 Main St.
688-1321
Open Friday night til 9
FRANCHISED JEWELER FOR
LONGINES & WITTNAUER WATCHES

visionary ideal — brotherhood.

Now that I have expounded
on the more obvious characteris-
ties of a fraternity, I will pro-
ceed to explain why this is not
what independent houses are —
although a couple unfortunate-
'ly are moving in this direction.
Independent houses have no na-
tional affiliation. Consequently,
they are able to charge lower
dues and still provide a good
social schedule. They resem-
ble fraternities only in that one
‘of their goals is to provide a
cohesive living group and one
of its many programs is often
an active social calendar. They
are not necessarily looking for
guys that will fit into the mold.
They are looking for diversity
and individual accomplishment
in the hopes that their members
will provide each other with a
constant interchange of ideas—
something that is so essential

for a full college education.

This type of atmosphere is
greatly facilitated by each
house’s having a resident fel-
low and faculty fellow who work
closely with the house, Be-
cause of their desire for diver-
sity, most houses reject selec-
tivity and all the pretenses that:
it involves as much as possible.
Independent houses do not rush
for this is a predominate char-
acteristic of a fraternity. The
selection process has two pur-
poses: to remove those who
have been or would be a nega-
tive influence (not those who
are different); and to fill the
vacancies on an objective bas-
is.

Thus I feel that independent
jhouses have a cohesiveness
which parallels fraternities in
spirit, yet they still allow their
members to remain the indi-
viduals they should be.

A ChOice (Continued from Page 4)

what that choice and the Independent Way of Life entail?

All this, while the unscrupulous fraternities are appealing to
their baser instinets by plying them with liquor and women. Gen-
tlemen, it is our arduous task to put the whole question of socia]
and residential affiliation in the proper perspective.

The Fool: Like by putting a picture of the new dorms on the
cover of the Indpendent Life booklet.

All: Right.
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Michael.Caine
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This is a
Cool Cat.

What breed
of cat
are you?

If you're a smart cat, you just
naturally play-it-cool

For example, you can begin a
career in life insurance sales while
still in college. Consider a business
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and initiative; a livelinood that offers
plenty of financial rewards, security
and personal satisfaction. And our
Campus Internship Program gives
you a chance to earn while you learn.

Play-it-cool, cat. Plan now for your
future. For complete details on our
Campus Internship Program, call or
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CHRIS C. CRENSHAW
Campus Supervisor
201 First Union Bank Bldg.
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Bus. 682-2127 Res. 477-3932
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IFC Judicial Board

Example of Self-Discipline

By JIM HASSON

IFC Judicial Board Chairman

The Judicial Board of the IFC
has the responsibility of inter-
preting and enforcing the Penal
Code of the IFC, which cov-
ers rushing, pledging, and non-
rushing activities. This Penal
Code is legislated by the Coun-
cil of Presidents, and the Judi-
cial Board must follow these
policies in its adjudication. As
long as a rule exists, the Ju-
dicial Board must see that it is
followed, If the rule is wrong,
unjust, or unnecessary, it is the
duty of the Council of Presi-
dents to change it.

The laws of the IFC are set
up for the benefit of all eighteen
fraternities and of the fresh-
men who are rushed and pledg-
ed. The fundamental concept is
that the individual fraternities
are strong only when the sys-
tem is strong. Therefore, an or-
ganized system is set up so that
all fraternities will be essen-
tially equal and will have
equality of opportunity.

As regards rush, the rules are
established so that every fra-
ternity is restricted in the same
way and is entitled to the same
privileges. The restrictions of
first semester are primarily for
the benefit of the freshmen. The
academic life at Duke often re-
quires a great deal of adapta-
tion by freshmen, and we of the
IFC do not wish to add any un-
necessary pressures during the
first semester. Therefore, we
hold rush after the first semes-
ter, when we hope that the
freshmen will have become
aware of the academic demands
and be better prepared to en-
joy the social opportunities pro-
vided by fraternities.

The pledging rules are estab-

lished again for the protection
of the pledges. The rules, if fol-
lowed, will allow no pledge to
be harmed physically or men-
tally by the practices of the fra-
ternities. We have made great
progress in this area, as evi-
denced by the trials of last
spring when several incidents
of hazing were severely penal-
ized. We do not feel that any
type of physical or mental ha-
rassment can be tolerated in a
mature, responsible academic
community, and are therefore
committed to removing all
traces of it from fraternity af-
fairs.

The IFC also expects every
fraternity to be cognizant of its
responsibility as a living group
to the academic community. For
this reason, the Judicial Board
had the responsibility to try
cases of group infractions of
rules covering brawling, mali-
cious damage, violation of East
Campus regulations, and the
like. Several cases of this type
have arisen in the recent past,
and the fraternities involved
have been made fully aware of
their duty to prevent actions by
their ‘members which reflect
poorly on their fraternity and
the fraternity system as a
whole.

In its trials, the Judicial
Board does not follow the com-
mon procedure of advocacy; ra-
ther, it acts as a board of in-
quiry, putting questions to wit-
nesses for both the defense and
the prosecution. It seeks to de-
termine the trhth of an incident
in the simplest way possible, and
this method has functioned very
satisfactorily for the two years
in which the Judicial Board has
existed. All investigation of com-

plaints and rumors, however, is |

conducted by the Investigating
Committee, and all reports are
not known by the Board until
the time of the trial, In this
manner, pre-trial prejudice on
the part of Board members is
presented, However, the whole
process of enforcement is depen-
dent upon the willingness of in-
dividuals to testify. Only when
all members of the system be-
come aware of the benefits of
the laws to all will the judi-
cial function of the Board be
adequately performed, If the
Board functions properly, then
it will provide the environmen-
tal structure in which the IFC
can progress as a system, and
not as eighteen competing liv-
ing groups.

Should You Join A Fraternity?

(Continued from Page 1)
to criticize from the inside.

Fraternities have benefited
me considerably and I value
my association with a fraterni-
ty — but others have not been
so lucky. If you enter rush
with the right perspective and
maintain a balance of values,
you also will benefit.

Six Easy Steps
There are a few rules to play-
ing a smart rush game:

1. Notice what other mem-
bers of your class are being
rushed by the fraternity you are
interested in.

2. Pay particular attention to
the sophomore and junior class-
es of the fraternity.

3. Talk with some old seniors
about the fraternity — they’ll

The Palms Restaurant

A DUKE FAVORITE . . .

"“Sizzling Chopped Beefsteak”

give you a less propagandized
version of the fraternity.

4. Check the scholastic
standing of the fraternity.

5. Don’t be impressed with
the wrong things — the cars.
drinking, etc.

6. Don’t allow yoursel{ to be
too pressurized.

Above all, be yoursel{ — don't
play any role. If you can’t make
it the way you are, or if they
don’t want vou for what you
are, you don’t want them.

Finally, be as comfortable as
you can and go through rush
with the idea in mind of having
a good time.

Fraternities can be of im-
mense value — they can and
do occupy an important place
in the intellectual and social
environment of the University
At their best fraternities are
group disciplines emphasizing
the worth, and contributing to

- the development of the individ-

ual,

If you feel you will benefit
in this way from a fraternity,
join one.
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TRAVEL-ON RED HOT
SPECIALS

The Record Bar

Corner of Church and Parrish Streets, Durham

IS A MOVER!

In Order To Move To lts New Location
To Travel Light, The Record Bar Is Selling At Closeout Prices:

RCA Victor, Columbia, Angel, London, Epic, DGG Classics
All Regular $4.79, only ........ $3.19
1/ 3 OFF ., Regular $5.79, only ........ $3.86
* * *

All LP’s By Four Tops, Dave Clark Five, Wilson Pickett,
Elvis Presley, and Dionne Warwick

Regular $3.79, only ............ $2.49
Regular $4.79, only ............ $2.99

* * *
All Movie Sound Tracks and Original Cast LP’s
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Be Sure To Check Out This Group; We Take Many From Our Regular Browser Stock

* * *

BIG Reductions on Record Players, New Consoles, Portables, and a Few Used Ones
At Low, Low Prices

These prices effective at our Downtown Durham store only, this week only, ending 6 p.m., Sat., Jan. 28



